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Reader , 
OU art here preſented 
| with a little piece, of a 
Great Man; Great indeed; 
if great Piety, great Parts, great _— 
! Learning, and great Wiſdom, 
: may. be admitted to claim char 
Title + Apd we verily 
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rſons. 
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ſexpectcd, and de-- 
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To the Reade. 


» ven to the world; But we are 
not willing to oifer violence to ,, k 
his aſhes ,, by making him fi *, 6 

publick now he is Dead, whoo *W 
ch aftected privacy while hes | 
lived. Thou art therefore de=** F* 
ſired” to reſt ſarished with this 
brief account of him , That 
being. very yqung he went to 
Cambridge, where in Immanuel 
Colledloe he was brought up 
unaer "che Tuition of the p e-. | 
ſent-Arch-Biſhop of -C anrelhaky. AY 
What -Gracious workings and RF 
Evidences of the New-Bitchap- |} 
 Peared 1n hint while: riere? ; hath, p 
<0. Johnſon in already: ary Oe i 
b$ Serinoit on oc © of by. *2onc, whos! 


caion of "My. 


C YN ook” - was at that *r1mE Tis ; 
pL ' Fellow ollegiateand © 
Incitnate. © Some time he atrer-" 
var ipent 2 In a privare Family, 
Fo owed 3 _ ew : - and” * _ 
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and a heftle more in the exerciſe. 
{ of his Miniſtry in Southwark ; 
%_.-. tharemoycd to New-Colledge 
Fea: 1 26x07 whe > he: was Fel on 
Fi | RE EM NI bk 


G-fpcnclo al years; being 
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zen notice. of for. his 
ſingular Gifts, and had in Repu-- 
tration by the moſt Learned and 
Godly in thar Univerſity,and up- 
on that account. the more' fre- 
quently put upon Publick work. 
vL Being thence (rhe year afrer he 
& had been Proctor) called. over 
* into Deland o'r conſtant; pub- 
| "heck Employment, he exgeciſed 
7 *his Miniſtry fgr about fir 
: five years, not Sh the <A | 


F % bh the molt, Wi | 
W - Chriſtjazgg.a \nhap 
7]  rciſx aſt E ſuch ; as were of 
þ Y 0 TORE. neirnents trom 
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him inthe things of Religion ; 
Nay, even thoſe that never loy- 
ed* Is Piety, ' yet would com- 
mend his Learrung and Gifts, as 
| being beyond exception, if nor 
abye comparc. About the year 
1660. being diſcharged from 
the publick «Mir of his Mini- 
ſtry-,” he- returned : back into 
England, and in and about 
London ſpent” the greateſt part 
of — years, without any 
call to his old work in a ſetled 
way-; but-for about rheſe five 
years laſt paſt hath been more 
known by his conſtant Preach- 
ing;'of which we need not ſpeak; 
but- let thera that heard him, 
ſpeak for him ; or, if they ſhould 
be filent, his Works will do it. | 

He was a Perſon of excellent 
Pargfiron c Real ON gre Judg- 

4 ment; 
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To the Reader. 
ment, and (which do not. often 
go together ) curious Phanſie, 
of Ingh Improvements, and ge- 
_ neral Learning, as having been 
all his days a moſt diligent and 
methodical Student, and a 
great Redeemer of time, reſcu- 
ing not only his reſtleſs hours 
in the Night, but his very walk- 

ing time in the Streets from thoſe 
.. impertinencies and fruitleſs vani- 
*tieswhich do ſo cuſtomarily fill 
up mens minds, and ſteal away 


+ their hearts from thoſe. bet- 
#7” ter and more Noble --objects, 


whichdo ſo juſtly challenge 7 5s 
greateſt regards: This he did by 
not only carefully watching: (as 
_ every good Chriſtian ſhould do) 
- bur conſtantly writing down his 
FThonghes, whereby he both gos 
Vi mdthem berter . and MTs 
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ed himfelf with many materials 
for his. moſt elaborate Diſcour- 
es. His chiet - Talent was his 
Preaching Gift.nwhich,to-ſpeak - 
modeſtly,” he had- few, nah 
To this therefore, as- thar for 
which his Lord-and Maſter. had 
beſt fitted him (ne; glecting- the 
practice of 'Phyſick ;, -11; which, 
he had arrived -at a confidega-» 3 
ble meaſure of knowled gc) k he © Ns : 
did-- eſpecially - addi&t_ hitnſclf 
and. divctt his-Studies; and even * 
when Providence" Wo ped «hif Tad 
opportunities,yet he was "4 og In 
Ing .1n more: ſock; Bk g- 
ring for work axon "21)& 
be called to It Hen 


& 
= - 
# Wd 
* 


=, 
8 


kat could: on - aff} his. 
tiredneſs, : he NR hen 
iz moſt. private , coninuallyFat- 


cyen- 


work for. che- Publick-; 

en leſs in his Study yo 
would: have: been leſs liked 'im 
the Pulpit.” His Library, furni 
<d-(tho,not with: a numerous, 
iyet):- 4a curious; Collection. of 
Hooks, y Was: his" aſe-; 
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To the Reader. 


take up of his time , which he 
could f ſpare from his belov- 
ed Studies, meeting with fevy 
that could give him better en- 
tertainment vvith their compa- 
ny, than he could give himſelf 
alone. 'They had need be yery 
good,and very learned,by whoſe 
converſe he could gain more 
than by his own Thoughts and 
Books. He was a true Son of 
the Church of England, inthat 
ſound: Doctrine laid down. in 
the Articles of Religion, and | 
Taught by our -moſt famous | 
ancient Divines and Reformers; 
and a real follower of their Pic- 
ty, as well as a ſtrenuous main- 
tainer of the Truth they profeſl- 
ed. His Preaching was moſtly 
practical, yet rational and argu- | 
mieitarive, to his hearers under- 
| he 


To the Reader. 


ſtandings, as well as affections ; 
and where controverſies came 
in his way , he ſhewed great A- 
cuteneſs and Judgment in dif- 
cufling and determining them, 
and no leſs skill in applying them 
to practice : So that he'was 1n- 
oy a workman that needed not 
to be aſhamed,being able by ſound 
Dodrine, both to exhort and con- 
vince pain-ſayers.. Some have. 
thought his Preaching too high 
for bi Hearers, and it can- 
not be denyed but his gifts were, 
ſuited to the more intelligent 
ſort of Chriſtians; yer it muſt. 
withal be ſaid, that if he were 
ſometimes _dcep, he was never 
abſtruſe ; he handled the great 
Myſteries of the Goſpel —_ 
much-clearneſs and ſake ER 
ſo "AE 1 a 1 In A bas Preachung, he 
| VETS | 


Several 


he hath left behind him, 1 the 
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were above moſt, 1t was only: 
becauſe moſt were below him. 
cynſiderable Treatules+# 
on ſome of the moſt mpÞG - 
rant points of Religion, he Wille 
thhed in his kr neſs pr 


fame form he uſually * Writ. | 


them for the Pulpar. FThis 
comes out firit as a dos F 
to ſeveral others deligned to be F 
made publick, as ſoon as they 


can be err CONVENIENCY crank. 


cribed, which (if the Lord will, 
and ſpare life ) ſhall be atteſted 
with our hands ; and whatever 
any elſe ſhall publiſh, can be bur 
imperfect Makes (his own Co- 
pies being under our reviſal at 
the requeſt of his Friends) taken 
from him in the Pulpit,in which 
what muſtakes do often happen, 
every 
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To the Reader. 


every one knows, and we haye | 


found. by experience 1n the caſc 


of the Dead, and prevent the a- 
bule of rhe ping Theſe Ser- 


mons nught have come out with. 


the ſolemn ceremony of large 


recommendarions, the PR ft 


worth being ſo well known to, 
his Preaching ſo highly eſteem- 


ed by the moſt eminent Mini- 


ſters about the Ciry ; but it was 
judged ncedlefs, his own works 
being ſufficient to praiſe him. 

One thing more. 3s to be ad- / 


ded, That fuch as he 1s here, fuck: 


he.1s in his other Pieces; ſo that 
thou haſt here, Reader, a ſpe- 
cimen: of the. ſtrain. and Spirie 


of th s holy Man, this being his. 


fa nuliar 


this very Author, more than 
once. This was thought fit to 
be ſaid, to ſecure the reputation 
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familiar and ordinary way of 
Preaching, and: theſe Sermons 
coming our firſt, not as if they 
were the non-ſuch of what he 
tett behind him , but becauſe 
. they could ſooneſt be diſpatch- 
cd, and to obvaate the injuries 
' mighr elſe be done by ſpurious 
Treatiſes, both to him, and thee; 
and likewiſe by this little taſt to 
gratific the Appetitesof ſuch who 
having been his Auditors, did 
' longeven.with greedineſsto feaſt 
themſelves again upon . thoſe 
excellent truths, which in the 
delivery were fo ſweet to them. 


"Foie 00 it may quicken their 


app 554 who NCVET heard him. 
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To the Reader. þ £5 #4 
be good Metal, the yvhole ſum 3 
yyill be no leſs currint. That 7 
a Blefling from Heaven may be 4 
upon this yyork, and upon thee 2 
in Reading, and Studying the k 
Nature, and Beauty, and Ends 
of Divine Providence, and that 
the Lord of the Harveſt (eſpe- 
cially vyhen ſo many are dayly 
called home) vvould ſend forth ff 
more and more ſuch labourers 

into the Haryeſt , is the hearty 
prayer of. 


[ſhine it the Lord. 
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A Diſcourſe of 
Divine Providence; 


2 Chron. 16. 9. 


For the eyes of the Lord run to att” 
fro naalns the whole Earth, 
to ſhew himſelf flrong in the 
behalf of them whoſe heart is 


perfett towards him. 


find Baaſha King of Iſrael railing 
walls about, and Fortifying Ramab, 
a place about twelve miles from Fernſe- 
lem, the Metropolis of Judah, intending 
by that fmeans to block 4/2 up, becauſe 
Ramah lay juſt upon the road between 


T: the beginning of the Chapter you 


Jeruſalem and Samaria, the ſeats of the Ig: 


_S Kings, ver. l. 


For was probably aftaid of the Res. © © I 
Wael to Judah, upon thatRefor- . .-.. ” 
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A Diſcourſe of 
ſhould paſs upon that account. And to 
this purpoſe makes great preparation, as 
appears ver. 6. for with the proviſion 
Baaſha had made for the fortification 
of Ramah;, Aſa,after the ſeizing of theſe 
materials, builds two Towns, Gaba and 
M3zzpab. 

Aſa ſeeing Baaſha ſo buſte about this 
Deſign, and fearing the conſequence of 
it, hath recourſe to earnal policy rather 
thantoGod : And therefore enters into 
league with Benhadad a neighbour, 
tho an Idolatrous Prince, and purcha- 
ſeth hisaſliſtance with the Sacrilegious 
price of the Treaſure of the Temple, 
v. 2, 3. And hereby engageth him to 
invade the King of [/aels Territories, 
that he might thereby find work for Baa- 
ſha 1n another part, and ſo divert him 
from that De{ign upon which he was fo 
bent,v. 3. Go, break thy league with Baa- 
ſha, that he may depart from me. 

Benhadad 1s eaſily perſwaded by the 
quantity of gold,e-c.to break hisLeague 
and make an Inroad, and proves vicori- 
ous, aud takes many Cities, where the 
Magazines and Stores were laid up, v.4 

Baaſha now to ſave his country, and 
make 2 
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i, v. 8. He father aggravates his fin by the 
# conſideratio dr of Gods general providen- 


Divine Providence. 3 
make head againſt his enemies, is forced 
to leave Ramahb ; whereupon Aſe, who 
watched his opportunity, ſcizeth the 
materials he had left for the fortifying of 
Ramah, and puts them to another uſe, 
ver, 5. 6. 

Hanani the Seer is preſently ſent by 
God with a threatningof War, becaufe 
he applies himſelf to a heathen Prince, 
rather than to the Loyd of Hoſts, v. 7: 
his fin is aggravated by Gods former kind- 
neſs to him , and experience he had pi- 
ven him of his miraculous Pfovidence in 
his ſucceſs againſt that vaſt Army of the . 
Ethiopians and Lubims, or Lybians, and 
that upon his recourſeto, or reliance on 
God. And that he ſhould afterwards have 1 
recourſe to the arm of fleſh, was a difpa- i 
ragement to Gods providential kindneſs, 


i bis creatures,and the particu- 
Jar endof It and of all his providences; 
Viz, the. goo 


d of his Churchand people, 
v. 9. For Tv ezes of the Lord, &c, eyes of 
the Lord, in Scripture, lipnifie, 

1. His knowledge , Job: 34. 21, For, 
bis eges are upon all the waies of man,and 


| B a | he 


[oh NY . 4 Diſcourſe of \. 
Gn Ho ſees all his goings. Heb. 4. 13. all things 
are naked and-opened'unto = ves of hin 


Fo the Tex with whom we have to do * 
© ns fig- 2, His Providence, 


Foy 1. For good, Sq.it notes his Graoe and 
y dorſ, © 2, good Will; fo his Eyes and his Heart 


tis anima aTC joyned together, | Kings 9. 3. #2710 
libus per eyes and my heart ſhall be there perpetually, 
#1 viz. in bis Temple; the place which he 
apparent had hallowed to gut his Name there for 
q hate ever. Pal. 32. 8. I will guide him with 
latere nine eye, that is, I will counſel him, and 
= "WM dire& him in a gracious anda favourable 
Vol. 3. 1. Way-, Therefore to be cut off from the 
106. ezeof the Lord, jsto be deprived of his 
fayour, P/a. 31. 22, for none can be cut 
off from a imple knowledge of. God : 
So.Zech. 3. 9; ſeven eyes .upors one ſtone, 
that i is, the Providence of God wasinan | 
eſpecial manner with Chriſtin poey 4 
of his Paſſion, - fy 2 
vindittive :aſtice, oo T th 
are againſt the Lord, to prouy = lh e 

&. glory Kindnets andvanger.z 

rſt in the eye, one by 1 Pk | 
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Dzevine Providence. 


induſtrious inſpe&ion into all things. ; 

Pſa!. 119.32. { will run the ways of thy 

' Commandments 3 — ſpeed and di- 
ligence. 

Ia the Verſe, we haves, 

I, A deſeription of Gods Providence. 

IL. The end of it. © 

I. The deſcription of Gods Providence, 

I. Thc immediateneſs of it, ( his eyes] 
his own eyes, not anothers, Not like 
Princes, who ſee by their Servants eyes 
more than by their own, what is done int 
their Kingdoms; his care is immediate: 
Though Angels are the Minifters of his 
_ Providence, the Guardians and Watch- 
ersof the World, yet God is their Cap- 
tain, and is alwaies himfelf upon the 
Watch. 

2, Quickneſs and ſpeed of Providenes 
[ran His eyes do not only walk, bat run 
the round) they are not lumbering eyes, 
nor drowZzy eye-lids, their motion 1s 
quick and nimble. T3 

3. Extent of Providence {the wholh 
Earth? all things in the Earth, all the 
hairs on the Heads of theſe men : 
The ' meaneſt Worm - as (well - as : the 
__ Prince; the" loweſt Shrub 

B 3 
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A Diſcourſe of 


as well as the talleſt Cedar , every cran- 


ny, corner or chinkof the Earth. 

4. Diligence of Providence to and fro. 
His care 1s repeated, he looks this way 
and that way, again and apain, his eyes 
are not conlin'd to one place, fixed on 
one object, but are always rouling about 
from one place to another. 

s. The E fficacy of his Providence ; His 
care doth engage his ſtrength ; he doth 
not only diſcaver dangers, but prevent 
them ; he hath eyes to (ee,and Power to 
order all things according to his pleaſure. 
Wiſe to ſee, and ſtrong to ſave. 


Il, The end of. Providence | to ſhew him- 


ſelf ſtrong, &c.) 


I. Finis cujus,| to (hew him ſelf ſtrong.) 
Heb. to make himſelf (trong,' but beſt 
Tranſlated to ſhew himſelf ſtrong. Ic 1s 
not an addition of ſtrength, but an ex- 
ercile of ſtrength that is here meant. ' 

2. Finis cui, or the Perſons for whom, 


Thoſe that are perfe@ jn heart. 


Do@rines, 
I. There is a Prgvidence exerciſed by 
(rod in the World. =P 
2. All 


Divine Providence. 7 
2. All Gods Providences in the World, 
are in order tothe good of his people. 
3. Sincerity in Gods way gives a man 
an intereſt in all Gods Providences, and the 
good of them. 
1. For the firſt, There is a Providenti. P% 
tial inſpedion and Government of all ihings 
in the world by God: * Ts not a bare f1ghr 
of things has? is here meant by Godseye, 
but a fight and knowledge 10 order to 
the Governing and diſpoſing of them, 
View this doftrine at yourletſure, preach- 
ed by God himſelf, with an inconceivable , 
elegancy,and three whole Chapters ſpent * ſob 38. 
in the Szrmon, and * by the Pſalmiſt *, 539.45 
Some obſerve that the ſociety of Angels 147. 148. 
and Heavenly creatures is repreſented 
Ez.1.by a quaternarian number, becaule | 
the World: 1s divided 1nto 4 dimenſions, 
Eaſt, Weſt, North,and South,as intimating 


the extention of Gods Piovidence over BR ng, 
2VINC 


all parts. rivhe of 
Things are not ordered in the World Govern: 

ceco 7mpetu;not by blind fortune, but an page 7 

alſeeing deity, who hath the management | 

of all ſublunary affairs Tis weyean Sv apls * opens 

TYS Tearvice evra v Tr dgirs vs yivireas 5 Was 4dCormih. 

the Theological Maxim of the Stoicks. FS: 34 
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A Diſcourſe of 
Before 1 come particularly to explain 
the Providence of God, I ſhall lay down 
ſome Propoſitions as the Foundations of 


this Doctrine. 
1. God bath an indiſputable and peculiar 


Right to the Government of the World : 


None everqueſtion'd Gods Right,nonor 


his act, but thoſe that were ſwelled with 
an'unreaſonablc ambition, ſuch as Neb#- 
chadnezzar, who for this cauſe under- 
went the puniſhment of a 7 years baniſh- 
ment from the ſociety of men. 

None indeed that acknowledg a God, 
"bid or can queſtion Gods Right, though 
they may queſtion his Will, an actual 
Exerciſe of his Right. He 1s the Creator, 
and therefore is the Soveraign Lord 
and Ruler. The World is his Family, 
and as a Maſter, he hath an undoubted 
Right to govern his own Family. He 
gave all creatures their beings,and thexe- 
fore hatha right to ena their laws, Pp- 
point their ſtations, and fix their ends. 
*Tis as much his property and preroga- 
tive to rule, as it is to create. Creation 
1s ſo peculiarly proper to God, that itis 
Not communicable to any creature, . no 
$I cords to Angsgthough of a vali Capacity 
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Divine Providence. 
in other things, and that becauſe they 
are Creatures themſelves. *T is as im- 
poſſible for one creature or all togovern 
the World, and manage all the boyſte- 
rous paſſions of men to juſt and glorious 
ends, as to create them. *'Tis true, God 
uſeth inſtruments in the executive part of 
his Providence 3 but he doth not defign 
the Goverment of the world only by in- 
ſtruments. He uſeth them not forneceſſ1- 
ty,but ornament. He Created the World 
without them, and thereforecan Govern 
the World without them. 

Virtus Creativa eſt fundamentum provi- 
dentie & argumentum ad providentian. 
This right is founded upon that Creation, 
as he is the efficient cauſe of it. This | 
right is alſo founded upon the excellen- 
cy of his Being. That which is excellent 
haviog a right to rule in the way of that 
excellency,that which is inferior z every 
man hath a natural right to rule another 


1n his own art and skill wherein he excells 


hmm : If it be the right of a chief Magi- 
ſtrate to manage the concerns of his King- 
dom, with what reaſon can we deny thar 


| right to God ? 


2. Ged Pans I] qualific :d for the univerſal 


government 


ponmmuny 
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government of the World, All Creatures as 


they were unable to create themſelves, 
fſoare unable to manage themſelves with» 
out the DireCtion of a Superior power, 
much more unable to manage the vaſt 
body of the world. God 15only fit 1n 
regard of 

I. Power ; Conſervation 1s continuata 
Creatio;that power which is fit 10 Create, 
1s only fit to preſerve. A continued Crea- 
tion belongs as much to Omanipotency, 
as the firſt Creation. . 

The Government of it requires no lels 
power, both in regard of the numerouſle 
neſs of the obje&s, and the ſtrange con- 
trariety of paſſions in rational creatures, 
and qualities in irrational; conſervation is 
but one continued at with creation, fol- 
lowing on from an inſtant to duration, as 
aline from its Mathematical point *. 
2. Holineſs and righteouſneſs. If he 
that hates right is not fit to govern, Fob 
34. 17. then he that is infinitely Righte- 
ous, and hath an infinite loveto Righte- 
ouſneſs , 1s the fitteſt to undertake that 
task; without Righteouſneſs there would 
be nothing but confuſion in the whole 
creation ; Diſorder 1s the effet of un- 
righteouſneſs, 
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Divine Providence, 
unrighteouſnels, as order is the effect of 


juſtice, The juſteſt man is fitteſt for ſub- 
ordinate Government among - men, and 


the infinite juſt God is fitteſt for the uni- 


verſal Government of the World. 

3. Knowledge. An infinite knowledge 
to deſcry all the contrivances and various 
labyrinths of the hearts of men, their ſe- 
cret intentions and aims,is neceſſary. I he 
Government of the World conſiſts more 
in ordering the inward faculties of men, 
touching the hearts, and tuning them 
to play what notes he pleaſes, than 1n ex- 


ternal things. No creature hath the skill 


or power to work immediately upon the 
will of man; neither Angels nor Devils 
can do it immediatly, but by propoſing 
objects, and working upon the fancy, 
which 1s not alwaies ſuccesful. He that 
created the heart, knows all the wards 
of it,and hath only the skill to turnit, & 
1ocline it as he pleaſes; he muſt needs know 
all the inclinations of the creatures, and 
their proper aCtivities,{ince he alone con- 
ferred all thoſeſcveral principles and qua- 
Jities upon them. * Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning 
of the world, viz. the particular natures, 
BEE rote INci:nations, 


A Diſcorrſe of 
inclinations, inward motions, which no 
creature fully underſtands 3 he needs no 
deputy toinform him of what is done, he 
1s every Where, and ſees all things : 
Worldly Governours cannot be every 
where eſſentially preſent. 

God is ſo perfect in his knowledge 
of all things , that he cannot be impoſed 
upon by the evil ſuggeſtions and flatte- 
ries of men or Angels. 

In nature it is ſo, the eye guides the 
body, becauſe that is the chief Organ of 
ſenſlitive knowledg; the mind, which is 
the ſeat of Wiſdom guides the whole. 

4- Patience. Infinite patience is requi- 
lite to the preſervation and government 
of the World 1n the circumſtances where- 
in it hath ſtoodever fince the fall : What 
Angel, though the meekeſt, or can all 
the Angels in Heaven be Maſters of ſo 
much patience as isneedful for this work 
of governing the World, though for 
the ſpace of one day ? Could they bear 
with all thoſe evils which are committed 
in the world in the ſpace of 24 hours ? 
Might we not reafonably conceive that 
they would be ſo tired withthe obliqut- 
ties, diſorders, deformities which they 

bf | would 
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would ſee in the ads of men, (beſides all 
the evil which isin the hearts of men, 
which lye without the verge of their 
knowledg) that they would rather call 
for fire from Heaven to burn the world 
to Aſhes. 


* Averroes thought,that becauſe of Gods x Trop in 
ſlowneſs to anger, be meddled not with 


ſublunary concerns : This rather fits him 
for it, becaufe he can bear with the 1m- 
juries of wicked men, otherwiſe the 

world would not continue a moment. 
Angels, though powerful, holy, wiſe 
and patient creatures, yet being creatures, 
they want the infiniteneſs of all theſe 
qualifications which are neceflary to this 
government : Though they are know- 
ing, yet they know not mens hearts; 
though they are wiſe, yet they. may be 
charged with a folly uncapable of this 3 
though holy, yet nor able in this reſpect 
to manage it tothe ends and defigns of 
an infinite holineſs; though nimble, yet 
cannot be in all parts of the world at eve- 
ry turn :but the Providence of God is 
infallible, becauſe of his infinite Wiſdomz 
indefatigable,becauſe ofhis Omnipoten- 
cy3 and righteous, bcauſe of his Good- 
N 3. There 
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. A Diſcourſe of 
' 3. There can be no reaſon rendred why 
God ſhould not aFually govern the World, 
ſince He only hath a right and a fitneſs. 
It God doth not atually govern it, it 1s 
either becauſe He cannot, or becauſe He 
will not. 

1. Not becauſe He cannot; this inability 
muſt be either for want of knowledge, 
or want of power. The one if aflerted, 
would deny his Omnipotence, the other 
his Omniſciencez the one would make 
him a weak God, the other an ignorant 
God, and conſequently no God. 

2. Not becauſe He will not. If He can 
and will not, it 13, ſay ſome, a teſtimony 
of envy, that he maligns the good of his 
creatures. But not to in(iſt upon this 3 
This muſt be either becauſe of the 

1. Difficulty, This cannot be ; What 
difficulty can there be in a ſingle word, 
or one AQ of his will, which can be done 
by God without any moleſtation , were 
there millions of Worlds as well as this ? 
For (till they would be finite, and ſo 
governable by an infinite Superior. 
May we not more reaſonably think 
the forming ſuch a Maſs would re- 
quire more pairs than the government ”w 
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Divine Providence 
it 2 The right ſtringing an inſtrument is | 
more trouble to a skiltul Mufitian, than 
the trippirg over the ſtrings afterwards 
to make an harmony. What difficulty 
can it be to Omnipotence ? Is it a greater 
labour to preſerve and govern, than it 
was to create? Dothnot the Soul order 
every part of the body, and all its funCti- 
ons without any pain to it? and ſhall not 
the God that made that Soul ſoindefati- 
gable, much more manage the concern- 
ments of the World without labour to 
himſelf?[sit not as eafie with God toguide 
all theſe things by one ſingle a of his 
Will, as for me by an act of my Soul to 
do many things without a diſtin&a&of 
cogitation or conlideration before ? Can 
it be more laborious to him, to govern 
the world, than it is to know all things 
in the world? He ſes all things in an in- 
ſtant by one a of his underſtanding,and 
he orders all creatures in a moment b 
one act of his will.Can one a& of his will 
be more painful, than one a& of his un- 
derſtanding f Can he with a word make 
this great Ball, and can he not with as 
much eaſe order all toconformto thelaw_ 
of his own righteous will ? Can a conti- 
- nual 


A Diſcourſe of 
..nual eruption of goodneſs be a difficulty 
toan infinite Being, which we find natu- 
ral to the Sun, to the Fountains, to the 
Sea, tomany works of that Omnipotent 
Goodneſs? Or, 

2. Diſparagement. Denial of Gods 
Providence over the leſſer things of the 
World, did ariſe from the conſideration 
of the ſtate of Monarchs, who thought 
it an abridgment of their felicity and dig- 
nity to ſtoop to ſuch low confiderations 
as the minutula of their eſtates might ex- 
at from them, but left them to their 
Vicegerents. But they conlider not, that 
the felicity of God as it reſpetts the crea- 


ture,is to communicate his goodneſs toas 
many ſubjects as he hath made capable 


of his care. If it were his glory to create 
the world , can it be his diſhonour to 
govern it ? The glorifying his Wiſdom 
is as honourable to him as the magnify- 

his Power; though both are eminent 
in Creation and Providence, yet his Wiſ- 
- dom is more fignal in the Governing, as 


:his Power was in framing of the world. 
Why was it not as much a ſſuniſes | 


'ment to God tocreate things cont 


le in oureyes, a fnce he hath creungl} 
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them to take care of them, and marſhal: . 


them for his own glorious ends. The 


San in the Heavens 1s a ſhadow of God, 
which doth not diſdain to communicate 
its natural goodneſs, and emit its beams 
to the meaneſt Creatures, and let the lit- 
tle flies ſport themſelves 1n them, as well 
as the greateſt Princes: and tranſmits 1ts 
influences upon things obſcure and at a 
diſtance from it, whereby it manifefts an 
univerſal regard to all, And would it 
not be a diſparagement to an infinite 
poodnels to be our-ſtript by a Creature 
which he hath ſet up for a natural com= 
munication of goodneſs to thereſt of the 
World? The very conſideration of the 
9##, and the nature of it, gives us as 
much an account of God, as any inan1- 
mate being whatſoever: 'Tis as much 
the Suns honour to produceaſmall Inſeft, 
as the growth of the greateſt Plant. 
Have not all Creatures a natural af- 
fection in them to preſerve and provide 
for their own? hath not God wuch more; 
who-endued all creatures with that diſ- 
poſition 2 Whatſoever is a natural per- 
tetian in creatures, iseminently an in- 
finite perfe&tion in God. IF it bez 
therefore a praiſe to you to preſerve 
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Fourthly. 


A” Diſcourſe of 
your own, can it be a diſgrace to God? 
You may as well ſay, it is as much a di(- 
honour to him to be good, as to have a 
tender regard to his creatures, Cenſure 
him as well, you may, for creating them 
for your delight, as preſerving and go- 
verning them for rhe ſame end. They are 
all good, for he pronounced them fo, and 
being ſo, a God of goodneſs will not ac- * 
count them unworthy of his care. Are 
they now the Products of his Omnipo- 
tent Wiſdom, and ſhall not they be the 
objcCcts of his directing wiſdom? If they 
are not unworthy of God to create, 
how can they be unworthy of God to 
govern them ? It would be as much be- 
low him to make them, as to rule them 
when they were made. 

4. Therefore, God doth aFually me 
and govern the world : ; though Angels are 27 
in Miniſtry im ſome particular works of | ; 
his providence, yet God is the Steer(- 6 
man, who gives out his particular orders * 
to them. 4 

Jacobs Ladder had the top in Heaven, 
where God ſtood to keep it tirm : Its foot + 
on Earth, and the Angels going up and 


down upon feveral errands at their 
Maſters beck, As 


Drvine Providence. i9 
As God made all things for himſelf, ſo 
he orders the ends of all things made by 
him, for his own glory. For being the 
moſt excellent and intelligent agent, he 
doth reduce all the motions of his Crea- 
eures to that end for which he made 
them. | os 
This aQual government of the World 
by God, brancheth it {elf out 1n three 
things. | / 
I. Nothing is aFed in the World withe 
out Gods knowledge. The viſion of the 
' Wheels in Ezekiel preſents us with an ex- 
; cellent portraiture of Providence, there 
\: areeyes round about the wheels +. + Ezele 
' Theeyeof God is upon the whoſe cir- 10. cher 
 Cleof the creatures motion. In all the lira? 
' revolutlons 1n the world , there 1s the &c. 7” 
| Eye of Gods Omnilſcience to ſee them, 
 ® andthearmof his Omnipotence to guide 
. Z them: Not the moſt retired corner, or 
 # the darkeſt cell, not the deepeſt cavern, - 
*Z or molt inward projet, nor the moſt 
& ſecret wickednefs, not the cloſeſt good- 
neſs, but the eye of the Lord beholds it, _ 
t Prov.15.3.1ke eyes of theLord arein e- + Pro. x 
very place,bebolding the evil and the good. 3, EG 
He hears the words, ſees the adions, 
knows the thoughts, regiſters the gract- 
Ca ous 
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ous diſcourſes, bottles up the penitent 

tears, and conſiders all the ways of men ; 
not a whiſpered Oath, not an Atheiſtical 
thought, though but only peeping upon 
the heart,and linking down again in that 
maſs of corruption z not a diſorderly 
word, but he knows and marks it. The 
Soul hath a particular knowledge of e- 
very a(t, becauſe it is the ſpring of eve- 

ry at in any member; and nothing is 

done in-this little World , but the Soul 
knows it. Surely, then there is not an 
att done in the world, nor themotion of + 
any creature, but as God doth concur 
to it, he muſt needs know what he doth 
concur to. The knowledg and ordain- 
1ng every thing 1s far leſs to the infinite | 
being of God, than the knowledg and ' 


ordaining every motion of the body isto . 


a finite Soul, 

Or, Suppoſe a Soul cloathed with a ' 
body of as big a proportion as the matter | 
of the whole creation, it would atate i 


this body, tho of a greater bulk, and, Y 


know every motion of it. How much || 


hy) 


more God, who hath infinity,and excel-) 5 


lency and ſtrength of all Angels and 
Souls, mult needs aftuate this world, and 
know every motion of it ? There is no- 
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thing done inthe World, but ſome crea- 
ture or other knows it ; he that adts it, 


' doth at leaſt know it: If God did not 


know it, the creatures then in that par- 
ticular knowledge would be ſuperiourto 
God, and know ſomething more than 
God knows 3 can this be pcſlible ? 
2. Nothing is ated in the World with- 
out the will of God. His Will either com- 
mafijds it, or permits it *, Pſal. 135. 6. Eph. 1-1 


What ſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did he al in 


7 heaven and earth. after the 


Even the fins of the World, his will Counſel of 


permits them,his power aſliſts ip the af, ow 22g 


and his Wiſdom orders the finfulneſs 
of the act for holy ends. The Four. 
Chariots in Zech, 6. 2, 3, 4, 5- by 
which ſome underſtand Azgels, are ſent 
upon commiſſion into the ſeveral parts of 
the world, and compared to Chariots, 
both for their ſtrength, their (wifrnefs, 
their impioyment in a military way to 
ſecure the Church. Theſe are ſaid to 
come*out of the two Mountains of braſs, * y. ;. 
which ſignify the irreverſible decrees of 
God, which the Angels are to execute. 
He alarums up the Winds, when he would 
bave Jonah arreſted in his flight. He 
C 3 ſounds 
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ſounds a retreat to them ,and locks ther 


up in their Chambers * Bread hath a 
natural vertne 1n 1t to nouriſh, but it 
muſt be accompanied with his ſecret bleſ: 
fing, Mat. 4. 4- 
Virtute primi aftus,agunt agentia omnia quicquid agunt. 
2. Nothing doth jubſiſt without Gods 
care and power. His eyes running to an 
fro,implicsnot only knowledge, but care. 
He doth not careleſly behold what is 
done in the World, but like a skilful Pz- 
lot, he fits at the helm, and ſteers the 
World in what courſe it ſhould Sail. 


 Qur being we owe to his power, our 


well being to his care, our motion and 
exerting of every faculty,to bis merciful 


providence and concurrence; in him we 


live, and' move, and have our being *, He 
frames our being, preſerves our life, con- 
curs With our motion, This is an [dea 
that,bears datein the minds of men, with 
the very notion ofa God. Why elſe did 
the Heathen in all their ſtreights fly to 
their altars, and fill their Temples with 
cries and ſacrifices? To what purpoſe 
was this, if they had not acknowledged 
Gods ſv verintendency, his taking notice 
of their cauſe, —_ their prayers, 
> conſ1- 
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Divine Providence; 
conſidering their cries? Why ſhould they 
do this,if they thought thatGod did not 
regard humane affairs, but ſtood un- 
touched with a ſenſe of their milerics? 
If all things were done by chance, 
there could be no predictions of fature 
things, which we frequently find in Scrip- 
ture, and by what ways accompliſhed. 

Impoſſible i it 15 that anything can be con- 
tinued without his care. If God ſhould 
1n the leaſt moment withhold the influ- 
ence of his Providence, we ſhould melt 
into nothing, as the ;mprefſion of a Seal 
upon the water, vaniſhes, as ſoon as the 
Seal is removed , or as the reflettion of 
the face 1n the olaſs diſappears upon the 
firſt inſtant of our removal from it. The 
light in the air is by participation of the 
Iight of the Sun 3 The light in the air 
withdraws upon the departure of the 
Sun. The Phyſical and moral goodneſs of 
the Creature would vaniſh upon the re- 
moval of God from it, who 1s the Foun- 
tain of both. 

What an Artificer doth work,may con- 
tinue, tho the workman dies, becauſe 
what he doth is materially, asto the mat- 
ter of it, ready to his hatlds, he creates 
C 4 not 
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Hoſ. 2. 18 his hands*, More particularly the na- 


21, 2: tureof Providence may be explained by bl 


Firſt Pro- 


po,ition. 
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not the matter, but only ſets materialsto- 


gether, and diſpoſeth them into ſuch a 


form and Figure ; But God gives a being 
to the matter and form of alithings,and 
therefore the continuance of that being 
depends upon his preſerving influence *. 


5: God upholds the World, and cauſes all 


.- thoſe laws which he hath impreſled upon 
every creature, to be put in execution; 
not as a man that makes a Watch, and 
winds it up, and then ſuffers it togo of 
it ſelf;Or that turnsa River into another 
Channel, and lets it alone to run in the 
graft he hath madeforit; but there is a 
continual concurrence of God to this 
goodly frame. For they do not only 
live, but move 1n him, or by him; his 
living and Omnipotent power runs 
through every vein of the Creation, g1- 
ving it life and motion,and ordering the 
aCts of every part of this great body. 

All the motions of ſecond cauſes are 


ultimately reſolved into the Providence to 


of God, who holds the firſt lick of them 


Two propoli Wis 


and 


The univer ality of it. His EY es runto ui 


Divine Providence. 2g 
and fro throughout the whole Earth. 
"Tis over all Creatures, 1. The highs 
eſt. 2. The loweſt. 
I. The higheſt and moſt magnificent pie- 
ces of the Creation. Fo. 
I. Over Feſns Chriſt, the firſt born of 


every creature; Gods providence was 


11 an eſpecial manner converſant about 


him, and fixel upon him. It was by the 
determinate counſel of God, that he was 
delivered up*: His providence was di- "4s.2, 
ligently exerciſed about him in his whole ©7 
courſe, Chriſt anſwers his Mothets ſo- 
I:citouſneſs with the care his Father took 
of him *. Do you not know that I am *&- 
about thoſe things my Father takes care 1; Ejou 
of?* This expoſition beſt agrees with his no: that 
reproof, who blames them for creatingſo naw” 
much trouble to themſelves upon their Farhers 
miſting him in the Town. Tis not, why ny 5, 
do you interrupt me in my diſpute with — | 
the Jewiſh DoGors? But [ How is it that Ham- | 
you ſought me? Do you think I amnot 2 
under the careof my Father? ] It was 
particularly exerciſed on inim inthe micft 
of his paſſion. * Sever eyes were upon » Zach, 
the Sfore. Seven, a number of perfeCti- 3.9. 
on, a perfect and peculicr care of God at- 
tended him, * -.,- 4 On 


+ ADiſchaſe of - 
+2, Over Angels and Men. The Soul of 

_ . theleaſt Animal, and the ſmalleſt plant, 
1s formed and preſerved by God, but the 


breath of Mankind is more particularly 
in his hand : Fob 12. 1o. In whoſe hand 


breath of all Mankind. 

I. Over good Angels and Men. He 
charges his Angels with folly and weak- 
neſs, They cannot dire themſclves with- 
out his wiſdom, nor preſerve themſelves 
without his power. God hath a Book of 
Providence wherein he writes down 
who ſhall be preſerved, and this Book 
Moſes underſtands, Exod. 32.33. Who- 
foever hath ſinned againſt me, him will I 
blot out of my Book; not the Book of E- 
leftion ; no names written there are 
blotted out; but out of the Book of Pro- 
vidence. As it is underſtood, 1/a.4. 3: 
[ every one that is writtin among the l1- 
ving in Jeruſalem} i.e. every one whom 
God deligns to preſervation and delive- 

*Hortons TANCe. * That God, ſurely, that hath a 
Serm. Pf. care of the mean animals, will not be 
87.Þ. 56. careleſs of his affetionate Worfhippers. 
He that feeds the Ravens, will not ſtarve 
his Doves. He that ſatisfies the Raven- 
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7s the Soul of every living thing, and the 
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ing Wolf , will not famiſh his. gentle 
Lambs and harmleſs Sheep. He ſhelters 
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* Gen. 


Jacob from Labans fury, and * tutors him z; 29. 


how he ſhould carry himſclf towards the * 

ood man. He brought Hamann out 
of favour, and ſet Mordecaz in his place 
for the deliverance of the Jews which 
were deſign'd for (laughter. - 

2. Ouer evil Angls and Men, Gods 
power preſerves them, his patience ſuffers 
them, his wiſdom orders them and their 
evil purpoſes and performances to his 
own glory. The Devil cannot: arreſt 
Job, nor touch a Lamb of his Flock, nor 
a hair of his head, without a commiſſion 
from God. He cannot enter into one fil- 
thy Swine in the Gaderens herd, with- 
out asking ourSaviour leave. Whateverhe 
doth, he hath a grant or permiſſion from 
Heaven for it. Gods ſpecial providence 
1s over his people, but his general provi- 
dence over all Kingdoms and Countreys. 

He takes care of Syria, as well as of 
7Judea, and ſends Eliſha to anoint Hazael 
King of $5734, as well as Febu King of I/- 


rael*. Though [Þmae! had norks for *, King. 
Iſaac, jet a God of Iſaac provided for 19. 15. 


the wants of Iſhmael *. Becanſs kis Sun * x 


Gen. 
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| _ **ftoſhine upon the unjuſt as well as the juſt 3 
to produce Fruits and Plants for their 
preſervation. 

IH. Over the meaneſt Creatures. As the 
Suns light, ſo Gods Providence diſdains 
not the meaneſt worms. *Tis obſerved, 
that inthe enumeration of the works of 
*Gen. I. Creation *, only the great Whales and 
FT ſmall creeping things are mentioned, and 

not the intermediate creatures, to ſhew 

that the leaſt as well as the greateſt are 

under his care. 'Tis one of his Titles to 

* Nch. be the preſerver of Beaſts as well as mer ©. 
___Hebsthegreat Caterer for all creatures*. 
The young Lyons ſeek their meat from God. 
They attend him for their daily portion ; 
and what they gather and meet with in 
their purſuit, is Gods gift to them, vex/. 
27, 28, He liſtens to the cries of the +. 
yourg Ravens, though they are Birds of © 
*Pſal, Prey. He gives to the Beaſt bis food, 
147-9. and to the young Ravens which cry, In 
4 Pſalm 104. David throughout the 
whole readsa particular Lecture of this 
Doctrine, wherein you may take a pro- 

ſpect of Gods providence all over the 

world. He a&s them by a Command- 

ment and imprinted Law upon their na- 

tures, 


9.6. 
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tures, and makes them obſerve exactly 
thoſe ſtatutes he enadts for the guidance * 
of themin their proper operations. Pſal. 
I47. I5. | he ſendeth forth his Commana- 
ment upon earth, and bis word runs very 
ſwiſtly,}] viz. his word of Providence. "Pal. 
: R 119. 9T; 
God'keeps them in the obſervation of 73; "cou- 
their firſt ordinance *. They obſerve tinue this 
their ſtations,theLaw God hath ſet them, 7; 
as if they had a rational knowledge of #o thine 
their duty in their particular motions, _ 
Pſ. 104.19. the Sun knoweth his going ure thy 
down, Sometimes he makes them 1nſ{tru- Servants, 
ments of his Miniſtry to us; ſometimes ren . 
executioners of his judgments. Lice and and what 
Frogs arm themſclves at his command to ** #297 #- 
puniſh Egypt: He makes a Whale to at- 
tend J-as dropping into the Sea,tob2an 
inſtrument both to puniſh and preſerve 
him ; Yea, and which is more wonder- 
ful , the multitude of the very Cattle 
1s brought among others as a reaſon of 
a peoples preſervation from deſtruction, 
Jonah 4. 11. the multitude of the Cattle 
are joyned with the multitude of the in- 
fants, as an argument to ſpare Nizeveh. 
He remembers Noah's Cattel as well as his 
Sons, Gen.8. I- God remembred Noah and 
very living thing, and all the Cattel that 
WK were 


is 
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were with him in the Ark. He numbers 
the very hairs of our heads, that not one 
falls withouthis Will. Not only the im- 
"mortal Soul, but the decaying body ; not 
only the vital parts of that. body, but 
the inconliderable hairs of the head, 
are under hiscare. AparticularaCt of re« 
membrance is exerciſed by God for the 
very Cattle. | 
I. This is no diſhonour to God, totake 
care of the meaneſt Creatures. Tis as ho- 
nourable for his power to preferve them, 
and his Wiſdom to govern them, as for 
both to create them. 'Tis one part of 
a mans righteouſneſs tobe merciful to his 
beaſt which he never made; and 1s it not 
a part of Gods righteouſneſs as the Recs 
tor of the World, to take care of thoſe 
creatures which he did not diſdain to 
give a beingto? 
II. It rather conduceth to his honour. 
_ I. The honour of his goodneſs. It ſhews 
the comprehenfiveneſs of his goodneſs, 


which embraceth in the arms of his Pro- 


vidence, the loweſt Worm,as well as the 
higheſt Angel. Shall infinite goodneſs 
frame a thing,and make no proviſionfor 
its ſubſiſtence ? At the firſt creation he 
acknowledged whatever he had created 
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good in his kind, good in themſelves, 


good in order to the end for which he 


created them 'tis therefore an honoura- ; 
| ble thing for his goodneſs to conduct ' 


them to that end, which 1n their creation 
he deſign'd them for; and not leave them 
to wild diſorders unſutable to the end of 
that goodneſs which firit called them in- 
to being. If he grow out of love with 
the operations of his hands, he would 
ſeem to grow out of love with his own 
goodneſs that formed them. | 
2. The honour of his Power and Wiſdom. 
The Power of God is as much ſeen in 
making an inſect full of life and ſpiritin 
all the parts of it, to perform all the aCi- 
ons ſuitable to its life and nature, as in 
making creatures of a greater bu]k ; and 
Is 1t not for the honour of his power to 
preſerve them, and the honour of his 
Wiſdom to direct theſe hittle animals to 
the end he intended 1n their creation ? 
for as little as they ſeem to be, an end 
they have, and glorious too, for vatu- 
ra nihil facit fruſtra, It ſeems not tocon= 
fiſt with his wiſdom to negle&rhat which 
he hath vouchſafed to create. And 
though the Apoſtle ſeems to deny Gods 
care of Brutes, 1 Cor.g9, Doth God take 


care 
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care for Oxen ? "Tis true God did not in 
that Law only take care of Oxey, z.e, 
with a legiſlative care, as making a Law 


_ only for them, though with a providen- 


tial care he doth ; but the Apoltle there 
doth not deny Gods care for Oxen, but 
makes an argument a #7077 ad majus. 

2. Providence extends to all the ations 
and motions of the Creature. Every ſecond 
cauſe implies a dependance upon a firſt 
cauſe 1n its operation. If God did not 
extend his providence over theaCtons of 
creatures, he would not every where,and 


' inall things and beings be the firſt cauſe. 


I. lo natural aFions, What an orderly 
motion 1s there in the natural actions of 
Creatures, which evidenceth a guidance 
by an higher reaſon, ſince they have none 
of their own? How do fiſh ſerve ſeveral 
coaſts at ſeveral ſeaſons, as if ſent upon 
a particular meſ{age by God? This can- 
not be by any other faculty than the 1n- 
ftintt their Maker hath put into them, 
Plants that grow between a barren and 
fruitful So1l, ſhoot all their roots towards 
the moiſt and fruitful groundzby what 0- 
ther cauſe then a ſecret direttion of Pro- 


ſical Do- vidential Wiſdom®*? There 1s a Law im- 


preſt 
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preſt upon them and their motions, that. 


are ſoorderly,asifthey wereaCted accord- 
ingtoa covenant and agreement between 
them and their Creator, and therfore cal- 
led the Covenant of the day and night *. 
What avails the toyl and labour of man 
in plowing,trading, watching,unleſs God 
influence, unleſs he bleſs, unleſs he keep 
the City ? The proceed of al] things 
depends upon his goodneſs 1a bleſſing, 
and his power in preſerving. God lignt- 
fied this, when he gave the Law from 
Moun: Sizai, promiſing the People, that 
if they kept his Commandments , he 


would give them rain indue ſcafon, and 


that the Earth ſhould bring forth her 


Fruit *. Evidencing thereby, that thoſe * Levit. 


naturalcauſes can produce nothing with Meg 


out his bletling 3 that though they have 79;v you 


natural principles to produce (ach Fruits _ and - 
according to their natures, yet hecan pur 1... 


a ſtop to their operations, and make al] her n- 


their Fruits abortive. He weighs the ©7*45,914 
the trees 


waters, how much (hall be poured out in of the field 
ſhowrs of rain upon the parched earth. /#all yield 


He makesa decree for the rain, and gives Figs, 


the Clouds a Commiſhon to diſſolve 


themſelves ſo much and no more *. Yea, wy 
s 3: 
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he doth order the condu@ of them by 
counſel, as imploying his wiſdom about 
theſe things which are of concern to the 
World. Job 37. 11, 12. He ſcattereth his 
bright cloud, and it is turned round about 
by his counſels, that they may do whatſoever 
he commands them upon the face of the 

world in the earth. 
2. ToCivil a#ions. Counſels of men 
are ordered by him to other ends than 
what they aim at, andwhich their Wiſ- 
dom cannot diſcover. God ſtirred up 
Seracherib to be the Executioner of his 
Juſtice upon the Jews, and afterwards 
upon the /Fgyptiarvs, when: that great 
King defigned only the ſatisfation of his 
ambition in the enlarging his Kingdom, 
and ſupporting his greatneſs. Iſa. 10. 6, 
7. I will ſend him againſt an hypocriti- 
cal nation,& againſt the people of my wrath : 
howbeit he means not ſo, neither doth his 
heart think ſo, \ He deſigns not to be an 
inſtrument of my juſtice} but it is in his 
heart to deifroy and cut off nations not 


a few. His thoughts and aims were far 


different from Gods thoughts. The 
hearts of Kings are in his hands, as wax 
in the handsof a man, which he can work 


into 
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into what ferm and ſhape he pleaſes. He - 
hath the ſoveraignty over , and the or- 
deringthe hearts of Magiſtrates, P/a.47. 
9.the ſhields of the earth belong unto God. 
Counſels of men for the good of Inspeo- 
ple, are his aft, The Princes adviſed Je- 
remiah and Baruch, Jer. 36. 19. to hide 
themſelves, which they didz yet wer. 26. 
it is ſaid the Lord hid them. Though 
they followed the advice of their Court 
friends, yet they could not have been ſe- 
cured, had not God (tept mn by his pro- 
vidential care, and covered them with 
his hand. It was the Courtiers counſel, 
but God challenges the honour of the 
ſucceſs. | 

Military aQtions are ordered by him. 
Marſhal employments are ordered by his 
Providence; He is the great General of 
Armies. 'Tis oblerved that in the two 
Prophets, Iſaiah and Jeremiah, God is 
called the Lord of Hoſts na leſs than a 
Hundred and Thirty times *. Arrow 

3. lo preternatural aFions. God doth none of 
command creatures to do thoſe things Princi- 
which are no way ſuitable co their incli- pear te 
nations;and gives them lometimes for his _" 

5 g1VEsS ne E x. 
own ſervice a writ of eaſe from the per- 
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formance of the natural Law he hath im- 
preſled upon them. A devouring Ra- 
ven 1s made, by the Providence of God, 
the Prophets caterer 1n. a time of 'Fa- 
mine *. God inſtructs a ravenous Bird in 
a le(lon of abſtinence for Elijah's ſafety, 
and makes it both a Cook and a Sery- 
mg-man tothe Prophet. The Whale that 


d<-jights to play about the deepeſt part of | 


the Ocean, approaches to the ſhore, and 
attends upon Fozah to tranſport him to 


the dry land + The fre + was flaked by 


God, that it ſhould not finge the leaſt 


hair of the three childrens heads, but was 


Jet looſe to conſume the Officers of the i 
Court. The mouths of the ravenous Lions *': 
which had been keptwith an empty ſto- ': 


LEI 
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mach, were muzled by. God, that they | 


ſhould not prey upon Dazielin a whole! }: 
nightsſpace, God taught them an Heroi- | 


cal temeperance with ſo dainty a diſh at 
their mouths ; and yet they tore the ac- 
cuſers in a trice. 


4. To all ſupernatural and miraculous 


aFions of the creatures which are as ſo | 
m3ny new creations 3 as when the Sun 
went backward in Hezekaib's time;when 


It ſtood ſtill in the valley of Ajalor, that 


Joſbuah. 
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Joſhuah might compleat his Victory on 
the Canvaanites, The boyſterous waves 
ſtood on a heap like Walls to ſecure the 
Iſraelites paſſage; but returning to their 
natural motion, were the Egyptians Se- 
pulchre. - When creatures have ſtept out 
of their natural courſe, 1t could not be 
the a& of the creatures, it being fo much 
againſt and above their natures, but it 
muſt be by the order of ſome Superior 
Power. - 

5. To all fortuitous ations, Whar is 
caſual to us, 1s ordained by God ; as 


eft«&s ſtand related to the ſecond cauſe, 


they are many times contingent; but as 
they ſtand related to the firſt cauſe, they 
are aCts of his Counſel,and dire&ed by 
his Wiſdom, God never If: ſecond 
cauſes to ſtraggle and operatein a Vaga- 
bond way ; tho the effect ſeern to us to 
be a looſe act of the creature,yet it is di- 
rected by a Superior cauſe to a higher 
end than we can preſently im3gine. The 
whole diſpoſing of the lot which is caſt 


1nto thelap,isfrom the Lord*.A Souldier Þ. o. 16. 
ſhoots an arrow at random, and Gad 33: 


guides it to be the Executioner of 4hab 
for his Sin * 5 which death was foretold 


+ x King, 
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by Micajah, v.17. 28, God gives us a 
certain Rule to judge of ſuch contingen- 
cies, Exod. 21. 13. And if a man lie not 
in wait, but God deliver him into his hand. 
A man accidentally kills another, bur it 
is done by a ſecret commiſſion from God. 
[ God delivered him into his hands.JPro- 
vidence 1s the great Clock, keeping time 
and order, not only hourly, but inſtantly 
* Fuller to 1ts own honour *. 

6. To all voluntary ations. 
Cent. 6. T- To good ations. Not by compel- 
book 2. P: Jing, but ſweetly inclining, determining 
p the Will, ſo that it doth that willingly, 
which by an unknown and unſeen neceſ- 
ſity cannot be omitted, It conſtrains not 
a man to good againſt his will, but pow- 
erfully moves the will to do that by con- 
ſent, which God hath determined ſhall be 
done. The way of man is not in himſelf; 
the motion 1s mans, the action 1s mans, 
but the direction of his ſteps is from Gad. 
Jer. 10. 23. '1isnot in man that walketh, 

to dire his ſteps. 
2. loevil ations. 

x. [n permitting them to be done. 1do- 
latries and follies of the Heathen were 
permitted by God. He checked them 


not 
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not in their courſe, but laid the reins ups } 
on their necks, and ſuffered them to run 
what race they pleaſed, As 14. 16. Who 
in times paſt ſuffered allnations to walk. in 
their own wayes. Not the moſt execrable 
villany that ever was committed 1n the 
world, could have been done without 
his permiſſion. Sin 1s5not amabile propter ſe, 
and therefore the permiſſion of it is not 
defirable in it ſelf, but the permiſhon of 
it isonly deſirable, and honeſtaturex fine. 
Godis good and wiſe and righteous 1n all 
his afts; ſo likewiſe in his act of permit- 
tivg fin: and therefore he wills it out of 
ſome good and righteous end, which be- 
longs to the manifeſtation of his glory, 


which is that he.intends in all the acts of 


his will ; of which this is one. Wicked 
men are ſaid to be a ſtaff in Gods hand; 
as a man manages a ſtaff which 1s in his 
own power, ſo doth God manage wick- 
ed men for his own holy purpoſes, and 
they can go no further than God gives. 
them Jicenſe. 

2. In ordering them. God governs 
them by his own unſearchable Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and dire&s them to the 
beſt and holieſt ends. Contrary to the 
D 4 natures 
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natures of the fins, and the jatentions of 
the (inner. Joſeph s brothers fold him 
to gratihie their revenge,and God order- 
ed it for their preſervation in a time of 
famine: Pharaoh's hardneſs is ordered 
by God for his own glory,and that Kings 
deſtruction : God decrees the delivering 
up Chrilt to death , and Herod, Pilate, 

os Phariſces and common rout of Peo- 
ple in ſati:fying their own paſſion, do 
but execute what God had beforcordain- 
ed. Act. 4. 28. For to do whatſoever thy 

hand and thy counſel determined before 46 
be dove. TFudas his covetouſneſs and 
the Devils malice are ordered by God to 
execute his decree for theredemption of 
the World. Titus the Emperour , his 
ambition led him to Jeraſalem, but Gods 
end 1sthe fulfilling of his threatnings,and 


thetaking revenge upon theJews for their 


murdering of Chriſt. The aim of the 
Phyſician 1s the Patients health, when the 
intent of the Leeches is holy to ſuck the 
blood. God hath holy ends in permit- 
ting fin, while man hath unworthy ends 
In committing it. The rain which makes 
the Earth fruitful, is exhaled out of the 


Salt- waters, which would of themſelves 
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ſpoil the ground, and make it unfruittul. 


The deceiver and tbe deceived are his, Job 
12.16, Both the action of the Devil the 
Seducer,and of wicked men the ſeduced, 
are reſtrained by God within duebounds, 
in ſubſerviency to his righteous will | for 
with himis ſtrength and wiſdom. 

2. As Providence is univerſal, ſo it is Second | 
myſterious. Who can trace the motions 9% 
of Gods eyes in their race? He + makes + Pal. 
the Clouds his Chariot 1n his motions a» 1943+ 
bout the Earth, and his throne is [in the 
dark. He walks upon the wings of the 
wind, His providential ſpeed makesit too 
quick for our underſtanding. His wayes 
are myſterious,and put the reaſon & wil- 
dom of men to a ſtand. The cleareſt fight- 
ed Servantsof God donot ſee the bottom 
of his works; the motion of Gods eyes is 
too quick for ours, 

John Baptift is ſo aſtoniſht at the 
ſtrange condeſcention of his Saviour to 
be baptized of him, that he forbids it * 5 14ve. 30. 
Man 1s a weak creature , and cannot 14- 
trace or ſcent out the wiſdom of God. 

But this myſtertouſneſs and darkneſs 
of Providence adds a luſtre to it. As 
{tones ſet in Ebony, though the grounds 

bc 
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be dark, make the beauty and ſparkling 


the clearer. 

1. His.wayes are above human methods. 
Dark Providences are often the ground- 
work of ſome excellent piece he is about 
to diſcover to the world, His methods 
are like a plaited Picture , which on the 
one (ide repreſents a Negro, on the 0- 
thera Beauty. He lets Sara/s womb be 
dead, and then brings out the root of a 
numerous Progeny. He makes Jacob a 
Cripple, and then a Prince to prevall 
with God ; He gives him a wound, and 
thena Bleſſing. He ſendsnot the Gol; pel 
till reaſon was nonpluſt, and that the 
world in that higheſt wiſdom it had at 
that time attained unto, was not able to 
arrivetothe knowledge of God. 1 Cor. 
I.21. Afier that the world by wiſdom 
knew not God,it pleaſed God bythe foolifh- 
neſs of preaching to ſave them that believe. 

2. His ends are of a higher ſtrain than 
the aims of men, \W ho would have thought 
that the forces Cyrus raiſed againſt Ba- 
byloz to ſatisfie his own ambition, ſhould 
be a means to deliver the [ ſraelites, and 
reſtore the Worſhip of God in the Tem- 
ple? God had this end, which I1/aiab 


prophecyed 
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prophecyed of, and Cyrzs never dreamt 
of, Iſa. 4.4.28. That ſaith of Cyrus, thou 
art my Shepherd, and ſhalt perform all my 
pleaſure, even ſaying that Jeruſalem ſhall be 


built, &c.* And this a long time before #1 45+ 


Cyrus was born : Pharoab ſent {jrael a- ? 
way in the very night, at the end of the 
four hundred and thirty years, the time 
prefixt by God; he could not keep them 
longer becauſe of Gods promiſe;he would 
not becauſe of Gods Plagues. God aims at 
the glorifying his truth, in keeping touch 
with his word. Pharaoh defigns not the 
accompliſhing Gods will, but his delt- 
verance from Gods judgements. 

There is an obſervable confideration 
to this purpoſe, how Gods ends are far 
different from mans.. Lke 2. 1, 4. In the 
taxing the whole World by Argaſtus. 
Auguſtus out of prideto ſee what a nu- 
merous people he was. Prince of, would 
tax the whole world : Some tell us he 
had apointed the enrolling the whole 
Empire Twenty Seven years before the 
Birth of our Saviour, and had proclaim- 
ed itat Jarracoz 1n Spain: But ſoon after 
this proclamation , Augnſius found a 
breaking out of ſome ſtirs, and thereups- 
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one deferred his reſolution to ſome other 


fit time, which was the very time of the 
birth of Chriſt. See now Gods wiſe 
diſpoſal of things, in changing Avguſtns's 


reſolution, and deferring it till the Forty 


fourth year of his Reign, when Chrilſt 
was ready to come into the World! And 
this by giving occaſion, yea neceſſitating 
Mary to come from Nazareth, where 
Joſeph and Mary dwelt, who perhaps 
being big with Child, without this ne- 
ceſlity laid upon her by the Emperors E- 
dict, would not have ventured upon the 


Journey to Bethlehem : there ſhe falls in ' 


trave], that ſo Chriſt the ſeed of David 
being conceived in Nazareth, ſhould be 
born at Bethlem, where Jeſſe lived, and 
David was born. How wiſely doth God 
order the ambition and pride of men to 
fulfil his own prediQions, and to publiſh 


the truth of Chriſts birth of the ſeed of 


Davia?for the names of Joſeph and Ma- 
75 were found in the Records of Rome 


. 1n Tertallians time ? 


3. God hath ſeveral ends in the ſame 
ation. Jacob 1s oppreſt with Famine, 
Pharaoh enricht with plenty, but Jo- 
ſeph's impriſonment is in order to his Fa- 


 thers | 
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Fathers relief, and Pharaohs wealth 5 
his Miſtreſles anger flings him into a pri- 
ſon. Foſeph is wronged, and hath Cap- 
tivity tor a reward of his chaſtity. God 
makes ita ſtep to his advancement, and 
by this way brings him from a Captive to 
be a favourite. What is Gods end ? Not 
only to preſerve the Egyptian Nation, 
but old Facob and his Family, Was this 
all that God aimed at? No. He hath a 
further deſign, and lays the Foundation 
of ſomething to be acted in the future 
age. By this means Jzcob is brought into 
[Egypt, leaves his poſterity there, makes 
way for that glory in the working of the 
future miracles for their deliverance,ſuch 
an ation that the world ſhould continu- 
ally ring of, and which ſhould be a type 
of the ſpiritual deliverance by Chriſt. 

4. God has mare remote ends thaw ſhort 
ſighted Souls are able to eſpy.God doth not 
eye only the preſent advantage of himſelf 
and his Creature, but hath an eye to his 
own glory in all, yea, in the very laſt 
ages of the world. In ſmall things, there 
are often great deſignslaid by God, and 
myſteries in the leaſt of his afts. Iſaac 
was delivered from his Fathers Sword, 
when. 


A Diſcourſe of 
waen he was intentionally dead, to ſet 
forth to the World a type of Chriſts re- 
ſurrection, and a Ram is conduced thi- 
ther by God, andentangled in the thickets 

| and apointed to ſacrifice, whereby God |: 

+ Halls ſets forth a type of Criſts death *. He 

>, moor gr uſeth the captivities of the people toen- * 

m_ large the bounds of the Goſpel. 

The wife men were-guided by a Star 
to Chriſt as King of the Fews, and come * 
topay homage to him in his infancy;when 
was the foundation of this remarkable 
event laid? Probably in Balaams pro» 
phecy (Numb. 24. 17. 1 ſhall ſee him, but 
not now : I ſhall behold him, but not nigh. 
There ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Scepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrae}, 8&c.) tranſ- 
mitted by tradition to thoſe Wiſe men, 
and perhaps renewed by Syby{la Chaldea, 
and confirm'din their minds by the Jews, 
whilſt in the Babyloniſh captivity they 
converſed with them. Thus God many 
ages before, in this prophecy had an end 
in promoting the readier entertainment 
of Chriſt among this people, when he 
ſhould be born; what the wiſe mens end 
was,the Scripture doth not acqualnt us; 
but however, their gifts were a means t9 

preſerve 
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preſerve our Saviour, Joſeph and Mary, 2 
from the rage of a Tyrant, and affording 
them wherewithal to ſupport them 1n 
FEgypt, whither they were ordered by 
God to fly for ſecurity. So* God threat- 
ens by the Prophet the Noble-man for 
his ſcoffing unbelief, that though he 
ſhould ſee the plenty, that he ſhould not 
taſte of it. See how God doth order 
Second cauſes, naturally to bring about 
his own decree ! The King gives this 
perſon charge of the gate > whilſt the 
peoplecroud for proviſion to ſatisfie their 
hunger, they accompliſh the threatning 
which they had no intentions to do, 
and trod him to death. Now I come to 
ſhew, That there is a Providence, 

I. The Wiſdom of God would not be ſo 
perſpicuons, were there not a providence to 
the world. *'Tis eminent in the creation, 
but more 11]uſtrious in the Government *T(1.08 
of the creatures. A Muſician diſcovers 29. Ts 
more sk1ll in the touchiog an inſtrument 4 comes 
and ordering the ſtrings, to ſound what _ 
notes he pleaſeth, than he doth in the Hoſts, 
firſt framing and making of it. * All Gods, 7, 
providences are bur his rouchofthe ſtring in Counſe! 


'of this great inſtrument of the World. 4<*- 
cellent in 


And working. 


*2 King, 
Tel,z2ziI7s 
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And all his works are excellent, becauſe 
they are the fruitof his wonderful coun- 
ſel and unſearchable wiſdom, which is 
molt ſeen in his providence, as in read- 
ing the verſes before. His power is glo- 
rified in creating and upholding this Fa- 
brick. How ſhall his wiſdom be glorifted 
but in his government of it ? Surely God 


will be no leſs intent upon the honour of 


his wiſdom,than upon that of his power. 
For if any Attribute may be ſaid to exce] 
another, it is his Wiſdom and Holineſs, 
becauſe thoſe are perfetions which God 
hath ſtampt upon the nobler part of his 
Creation. Inferior creatures have more 
power and ſtrength than man 3 but Wil- 
dom is the perfection of a rational crea- 
ture. Now it is Gods wiſdom to dire& 
all things to their proper end,as well as to 
appoint them their ends,which direction 
_ be by a particular providence, e- 
[pecialy in thoſe things which know not 
their end, and have no reaſon to guide. 
them. We know in the World it is 
not a part of wiſdom to leave things to 
chance, but to ſtate our ends, and lay a 
platforr of thoſe means which direct to 
an attaining of them. And Wiſdom - 
| mo 
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Divine Providence. 49 
moſt ſeen in drawing all things together, 
and making them ſubſervient to theend 
be hath fixed to himſelf; and therefore 
one of the great things thar ſhall bead- 
mired at laſt, next to the great work of 
redemption, will be the harmony atid 
conſent of thoſe things which ſeem'd con- 
trary, how they did all conſpire for the 
bringing about that end which God 
neo 5: | 

: 2. The means whereby God aGs, diſco **condly. 
ver 4 providence. He ads | 

I. By. ſerall means. The conſidera- 
ble aQions in the World have uſually ve- 
ry ſmall beginnings. As of a few letters, 
how many Thouſand -words are made > 
of Ten figures, how many Thouſand 
Nambers? And a point is the beginniug 
of all Geometry. A litt!= ſtone flung in- 
toa pond, makes a littic. circle, then 2 
greater,till it in largethit ſelf to both. 
fides. So. from ſmall beginnings, G! 


doth cauſe an efflux through the whole 
World... -- Wt 
. I. He uſeth ſr1all means in bis ordinary 
works. The common 4 orks of nature 
ſpring from ſmall beginnings. Great 
Plants ate formed from ſmall ſeeds. The 
E Clouds 


A Diſcourſe of 
Clouds which water the great Garden of 
the World, are but a Collection of Va- 
pours. The nobleſt operations of the 
$94] are wrought in an Organ, viz. the 
Brain, compoled of coagulated Phlegm. 
Who would imagine that Sazl in ſeeking 
his Fat hers Aſles,ſhould find a Kingdom? 

2. In his extraordinary works he nſeth 
ſnall means, Bliſha that waited upon E- 
lijah, and poured water upon his hands, © 
ſhall do greater miracles than his Maſter, © 
And the Apoſtles ſhall do greater works 
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= gy than Ciriſt * 3, that the world may | 
know that God is not tyed to any means 7 
that men count excellent; that all Crea- © 
ture: are his, and at not of themſelves, * 
but by hi; Spirit and power. k, 
[n his extraordinary works of Juſtice. 


He makes a Rod in the hand of Moſes to ; 
»nfound theskill of the /Eg yptian Ma- 
ian - He commiſſioned Froggs and ** 
Flyes to conntercheck a coerfal and 2 
mighty people. When Berhadad was fo 8 
proud as to ſay,the duſt ofSuwzariahould 3 

* 1 Kjn2 not ſuffice for handfuls for his Army, God | 
Tic ung ſcattered hisarmy by the Lacquies of the | 
mn of the Princes *, about two hundred thirty 


Prins f (wo. Thelittle flinginthehand of Ds: 
g@INCes. | oil 
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vid a youth , guided by Gods eye and 
hand, is a match fit enough for a blaſ- 
phemous Gyant, and defears the ſtrength 
of a Weavers beam. 

In his extraordinary works of mercy. 
1. In the deliverance of a people or per - 
fon. A dream was the occaſion of Joſephs 
greatneſs and Facob's prefervation. He 
uſed the Cacklings of Geeſe to ſave the 
Roman Capitol from a ſurprize by the 
Gauls. He picks out Ciideon to be a Ges 
nera}, who was leaſt 1n his fathers &- 


\ ſteem *; and what did his army coali(t 
of, but few, and thoſe fearful *, thoſe * Judg, 
that took water with their hands, (which * Jude. 
as Joſephus ſaith, is a natural (ign of fear) 7- 6, 7: 


did Gol chooſe out to overthrow the 
Midianites, who had overſpread the 
Land as Graſhoppers, to (hew that he 
can make the moſt fearful men to be ſuf- 
ficient inltcuments "againſt the greate(t 
Powers, when the concernments of his 
Church and people lye at ſtake. | 
God ſodelights in thus baflling the 
pride of men, that Aſa uſes it as ag argu- 


ment to move God to deliver him inthe 
ſtrait he was 1n, when Zerah the thia- 
þ14n came again(t him witha great mult is 


LE 2 tude, 


£2 


+ 2 Chron. rence *, Hereby God ſets off his own |: 


I4.11. 


nothin? 


with thee 
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A Diſcourſe of 
tude, when he was but a ſmall Point and 
center 1n the mid{t of a wide circumfes- 


power, and evidenceth his ſuperinten- #7 
dent care of his People. It was more 
fignally the arm of God for Moſes to con- * 
found Pharaoh with his Lice and Frogs, 


»y or with £han if be had beaten him in a plain field | 


few. 


* Pſal. 


22.0. 


with his Six HuadredThouſand Iſraelites, | 


2. In the Salvation of the Soul, Our | 
Saviour himſelf, though God, the great ' 
Redeemer of the World, was fo mean in *. 
the eyes of the World, that he calls him» ' 
ſelf a worm, and no man*. He picks out : 
many times the moſt unlikely perſons to .* 
accompliſh the greateſt purpoſes for 
mens Souls. He lodgeth- the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom in veſſels of Earth, He © 


_ choſenot the Cedarsof Lebanon, but the X 


Shrubs of the valley 5 nct the learned © 
Phariſees of Jeruſalem, but the poor me!_- 
of Galilee: out of the months of Babes au; 
Sucklings he ordains praiſe to himſelf. 

The Apoliles breeding was not cap? 
ble of ennobling their minds, and fittings 
them for ſuch great ations as Chriſt enj 
ployed them in. But after he had new} 
moulded and enflamed their Spirits;| 

mal 
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made them of Fiſhermen, greater con- 
querors of the World, than the moſt 
magnified Grandees could pretend to. 
Thus Salvation is wrought by a cruci- 
fied Chriſt 3 and that God who made 
the world by wiſdom, would ſave 1t by 
the fooliſhneſs of preaching 3 and make 
Paul,the lea(t of the Apoſtles,as he terms 
himſelf,more ſuccesful than thoſe who had 
been inſtructed at the feet of Chriſt *. 
| 2. By contrary means, God by his 
Provideuce rakes contrary things con- 
tribute to his glory, as contrary Colours 
in a picture do to the beauty of the 
piece. Nature is Gods inſtrument to do 
whatſoever he pleaſes3 and therefore 
nothing ſo contrary, but he may bring 
to his own ends. As in ſome Engines 
you ſhall ſee wheels have contrary moti- 
ons, and yet all in order to one and the 
ſame end. God cured thoſe by a Brazen 
Serpent, which were ſtung by the fiery 
ones 3 whereas Braſs is naturally hurtful 
to thoſe that are bit by Serpents *. 
I. AﬀliGions. Foſeph is fold for a 
ſlave, and God ſends him as a Harbin 
ger; his Brother ſold him to deſtroy 
him, and God ſends him to fave ther. 
_— E 3 Pan's 
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; juſt Will by our weakneſs, neither there: 
book 3. p. by juſtify ing our infirmities, nor blemiſh- 


ſau would have hindred Jacob of. 


 Attributcs, 


A Diſcourſe of 
roy bonds 1n the opinion of fome might 
have ('1fl:d the Goſpel, but he tells us, 
that the had fallen out to the furtherance 

of the Goſpel], Phil. 1, 12. 
2. Sins * God doth often cet bis 


ing his own aGion. Fecob gets the 7 
bl-flnng by unlawful mcans, telling no *: 
leſs then two lies to attaic it; [Iam E- 7 


ſax, and this is veniſon JBut hereby God | 4 
; 


brings about the performance ct his pro- 
miſe, which {jaac*s natural affeftion to E- 


The breach of the fir!t Covenant was # 
3n occaſion of introedicu'g a better. £ 
Mans finning away his firſt ſtock, was an 
occaſion to God to enrich him with a 4 
ſurer. The lofs of his origina] righte- 4 
ouſneſs made way for-a clearer and more j 
durable, The folly of man made way 
for the evidence of Gods wiſdom; and # 
the {in of man for the manifeſtation off 
his grace , and by the wiſe diſpoſal ofÞ 
God,opens a way for the honour of thoſe 
which would not <lſe have 
been experimentally KNOWN by the Sons 


ot [MEI], 
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2. Caſual means. The Viper which 
leapt upon Paxls hand out ofthe bun- 
dle of ſticks, was a caſual aft, but de- 
figned by the providence of God for the 
propagation of the Goſpel, Pharaoh's 
Daughter comes caſually to waſh her 
ſelf 1n the river, but indeed conducted 
by the ſecret influence of God upon her, 
to reſcue Moſes expoſed to a forlorn 
condition, and breed him up in the 2#- 
gyptian learnipg,that he might be the fi:- 
ter to be his Kindreds deliverer. Saul 
had been buntibg Dauzd, and at laſthad 
lodged him in a place whence he could 
not well eſcape, and being ready to ſc1ze 
upon him, in that very inſtant of tjme a 
Poſt comes to Sal and brings the news 
that the Philiflines had invaded the 


him, and David for that time eſcapes *. 

3. Reaſon. Such a(tions and events of 
things are in the warld,which cannot r atio- 
zally be aſcribed to any other cauſe tl an a 
ſupreme providence, *Tis (o ſoin common 
things. Men have the ſame parts, the 
ſame outward advantages, the ſame in- 


duſtry, and yet proſper rot alike. Ove 
labours much, and gets little; anather n- 


E 4 {e's 


* 1 Sam 
23.26, 


Land, which cut out ather work for 27, 28: 


Td!y. 
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ſes niot altogether ſuch endeavours, and 
hath riches flowing in upon him. Men 
lay their projetts deep, and queſtion 
not the accompliſhment of them; andare 
diſappointed by ſome ſtrange and un- 
foreſeen accident. And fometimes men 
attain what they deſire in a different 
way, and many times contrary 'to the 
Method they had projected. This is e- 

videnced, | 
1. By the reſtraints upon the paſſions of 
z1en. The waves of the-Sea, and the tu- 
mults of the People are much of the 
et ſame impetuous natures, and are quelled 
745. by the ſame power *. Tumults of the 
ftilleththe People could no more be tilled by the 
noiſsoff force of a man, than the Waves of the 

the Sea; 

andtus Sea by apuffof breath. How ſtrangely 
mult of did God qualify the hearts of the /&gyp- 
> 5 ak tians willingly to ſubmit to the ſale of 
' their Land, when they might haveriſen 
* Gen- 47-1n a tumult, broke open the Granaries, 
*4"- and ſupplied their wants *. Indeed, if 
the World were left to the conduct of 
chance or fortune, what work would 
the ſavage Juſts and paſhions of men make 
among us? How is it poſſible that any 
but an Almighty Power can temper fo 
| . many: 
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many jarring Principles, and rank fo ma- 

ny quarrelſom and turbulent Spirits in'a 

due order ? If thoſe brutiſh paſſions 

which boyl in the hearts of men, were 

let looſe by that infinite power that bri- 
dles them, how ſoon would the World 
be run headlong into unconceivable con- 
fuſions, and be rent in pieces by its own 
diſorders F .' -* - 

2. By the ſudden changes which are 
made upon the Spirits of men for the pre- 
ſervation of others. God takes off the 
Spirit of ſome as he did the wheels from 
the Egyptian Chariots, in the'very act of 
their rage. - Paul was (truck down, and 
changed while he was yet breathing out 
threatnings,ec. God ſces all the work- 
iogs of mens hearts, all thoſe cruel inten- 
tions in Eſaz againſt his Brother Facob ; 
but God on a ſudden turns away that 
torrent of hatred, and diſpoſeth E/az for 


a friendly meeting *. And he who had , *233: 
beforean exaſperated malice by reaſon of © 


the loſs of his birth-right and bleffing, 
was In a moment a changed man. Thus 
was vdanls heart changed towards David, 
and from a Perſecutor, turns a jullifier 
' of him, -confeſſeth Davids innocence, 

| = and 
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and his own guilt, 1 Sam. 24. 17, 18. 
thou art more righteous than I, for thou haſt 
rewarded me good, whereas 1 bave rewerd- 
ed thee evil, &c. What reaſon can be ren- 
dred for o fudden a change in Saxl's re- 
vengeful Spirit, which had all the force 
of intereſt to ſupportit, and conſidered 
'by bim at thit very time? For werſ. 24. 
' he takes ſpecial notice that his Family 
ſhould be difinherited, and Dav7d be his 
Succeſſor in the Throne. How ſuddenly 
did God turn the Edge of the Sword,and 
the heart of an Enemy from Teboſaphat? 
2 Chron. 18. 31. Jeboſaphat cried out, 
and the Lord helped him,and God mov- 
ed them to depart from him. The Holy 
Ghoſt emphatically aſcribes it to Gods 
motion of their wills, by twice expreſſing 
it. But ſtranger is the preſervation of 
the Jews from Hamans bloody deſigns, 
after the decree was gone out againſt 
them. Mordecai the Few is made Aha- 
 faeruss Favourite by a ſtrange wheeling 
of Providence : Firſt, The Kings Eyes 
are held waking, and he is inclined to 
paſs away the folitarineſs of the nighe 
with a Book rather than a Game,or ſome 


other Court palt- times no book aid he 
fix 


| Divine Providence. 


fix- on but the Records of that Empire, 
no place in that voluminous Book, but the 


£9 


Chronicle of Mordecai's ſervice *in the Eftiers. 


diſcovery of a treaſon aganiſt the Kings 
life; he \doth not careleſly paſs 1t over, 
but inquires what recompence had been 
beſtowed on Mordecai forſo conlidera- 
ble a ſervice, and this juſt before Morde- 
cai (ſhould have been deftroy« d had 4- 
haſuerus (lept, Mordecai and all his 
Countrey-men had been ſacrificed not- 
withſtandirg all his Loyalty. Could this 
be a caſt of blind chance which had ſuch 
a concatenation of evidences in it for a 
ſuperior Power ? 


3. In cauſing Enemies to do things for 


cthers,which are contrary to all rules of po- 
licy, Tis wonderfal, that the Jews, a 
People known to be of a ſtubborn na» 
ture, and tenacious of their Laws,where- 
in they differed from all the Nations, 
ſhould 1n the worſt of their captivities be 
ſo often befriended by their Conquerors 
not anly to rebuild their City, and re- 
edity their Temple, but at the chargeof 
thejr Conquerors too. The very Ene- 
mies that had captived the Jews, though 
they knew them. to bea People apt tore- 
| bel : 


x, 2: 
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bel: That the People whoſe Temple 
they helped to build, would keep up a 
diſtint worſhip and difference in Reli- 
gion, which is uſually attended with the 
reateſt animoſiries; and when they 
ow it to be {o ſtrong 1n ſcituation as 
tobe a Fort as well as a place of worſhip. 
That for this, their Enemies ſhould 
furniſh them with materials, when they 
were not 1n acondition. to procure any 
for themſelves, and give them money out 
of the publick Exchequer, and timber 
*Ezra 7) out of the Kings Forreſt, as we read *. 
EY” And all this they look upon as the hand 
12, 15,19. of God. Ezra 6.22. | The Lord had turn- 
__ 6. ed the heart of the King of Aſſyria unto 
995"%> them, to ſtrengthen their hands inthe work 
Nehem. 2: of the houſe of God. And the Heathen 
- Artaxerxes takes notice of it. Cicero tells 
us, that in his time Gold was carried out 
of 1taly for the ornament of the Temple. 
They had their rites in Religion preſerv- 
ed intire under the Roman Government, 
though more different from the Romar 
cuſtoms than any Nation ſubdued by 
them. Dion and Seneca, and others, ob- 
ſerve, that whereever they were tran(- 
planted, they proſper'd and gave Laws 
| | tO 
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to the victors. And this was ſo'general- 
ly acknowledged, that Hamans Cabinet | 
councel (who were ſurely none of the 
meanelt States-men) gave him no hopes 
of ſucceſs, when he appeared againſt 
Mordecai, becauſe he was of the race of 


the Jews*; ſo much did God ownthem by E/th. 6. 


his gracious Providence : TI hey were al- " 
ſo intire ſoin all their Captivities before 
their crucifping of our Lord and Saviour, 
that they count their genealogies. 

4. In infatuating the Connſels of men. 
God ſets a ſtamp of folly upon the Wiſ- 
dom of men, 1/a. 44. 25. That turns the 
wiſe men backward, and makes their know- 
ledge fooliſhneſs: And makes their Counſels 
as Chafſ and Stubble. Waiah 33. 11. [Te 
ſhall conceive chaff, and ſhall bring forth 
ſtubble. Herod was a crafty perſon, info» 
much that Chriſt calls him' Fox. - How 
fooliſh was he in managing his proje& of 
deſtroying Chriſt, his ſuppoſed competi- 
tor 1n the Ki:-gdom?When the wiſe men 
came to Jeruſalem, and brought the news 
of the birth of a King of the Jews, he 
calls a Synod of the ableſt men among the 
Jews. The reſult of it is to manifeſt the 


_ truth of Gods prediftion in the place of 


Our 


A Diſcourſe of 
our Saviours birth, and to direct the 
wiſe men in their way to him. Herod 
had no reſolutions, but Bloody, concern- 
ing Chriſt *. God blinds his mind in the 
mid(t of all his craft, that he ſeesnot thoſe 
rational waies which he might make uſe 
of for the deſtrudtion of that which he 
feared; he ſends thoſe wiſe men, meer 
ſtrangers to him, and 1ntruſts them wich 
ſogreat a concern ; he goes not himſelf, 
nor ſends any of his Guard with them to 


_cut him off immediately.upon the diſco- 


very, but Jeaves the whole conduct of 
the buſineſs to thoſe he had no acquain- 
tance with, and of whole faithfulne(s he 
could have no aflurance. God croſles 
the intentions of men. Joab lew Abzer 
becauſe he thought him his rival in Da- 
vids favour, and then imagined he had 
rid his hands of all that could ſtand 1n his 
way 3 yet God raiſed up Benajah, who 


drew Joab from the horns of the Altar, 


and cut him in pieces at Solomons com- 
mand. God doth ſo order it many times, 
that when the moſt rational Counſel is 
o1ven to men, they havenot hearts tofol- 
low it; Achitophel gave as ſuitable Coun- 
ſel for AbJaloms debgn, as the belt States- 
man 
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Sons rebellion, and dejeced with grief 
at ſo unnatural an aCtion, and whullt his 
forces had not yet made their Rendez- 
vouz, and thoſe that were- with him 
were tired in their march. Speed was 
beſt in attempts of this nature. David 
12 all probability had been cut off, and 
the hearts ofthe people would have melt- 
ed at the fall of their Soverajign. But 


Abſalom 1nclines rather to Haſhar'sCoun- 


ſc], which was not ſo proper for the bu- 
fineſs he had engaged in, v. the 74h, to v. 
14 Now this was from God. : For the 


Lord had appointed to defeat the good conn-' 


fel of Abithophel,tothe intent that the Lord 
might bring evil upon Abſalom. So fool- 
1h were the Egyptians againſt reaſon, in 
entring into theRed Sea after the 1ſrael- 
7tes;tor couldthey poſſibly think thar thar 
God who had by a ſtrong hand, and an 
Army of Prodigies brought [fraelout of 
their Captivity, and conducted rhemthus 
far,and.now by amiracle opened theRed 
Sea, and gave them paſſage through the 
bowels of it, ſhould give their-Enemics 
the ſame ſecurity in purſuing them, and 

| une 
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man in the World could give *. To ſur- * 2 Sam. 


. prize David while he was amuz'd at his 17-1, 2- 


* Gen. 
II. 4» 8, 


| A Diſcourſe of 
unravel all that web he had been ſo long 
a workin 


5.17 making the Connſels of men ſubſervi- 
ent to the wery ends they deſign againſt. 


God brings a Cloud upon mens under- 


ſtandings, and makes them the contrivers 


of their own ruin, . wherein they intend. 


their own ſafety 3 and gains honour to 
himſelf by outwitting the Creature. The 
Bebel-projeCtors fearing to be ſcattered 


abroad, would ereCt a tower to prevent it 
& this proved the occaſion of diſperſiog 


them over the World in ſuch a confuſion 
that they could not underſtand one ano- 
ther *. God ordered Pharaohs policies 


to accompliſhthe end againſt which they: 


were directed ; He is afraid Iſrae/ ſhould 


grow too mighty, and ſo wrelt the King- 


dom out of his hands, and therefore he 
would oppreſs them to hinder their 1n- 
creaſe, which made them both ſtronger, 


and more numerous. [Exerciſe ſtrength- 


ens men,and Luxurie ſoftens the Spirit. ] 
The Jews fear, if they ſuffered Chriſtto 


make a farther progreſs 1n his Doctrine 


and Miracles, they ſhould loſe Cefars fa- 
vour, and.expoſe their Countrey as a 
preytoa Roman Army 3 this cauſed their 

deſiruct- 


Divine Providence. 
4ſtruRion by thoſeenemiestheytthought 
by this means to prevent : Godordering 
it ſo, that a Roman army was poured in 
upon them, which ſwept them 1nto all 
corners of the Earth. Prieſts and Phart- 
ſees ſit cloſe together in Counſel, how to 
hinder mensbelieving in Chrilt, and the 
reſult of their conſultation was to put 
him to death, jand no man then would 
believein a dead perſon, not capable of 
working any miracles, * for the amuſin * 79h, it, 
of the People; and by this means there 47:48,49, 
wete a greater number of believers on 9" 
him, than in the time ofhis life, accord- 
ing to his own prediftion, F- h. 12. 39: 
and |, if I be lified up from the earth, wzll 
draw ell wen wats me. 

6. In making the fancies of men ſi fort. 
ent to their own ruine. God brings about 
ſtrange events by the m:er imaginations 


and conceits of men, which ar- contrary 


to commonand natural obſervation ,and 

the ordinary courſe of rationa} confe- 
quences*, The Army of the Moabites / . 
which had invaded [ſ-ael, thought the * 2 King 
two Kings of Judah & ljract had rutned 

their Swords againſt one another, becauſe 


the riff 1ng Sun had coloured thofe unex- 


F pected 
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pected waters,and made them look red, 
which they took for the blood of their 
Enemies, and fo diſorderly run withour 
examination of the rruth of their con- 
ceit ; but inſtead of dividing the ſpoil, 
they left their lives upon the points of 


the Iſraelites {words. So the Syrian # 
Army are ſcared with a panick fear,and * 


 featter themſelves upon an empty lound. 
2 Thus a dream ſtruck a terror into the 
Midianites, and the noiſe of broken 
pot-ſheards made them fear ſome treaſon 

in their Camp, and cauſed them to turn 
their ſwords into one anothers bowels, 


Judg. 7. 19, 22. The Lord ſet every 


mans {word again{t his fellow, 


Queſt. But here I (hill anſwcr 3 Oweſtions © 


v hich may be propoſed as objections Þ 
againſt Gods Providence. k 


Farii Dueſtion. It Gods Providence br I 


orders all 1] things i in the world, and con- | 
currs to every thing, how will Jon free 
God from being the Author of ſan? 
4 - Anſwer in ſeveral propoſitions. 
105. 17. 'Tis etrtain, God hath a hand about 
He ſon a all the forful eZions in the World. The 
manef"'e (elling Joſeph to the 1ſmalites, was the 


them,eu2n 
Joſeph, aCt of his Brethren; The ſending him 1n- 


who was * : 
ll fir a £9 Egyp', was the act of God Pn 4 


Servant. 
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8. It was #0t you that ſent me bithey,Tyt 


God. Where Foſeph algribes 1t' mote tg. 


God thaii: ro them-' Their wicked 19- 
tention was to be rid: of him, that he 
might tell nv more tales of them. tq his 
Father ; Gods gracious intention was tG 
advance him tor his' honqur and their 
good;& tobring about this graciouspur» 
poſe, he makes uſe of their ſ1nky} pra» 
(tice, Gods end was rightcous, whey 
theirs was wicked. *Tis ſaid, God moy- 
ed Davidto number the People, 2 Sor, 
24. 1: the anger of the Lord mas kindle 
againſt Iſrael, and he moved David againls 
ther to ſuy, Gq number Iſracl and Jadah, 
Yet Satan is ſaid to provoke Dapjd to 
number the people, 1 Chron, . 21, I, 
Hnd Satan flood np againſt Iſrgel, and pror 
voked David to number Ijrael. Here arg 
two apentsz | Bur the text . mentions 
Gods hand in it out of Juſtice. tg 
puniſh Iſracl ; Satatns end, no queſtion, 
was out of malice to deſtroy,  Sagag 
wills it as a fin, Gqd as a puniſhment, 
God, ſay ſome, permiſſeve;, Satan. effica- 
citey. lathe molt villanous agd narigh- 
teous aQion that ever. was done, Gad 
19 faid to have an iafluence on it, 
F 2 Gad 
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God is ſaid to deliver up Chriſt, AF. 2. 
23. Him, being delivered by the determi- 
ate counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cified aud ſlain. AQts 4. 28. for to do 
whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel deter - 
mined before to be done, Not barely as an 
att of his Preſcience , but his Counl<], 
and that determinate, z. e ſtable and 
irreverſible. He makes a diſtinftion be- 
tween thoſe two afts.In God it was an 
att of Counſel, in them an a& of wick- 
ednfſes[ by wicked hands:there was Gods 
counfel about jit,an aC(tual tradition. Roz. 
8. 32. He that ſpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all. Allthe Agents 
had ſeveral ends. Godin that a&@ aim- 
ed atthe redemption of the world; Satan 
at the preventing it 3 J#das to ſatisfie his 
covetoulneſs; the Fews to preſerve them- 


felves from -the Roman invaſion, and 
out'of malice to him for ſo ſharply re- | 
proving them. God had a pracious | 


principle of love to mankind, and acted 


for the Salvation ofthe World in it ; the | 


inſtruments had baſe principles and ends, 
and moved freely in obedience to 
them. So'in the aftiigion of 'Fob, boy 


"x 


damned. Gods end was the brightning 


ſtain to Gods holineſs *. In ſecond cau- ry 


_ ous. Much more may we concetveit 10 
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God and Satan had an hand in it. Fob 1. 
12. The Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold, all 
that he hath is in thy power,verſ. 11. touch 
all that he hath , and be will curſe theeto 
thy face 3 their ends were different, the 
one righteous for Tryal, the other mali- 
cious againſt God, that he might be cur- 
ſed, and againſt Job that he might be 


of his grace, and the Devils end was the 
ruin of his integrity, 'and deſpoilng him 
of Gods favour. 
2. In all Gods as about ſin, there is n0 : 
Senguer. 
ſes, one and the fame ation proceeding 1b. 2. cap 
from divers cauſes,in reſpec of one cauſe 15.5: 5: 
may be finful ; in reſpe& of the other, 
righteous. As when two Judges con- 
demnaguilty perſon, one condemns him 
out of love to juſtice, becauſe he is guil- 
ty ; the other condemns him out of a 
private hatred and ſpleen: One reſpects 
himas a MalefaQor only, the other as a 
private Enemy chiefly. Here is the 
ſame aQion with two concurring cauſes, 
one being wicked in it, the other righte- 


the concurrence of the Creator, with 
F 23 the 


A Diſcourſe of 
the ation of the Creature : 

1..God moves everything in his ofdiniry 
provid 'nce atcording to their patticulay 
#atures.Godmoyes every thing ordinart- 
ly accotding to the nature he finds it in. 
Had we ſtoor in innocency,, we had 
beerimoved atcording to that originally 
righteous nature} but ſince our Fall we 
are moved atcordingto that nature in- 
tfoduced by us withthe expulfionof the 
other, Our firſt corruption was our 


Own aft, not Gods works we owe our : 


&reation to God, out corruption to our 
ſelves. Now ,- ſince God will govern 


his creatare, I do not fee how it can be 


6therwiſe,than according to the- preſent 


ature of the creature, unleſs God be | 
pleaſed to alter that nature. God forces | 
ng man againſt his nature; he doth not} 
force the will in copverſion, but graci- 
ouſly and powerfully ihclines it. Hel 
dath never force ror incline the will tofl 
fin, but leaves it to the corrupt habits itÞ 


hath ſettled in it ſelf; Pfal. 8x. 12. Sol 
gave them rp totheir own hearts luſls,and 
they walke1 iatheir own coiutifels 5 Coun: 
{els of their own framing, not of Gods 
He noves the will which is /poxte als 
Tv MA according 
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Divine Providence. 
according toits awn nature & counfels. 
As a man fliggs ſeveral things out of his 
hand, which are of ſeveral figures, ſome 
ſpherical, tetragons, cylinders, conicks, 
ſome round, and ſome ſquare 3 though 
the motion be from the agent, yet the 
variety of their motions 18 from their 
own figure and frame ; and it any will 
hold his hand upon a ball in its moti- 
on, regularly it will move according to 
its nature and figure: and a man by caſt- 
Ing a boul out of his hand, 1s the cauſe 
of the motion, but the bad biaſls is the 
cauſe of its irregular motion. The power 
of action is from God, but the victouſneſs 
of that aCtion from our own nature. As 
when a Clock or Watch hath ſome fault 
11any of the wheels, the man that winds 
it up, or putting his hand upon the 
wheels moves them, heis the cauſe of 
the motion, but it 1s the flaw ia it , or 
deficiency of ſomething is the cauſe of its 
erroneous motion; that error was not 
from ihe Perſon that madeit,or the per- 
fon that winds it up, and ſets it on ga- 
19g,.but from ſome other cauſe, yet till 
It be mended it will not go otherwiſe, fo 
long as it 1s ſet upoa mation. Our moti- 
F 4 on 
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on is from God | Adtts 17. 28. In him we 
ove | but not the diſorder of that mot1+ 
on. *Tis the' fouJneſs of a mans ſtomach 
at Sea is the cauſe of his fickneſs,and not 
the Pilots government of the ſhip. 
2. God dvth not infuſe the luſt or excite 
it, thouph he doth prelent the object a- 
bout which the luſt is exerciſed. God 
d-livered up Chrift tothe Fews, he pre- 
{ſented him to them; but never command- 
ed rhemtocrucihe him, nor infuſed that 
majice into them, nor quickned it ; but 
he ſeeing ſuch a frame, withdrew his 
reſtraining grace , and left them to the 
conduct of their own vittated wills, All 
the corruption inthe World ariſeth from 
tuſt in us,not from the object which God 
in his providence preſets to us. 2 Pet, 
T. 4 the corruption that is in the World 
through Inſt. The Creature is from God, 
but the abuſe of it from corruption. God 
created the grape, and filled the Wine 
with a ſprighrlineſs : ; but he doth never 
infuſe.a drunken frame into a man, or 
excite it. Providence preſents us with 
the Wine, but the precept 1s to uſe it ſo- 
berly. Can God be blamed, if that 
which 1 Is good i in it {clf, be turned i into 
| FRI 
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Poyſon by others ? No more than the | 
flower can be called a- criminal, becauſe 
the Spidersnature turns that into venome 
which is ſweet in it ſelf. Man hath ſuch 
a nature,not from Creatton, wherein God 
is poſitive ; bar trom corruption, wherein 
God 1s permiflive. Providence brings a 
man into ſuch a condition of poverty, 
but it doth not encourage his ftubborn- 
neſs and impatience. There 'is no ne- 
ceflity upon thee from Gad tocexerciſe 
thy ſin under affliction, when others un- 
der the ſame exerciſe their graces. The 
Rod makes the Child fmart, 'bar it's its 
ownftubbornnefsmakes it curſe. In ſhort, 
though ir be by- Gods permiſſion that 
we car do evil, yet it is not by his infpi- 
ratton that we will to do evil, that is 
wholly from our ſelves. 

3. God ſupports thefaculties wherewith a 
man ſinneth,and ſupports a man in that a 
wherein he ſinneth, but concurrs not to the 
ſnfulneſs of that aft. No fin doth pro- 
perly confiſt in the a& it ſelf, as anaQ; but 
11 the deficiency of 'that at fromthe 
rule, No ation wherein there is ſin, but 
may be done as an aCtion, though not as 
an irregular ation. Killing a 'man 
| Is 
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15 not 1n it ſelf unlawful, for then no 
Magiſtrate ſhould Exccute a Malefattor 
for murdering another, and juſtice 
would ceaſe in the World; man alſo 
mult diveſt himſelfof all thoughts of pre- 
{erving his Life again(t an invader ; but 
to kill a Man without juſt cauſe, without 
authority, without rule, contrary to rule, 
out of revenge, 1s unlawful. So that it 
1s not the aG&, as an aQt, is the (in, but the 
{werving of that at from the rule, makes 
it a(iaful act : So {ſpeaking.,as ſpeaking, is 
not a (in, for it is a power and at God 
hath endued us with ; but ſpeaking irre- 
verently and diſhonourably of Gad, or 
fal(ly and (landerouſly of man, or any 0- 
therwiſe irregularly,therin the (in lyes. 
So that it is.eafie to conceive that an act 
and the viciouſneſs of it ate ſeparable. 
That a& which is the ſame in kind with 
another, may be laudable, and the other 
baſe and vile in reſpe& of its circumſtan- 
ces. The mind wherewith a man doth 
this or that aCt,and the irregularity of it, 
makes a man a criminal. Theres a con- 
currence of God tothe aCt wherein we 
ſia, but the (infulne(s of that at is purely 
fromthe inherent corruption of the crea- 
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tare. As the power and att of feetng 

is communicated tothe eye by the Soul, 
but the ſeeing doubly or dimly, is from 

the vitiouſaeſs of the Organ, the eye. 

God hath no manner of immediate eff- 
cieticy in producing (in; as the Sua 1s 
not the efficient cauſe of darkneſs, tho 
the darkneſs immediately ſueceeds the 
ſetting of the Sun, but it 1s the deficient 
cauſe. So God withdraws his grace,and 
leaves us to that luſt which 1s 1n our 
wills. A. 14. 16. Who in times paſt ſuf- 
fered all Nations to walk, in their ove 
wayes, He beſtowed no grace upon 
them, but left them to themſelves. As a 


man wholets aglaſs fall out of his hand is 


not the efficient cauſe that the glaſs 
breaks, but its own brittle nature,yet he 
15 the deficient cauſe, becauſe he with- 
draws his ſupport from it. God is not 
obliged to give us grace, becauſe we 
have made a total forfeiture of it. He is 
not a debtor to any man by way'of me- 
rit, of any thing but puniſhment. He 
1s tadeed 1n ſome ſence a debtor to thoſe 
that are in Chriſt upon the account of 
Chriſts purchaſe, and his own pro- 
miſe, but not by any merits of theirs. 

| 4. Gods 
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4. Gods providence is converſant about 


ſer as a puniſhment , yet in.a very righte- 


ous manuer. God did not will the firſt 
fin of Adam as a puniſhment, becauſe 
there was no puniſhment due to him be- 
fore he ſinned ; but he willed the conti- 
nuance of it asa puniſhment tothenature 


ſub ratione boni, This being a judicial at 


of God, is therefore righteouſly willed 
by him. Puniſhment is a moral good. 
*Tis alfo a righteous thing to ſuit the 
puniſhment tothe nature of the offence; 
and what can be morerighteous than to 
puniſh a man by that wherein he offends? 
Hence God is ſaid togive up men to ſin. 
Rom. 2. 26, 27. for this cauſe God gave 
them up unto vile afjetions. And toſend 
ffrong deluſions that they may believe alye. 
And the reafon is rendred 2 Theſ.2. 12. 
that they all might be damned, who believ- 


ed not the truth,but had pleaſure in unrigh- 
teonuſneſs, What more righteous than 


to make thoſe vile affeCtions, and that un- 
righteouſneſs their puniſhment, which 
they made theirpleaſure, and to leave 
them topurſue their own (inful inclinati- 
ons, &: makethem (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) 
Pſal. 5. 10. fall by their own counſels ? A 
Dcunkards 
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DrunkardsBeaſtlineſs is bis puniſhment as 
well as his Sin. Thus God delivers up 
ſome to their own luſts as a puniſhment 
both to themſelves and others. As he 
hardened Pharaohs heart for the deſtru- 
tion both of himſelf and his People. 
5. God by his providence draws glory to 
himfelf,and good ont of fin. * Tis the high- 
eſt excellency to draw-good: out of evil; 
and it is Gods right to manifeſt his: excel- 
lency when he pleaſes, and todire@ that 
to his honour, which is a&ed againſt his 
Law. The Holineſs of Go1 conld geyer 
intend Sin as Sin, But the Wiſdom of 
God foreſeeing it, and decreeing to per- 
mit it, intended the making it ſubſervi- 
ent to his own honour. He would not 
permit it but for ſome good, becauſe he 
is infinitely gaod, and could not by rea- 
{on of that goodneſs, ſuffer that which is 
purely evil, if by his Wiſdom he could 
not raiſe good ont of it : 'Tis purely e- 
vil as it is contrary to Law ; It is good 
retione finis as God orders it by his Pro- 
vidence;yet that goodneſs flows not from 
the nature of fin, but from the wiſe diſ- 
poſal of God. 
As Godat the Creation framed a honks 
| titul 


A Diſcourſe of 


beautiful world out of a Chaos, out of 


matter without form, and void : So by 
his infinite wiſdom he extracts honour to 
himſelf, out of thef{ins of men. As ſin 
had diſhonoured him at its entrance, in 
defacing his works, and depraving his 
creature : So he would make uſe ot the 
fins of men in repairing his honour, and 
reſtoring the creature. 

"Tis not conceivable by us, what way 


there could be more congruous to the 
Wiſdom and Holineſs of God.as the ſtate 


of the World then (tovud,to bring about 


the death of Chriſt, which in his decree 
was neceflary to the ſatisfaction of his 
juſtice, without ordering theevil of ſome 


mens heartsto ſerve his gracious purpole. - 


If we could ſuppoſe that Chriſt could 
commit ſome capital crime for which he 
ſhould deſerve death,which was impoſh- 
ble by reaſon of the bypoſtuical anion, 
the whole defignof God for redemprion 
had ſunk to the ground. Therefore God 
doth reſtrainor let out the fury of mens 
paſſions, and the corrupt habits of theic 
will to ſach a degree as ſhould —_— 
dire&ly to the full point of his moſt gra 
ctous will, and ao further. He lets out 
their 
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their malice ſo far as was conducing to 
the grand deſign of his death, and re- 
ſtrains it from every thing that might im- 
pair the truth of any predicton, as In 
the parting his garments, or breaking his 
bones. If God had put him to death by 
ſome thunder or otherwiſe,and after raiſ- 
ed him, how could the voluntarineſs of 
Chriſt appear, which was neceſſary to 
make hima perfeCt oblation? How would 
his innocency have appeared 2 The. 
ſtrangeneſs of the judgment would have 
made all men believe him ſome great and 
notorious ſinner. How then could the 
Goſpel have been propagated ? Who 
would haveentertained the Doctrine of 
one, whoſe innocency could not be 
cleared ? If it be ſaid , God might raiſe 
him again, what evidences would have 
been had,that he bad been really dead? 
Bat as the caſe was, his Enemies confeſs 
him dead really, and many Witneſles 
there were of his reſurrection. 


I. God orders the ſins of men to the 
glory of his grace. Asa toil ſerves to make 
the luſter ot a Diamond more conſpicu- 


ous; fo doth God make uſe of the de- 
formities 
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deformities of men ro make his own 
grace more illuſtrious, and convey it 
with a more pleafing relliſh co them. Ne- 
ver doth grace appear more amiable, 
never 1s God entertained with fo high 
admirations,as by thoſe who of the worſt 
of linners are made the choiceſt of Saints: 
Paul often takes occaſion from the great - 
neſs of his{tn, to admire the ugſearchable 
riches of that grace waich pardoned hia. 

2. God orders thera to bring forth tempo- 


ral mercics. la Providence. there are 


two things conſiderable. Firſt, Mans 
Will. 2. Gods Purpoſe. What mans 
will intends as a harm in fin, God mn 
his ſecret purpoſe orders to ſome eminent 
advantage. In the ſelling of Foſeph, his 
Brothers intend the execution of thc re- 
venge ; And God orders it for the ad- 
vancement of bimſelf, and the preſervati- 
on of his. unrighteous Enemies, who 
might otherwiſe have ſtarved. His Bro- 
thers ſent him to fruſtrate his dream, and 
God to fulfil it. Our reform:tion and 
. return from under the yoke ot Antichriſt, 
was by the wiſe diſpoſal of Gad occalio- 
ned by thethree great Idols of the world, 


and 


the luſt of the Eye, theluſt of the Fleſb, 


LY 
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and the pride of life ; luſt,covetquſneſs 
and ambirion, three vices votoricuſly E- 
minent in Henry the Eighth, the firſt jn- 
ſtrument jn that work. What be did 
for the ſatisfaction of his Lult is orders 
oy God for the glory of his mercy 8q | 

"6d though the Papiſts upon.that 
was refle&t upon our Reformatign, 
they may as well reflect upon the glopt- 
ous work of Redemption, becaule jt 
was in the wiſdom of God brought a» 
bout by Judas his covetoulneſs, and the 
Jews malice, 

3. Godorders them for the glory of his 
Juſtice upon others. Nathan had threat- 
ned David, that one of his own houſe. 
ſhould lye with his Wives 1n the ghd of, 
the Sun *. Abithophel adviſeth 4 
to do ſo, not with any.delign to full FF 
God's chreathing, but ſecure his own 
ſtake by making the quarrel between the 
Father and the Son irreconcilable, be- 
cauſe he might well fear, that upon a 
peace berween David and'' Abſelow he 
might be offered up as a Sacrifice to De: 
oi $ JOE God orders Abithophel's 
counſel and Abſalom's fin to the glory of 
his Jaſtice 10 Dgvid's punithmene, ie 

G 


The 


ſale, LEY» 


rat. oa —_— 
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The ambition of Veſpaſtan and Tilt 
vas only to reduce Judea to the Roman 
Province after the revolt of it ; Bur God 
orders hereby the execution of his righ- 
teous will in the puniſhment of the Jews 
for their rejecting Chriſt, and the accom- 
Lulg 19. pliſhment of Chriſt's predidtion,, Luke 
43- 19.43. for. the days ſhall come, that thy 
| evemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, ee 
To conclude, if we deny God the Go- 
vernment of (in in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, we muſt neceſſarily deny him 
the government of the World, becauſe 
there is not an aGion of any man's in the 
World, which js under the government 
of God, but is either a ſinful. ation, or 
an ation mixt wiki... 

' God therefare in his government doth 
pe advance his Power ; in the weakneſs, his 
leg. 4 vs. Wiſdom in the- ollics, bis Holineſs 1n the 

1. and v. fits, his Mercy1 in the unkindneſs, and his 

27 Juſtice in the unrighteouſneſs of men; 

yer God is not "defiled with the impyri- 

tis of men, but ratherdrawsfortha glo- 

ry to himſelf, as a Roſe doth a greater 

Pocrins beauty and (ſweetneſs from the (trong 
de Conſs. {mell of the Garlike ſet near It. 


yy JP veſtion. I there be a provie 
Rueſee2. WM fre 1 dint, 


Vid. Ovid * 
Amor, 


Ns THT _ 4 
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Foe, how: come \thdſe:nnequal diſiributi» 
ons tv happen in the World 2 How 1s-1t ſo 
bad with good men, as if thev were the 
greateſt enemies to Gody and. ſo well with 
the wicked; as if theywere the moſt af 
feftionate friends ? '' Doth nat virtue lan» 
guiſh away in-obſcutny, whiles wicked- 
neſs (trats about'thewartd ? What is the 
reaſon that'fplendid'virtue is oppreſt/by 
injuſtice, and notorighs vices triumphin 
proſperity ?-It would make tnen believe 
thatthe world was governed rather by'a 
blind: and: unrighteous, than by. wwiſe, 
good, and juſt Governor,'when they'ſee 
things 11 ſuch diſorder;\'as' if the'Devil 
had, as he pretends, the whole power of 


FI 


the world delivered 'tohim'*,> and Gbd « Luk.4.6. 


bad left all care of \it'tobis will.) + -- 


Anſw."iThis confidetation has height- See 5n- 
ned the 'minds of 'matly againſt-a provi- {ance in 


dence;': Te-was thenotion'of many Hea- 


Jackſon, 
« vol. 1.8. 


thens,: 'whet they fa: many who had'&.cap. 4 


Red with much gallantry for their Coult- **© 


tries, affliQ&ed, they queltioned whether 
there eres" ſuperintendent power over the 
World:Thishath alfobeetthe ſtumbling- 
block of many taughtin/an higher School 


than that of Nature, the Jews, Mal. 2. 


CG 2 17. ye 


& 5. 
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17"Je fo everg:one that doth enil.is goof 
in the. fight of. the Lord, and be delight- 
eth: in ther, and where is the God of wig 

nent £ Yes, and'the obſervation of the 
outward. feliciies of vice, and the op- 
preſtionsof goodmyh, have cauſed fretting |! 
commotion in thehcarts of God's:Peo- Þ# 
ple 3! the P/.' 73. is wholly 'defigned to | 
atiſcr this eaſe: :iJtremy, - Uno h fixed 
19. 'the acknowledgment of God: s. righ+ Þ 
teviifneſs, woild debate thereaſon of it |* 
with God, Fer. 421. Righteous art thou, |: 
oh: Lord, yet Jet me talk-with: thee: of thy © 
Jrtlgments ;' wherefpre doth the 'way of the |; 
wicked proſper, whertfore are' ail: hy y happy 
"that deal very treacheronſlye thou beſt plant» | 


* ed tm,zeaFhey hay taken root they grow, | 


> 'NbrHabbakknhwiththeholinefsof God. 
'& Feb. 1. 14. {thor art 'of purer ejes thants 


F A, they bring forth fruit - He perceiving 


.., t/a univerſal caſe | wherefortiare al/ ay 
' happy, &c.}] did ot know how: torrecom 


| ile” it, with the. righteouſneſs of God. 


behold iniquity wherefore boldeſt. thou th 
Forgue, when: the withed devonretb.tbe mit 
that 3s more righteous than be? In.poiit 
of God's pong t00, Fob —_— 
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the cafe: with God, - Fob Ic. 3. 1s it good 
unta thee that thou ſhauldeſt oppreſs, that 
thru ſhouldeſt deſpiſe the work of thy hands, 
and ſbine upon the counſel of the wicked © 
You (ſee- upon the account of holinels, 
righteauſnels, goodneſs, the three great 
Attributes of God, 1t hath beca queft1- 
oned by good men, and upon the ac- 
count of his wiſdom bythe wicked Jews. 


r.Anſwer in general : 1s it not ann high Anjw. 1: 


preſumption for ignorance to judg God's 
proceedings? [n the courſe of providence 
ſuch things are done that men could not 
Imagine could be done without 10jaſtice; 
yet_ when the whole connexion of their 
ends is unravelled, they appear highly 
beautiful, and diſcover a glorious wiſ- 
dom and righteouſneſs. If it had entered. 
into the' heart of man to think that God 
ſhould ſend his Son 1n a very low eſtate 
todie for {inners, would it not have been 
jadged an unjuſt and unreaſonable aQ, 
ro deliver up his Son for rebels, the inna - 
cent for the criminals;zto ſpare the offen- 
der, aad-puniſh the obſerver of his Law ? 
Yet whenthe deſign isrevealed and ated, 
whatan admirable connettion is there of 
jaltice , wiſdom , mercy, and holineſs, 

G 3 which 


F x Cor, 


Secpogly- 


li. 20, walitus own *? Who ſhall take 
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which men could not conceive of? It will 
be known to beſo atlaſt in God 'sdealing 
with all hismembers. We are incompe- 
tent. Judpes of the righteouſneſs and wiſ- 
dom of God, unleſs we were infinitely 
righteous and wiſe our ſelves ; 3 we muſt 
pe God's, or 1n another ſtate, before we 
can underſtand the reaſons of all God's 
actions. We judg. according to the law 
of ſenſe and ſelf,* which are inferior to 
the rules whereby God works. Judg n0- 
thing then before the time *, _ It is not a 
time for us to-paſs' a judgment upon 
things, A falſe judgment is eafily made, 
when neither the Counſelsof.mens hearts, 
nor the particular Laws of God's actions 
are known to us. In'general it 1s certain, 
God doth righteoutly order his provi- 
dencesz he may ſee ſome inward corrup- 
tions in good men to be demoliſhed by 
afflictions 3 and ſome good moral affedi- 
ons, ſome uſeful deſigns, or ſome ſervi- 
ces he employs wicked men in to be re- 
-wardedin this life. 

2. God is Soveraign of the World. He 
1s ſui juris ; The Earth 1s his, and the ful- 
ueſs thereof. may henot do what he will 
upon 
ets | them 


| 
| 
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them to controul God, and preſcribe 
Laws to him how to deal] with hig Crea- 
tures ? Why ſhould afinite underſtand- 


ing preſcribe meaſures and methods toan 
infinite Majeſty 2 


. God js wiſe and juſt, and knows bow Thirdly. 


fo diſtribute. It we queſtion his provi- 
dence, we queſtion his wiſdom. Is it.fit 
for us who are bur of yeſterday, and 
know nothing, to ſay to an infinite wiſ- 
dom, what doſt thou? and todiret the 
only wiſe God toa method of his ations? 
His own wiſdom will beſt dire& him to 
the times when to puniſh the inſolence of 
the wicked , and relieve the miſeries of 
his people : 'We ſee the preſent diſpenſa- 
tions, but are we able to. underſtand the 
internal motives ? May there not be fome 
fins of righteous mens Parents:that he 
will viſit upon their Children, fome vir- 
tues of their anceſtors that he will reward 
even 1n their wicked poſterity ? He may 
uſe wicked men as inſtruments in ſome 
ſervice. *Tis part of his diltributive Ju: 
{tice to reward them. They aim ar theſe 
things 10 their ſervice, and_he gratifies 
them according to heir deſires. Let nor 
then his righteouſneſs be an argument a- 
G 4 __ gaiaſt 
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gainſt his provider.ce; tis righteous with 
God nor to be in Arrears 'with them. 
Sometimes Cod gives them not to thetn 
as rewards of any moral virtue, but puts 
power into thetr hands, that they may 
be inſtruments of his Juſtice upon ſorne 
off-nders againſt him, J/a. 10. 5. The 
ſtaff in the Afhrians hand was God's in- 
dignation. 

Fourthly, 4- There is a neceſſity for ſome ſeeming 
inequality at leaſt in order to the good go- 
vernment of the world. Can all in any 
community of men be of anequal height? 
A houfe hath not beams and rafters of an 
equal bigneſs, ſome are greater, and ſome 
lefs, The world is God's Family. *Tis 
here as in a Family, all cannot have the 
ſafe Office, but they are divided accord- 
ing torhe capaciries of ſome perſons, and 
the neceſſities of others: Providence 
would not be fo apparent in the beauty 
of the world.if all men were alike in their 
ſtations. Whete would the beauty of 
the body be, if all the members had one 
Office' and one immediate End ? Man 

would ceafeto be man, if every methber 
'had not ſome diſtin& work, and an uni- 
verſal agreement in the common profit of 
LE SS. Wis: o 5+ pe +: ' the 
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the Body, All mankind is but one great 
Body (conſtituted of ſevggal Members , 

which have diſtin& Offices, but alt or- 
deted to the good of the whole ; the A- 
paltle argues this bong In a parallel 
caſe of the djverſities of gifts in the 
Church, 1Cor. 12. 19.1f all were one member, 
where were the bodz? v.23.thoſe members of 
the body which we ink, to be eff bonoura- 
ble Food thoſe we beſtow more abundant ho- 
our. v.24. God hath tempered the body to- 
gether, having given more abundant ho- 
notr to that part which lackt. What har- 
mwony could there be, if all voices and 
ſounds were exaQly the ſame in a con- 
ſort? Who can be delighted with a Pi- 
Fare that hath no ſhadows? The affliQi- 
ons of good men are a foyl to ſet off the 
beauty of Gods providence in the world. 


5.. Onequal di ſper ſations do not argue Fit, 


red =rs A father may give one child 
a gayer Coat than he gives agother, yet 
he exrends his fatherly care and tender- 
ne over all: According to the ſeveral 
employmenrs he puts his children upon, 
he 1s at greater expence, and yet loves 
one as well as another, and makes provi- 
lion for all. As the Soul takes care of the 
lowelk 


* 1 Cor. 
12. II. 


S;xthly. 
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loweſt member, and communicates Spi- 
rits to every Art for their motions : So 
though God placeſome in a higher, ſome 
in a lower condition, yet he takes care of 
all. God divides to every man as he will *, 

Every man hath a ſeveral ſhare accord: 
ing to Gods pleaſure, of a goodneſs in 
the world,as well as of gifts in the Church. 

' 6. Tet upon due conſt kderation the inequa- 
lity will not appear ſo great as the complaint 
of it. If the wants of one, and the en- 
joyment of another. were weighed in the 
ballance, . the Scales might not appear ſo 
uneven 5 we ſee ſuch a mans wealth; 
but do, you underſtand his cares? A 
running fore may Ilye under a purple 
Robe. Health, the ſalt of Bleſſings, asone 
calls it, is beſtowed upon the Labourer, 
when many that wallow in abundance, 


"have thoſe torturing diſeaſes which im- 


bitter their 'pleaſures. If ſome want 
thoſe worldly ornaments which others 
bave, may they not have more wiſdom 
than thoſe thar enjoy them, (the nobleſt 
pecfeQionof a rational creature?) Pro. 3, 
T3, 14. The izerchandize of it is better 
than the merchandize of Silver, and the 


* Pro. 15. £4in thereof than Jn gold *, Pro. I5. 16. 
6. 


better 
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better is a little with the fear of the Lord, 
than great treaſure, and trouble therewith, 

As ſome are ſtript of wealth and power, 

ſo they are ſtript of the incumbrances 
they bring with them. Oae hath that 
ſerenity and tranquility of mind, which 
the cares and fearsof others will nor ſuffer 
them to enjoy 3 and a grain of conrent- 
ment is better than many -pounds of 
wealth. *'Tis not a defirable thing, to 
be a great Prince, attended with as many 
cares and fears as he hath Subjects 1n his 


Empire. He made a true eſtimate of 


greatneſs, that ſaid he would not (toop to 

take up a Crown if it lay at his feet. But 

more particularly to the parts of the caſe, 
I. It is not well with bad men here. 


1. ls it well with them who are tortured 


by their own luſts? What peace can world- 
ly things beſtow upon a Soul filled with 
1mpurity? In 2 Cor. 7. 1, Sin is called fil> 
thineſs; can it be well with them that have 
naſty Souls? Is it well with them who are 
rackt by pride, ſtung with cares, gnawn 
with envy , Giſ[tracted by unſatiable de- 
fires, and torn in pieces by their own 
tears? Can it be well with ſuch who have 
a multitude of vipers in their breaſts, ſtick- 


wg 


V- 
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ing all their (tings into chem, though th 

Sun ſhine, and the ſhowers drop upon 
them? You are the Spettators of their 
tzlicity, but do you underſtand their in- 
ward gripes? Prov. 14.13. evex in laugh- 
ter the heart is ſorrowful. Can lilken Cur- 
tains, or purple Clothes,confer an happi- 
neſs upon thoſe who have a mortal 
plague-fore poyloning their bodies, and 
are ready to expire ? Sin ts their plague, 


wg r King: whatever is their happineſs *. Their in- 

33. Sin 
all-d 

the plus the polle{iton of all the Kingdoms in the 


folear laſts are a far greater miſery than 


Worldcaa be an happineſs. 


Il." Is it well with them who have ſo great. 
_ an account to make, and know not how to 
make it? Thoſe that enjoy much,are more 


in God's deat, and therefore more ac- 
countable. Tas account of wicked men 
15 th2 greater, bzcaule of their abun- 
dance ;, and their unfitneſs to make that 
account is the greater, becauſe of their 
abule. Would any reckon themſelves 
happy to be called upon to give an ac- 
£927 of their Stewardihip tor Talears, 
aa1 know not how to give a good ac- 
c2unt of oe farthinz ? Luke 16, 2; give 
62 4009; 427 of thy ſtzwir4ſhip. 

{l. Is 


F 
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HI. 1s it well with them who are 1he 
worſe for what they have £& 1s it. an happt- 
neſs. to. command others, and .be more 
flaves to the worſt of Creatures, than. a- 
ny can be to them? The wicked mati's 
well-ſpread Table ſometimes proves his 


ſnare *, and his deftruQtion 1s bound up* Þ/al. 51 


in his very proſperity, Pro; 1. 32. and **- 
the proſperity of fools ſhall dettroy them. 
Proſperity falling upon an unregenerate- 
heart, like the Sun and Rain upon bad- 
ground, draws forth nothing but weeds: 
and vermin. Would you think it your 
happineſs to be Maſters of their concerns," 
and (Javes to their pride? Is a ſtabborn-. 
neſs againlt God ſo defirable a thing, 
which is ſtrengthned by thoſe things in 
the hands of the wicked ? 

IV. Is it well with them who in the midſt 


of their proſperity are reſerved for juſtice? 
Can that Traitor be accounted happy 


that is fed in Priſon by the Prince with 


better Diſhes than many a loyal Subject 
—_ at his table, but only to keep him a- 
I:ve for his Tryal, and a publick Exam- 
pleof Juſtice ? God raiſes "Coidg for grea- 
ter falls : Miſerable was the felicity of 
Pharaoh, to be raiſed up by Gad M A 
Sub- 


m7 
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Subje& to ſhewin him the power of his 
Wrath *. *Tis but alittle time before they 
{hall be cut down as graſs, and wither as 
the green herb, Pſal. 37. 2, None would 
value the conditionof that Soldier who 
leaping into a River to fave a Kings 


; Crown, and putting it upon his own 


- head, that he: might be enabled to ſwim 


Secondly. 


out with it, was rewarded for ſaving it, 
and executed for wearing 1t.God rewards 
wicked men for their ſervice, and pu- 
niſheth them for their infolence. 
. 2. Neither is it -bad here with good 
men, if all be well conſidered. Other mens 
judgment of a good man is frivolous;they 
cannot rightly judge of his {tate and con- 
cerns, but, he can make a judgment of 
theirs. 1 Cor. 2. 15.A ſpiritual man judg- 
eth all things, but he himſelf is judged of no 
21am. No man can make a ſound judg- 
ment and eſtimate of a righteous mans 
ſtate in any condition, unleſs he hath had 
experience of rhe like inal} the circum- 
ſtances, the i0ward Comforts as well as 
the outward Croſſes. For, 

I. Adwverſity cannot be called abſolutely 
an evil, as proſperity cannot be called abſo- 
Intely a good. They are rather indiffe- 
rene 


Divine Providence. 
rent things, becauſe they may be uſed ei- 
ther for the honour.or diſhonour of God. 


As they are uſed for his honour, they, cs 
are good ; and as uſed for his diſhonour, .: .... 


they are evil. The only abſolutely bad 
thing, in the worlds (in,, which. cannot 
be in its own nature but a diſhonour to 
God. The only: abſolutely, good. thing 
in the world 1s holineſs, and a likeneſs to 
God, which cannot. be in its own: nature 
but for his glory. As forall other things, 
I know no true; ſatisfaqion ; can .be,1n 
them, but as they, are ſubſervient to 
Gods honour, and give us an, advan- | 
tage. for imitating ſome one or other of 
his perfections, Crofles:in the Scripture 
are not excluded from thoſe things we 
have ,a right to by Chriſt, when: they 
may conduce to our good, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 
Life and Death, things preſent, and things 
to come, are yours,.. and you are Chriſts, 
Since the, revelation of the Goſpel, Ido 
not Temember ;that any ſach complaint a- 
gainſt the Providence of God fell from a- 
ny holy man in the New Teſtament > for 


our Saviour bad given them. another pro- 
ſpe&._ of thoſe things. The. holy men 
in the Ola Teſtament comforted -them- 

7:-":-7"- =o 
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ſelves againſt this Objetion by the end 


of the wicked which ſhould happen, hid 
* P/al-73, the rod ceaſe, * [nthe New Teſtament 


Ren. 8. - we are more comforted by the certain o- 


peration of croſſes to ourgood and {pi- 
ritual adyantage. Our Saviour did not 
promife wealth and honour to his fol- 
lowers, 'Hor did he think it worth his 
pains of coming and dying, to"beſtow 
ſuch gifts upon 'his Children ; He made 
Heaven their happinefs, and the Earth 
their Hell ;, the Croſs was their badge 
here, and the Crown their reward here- 
after; they ſeemed nor to be a purchaſe 
congruous to ſo great a price of Blood, 


Was God's Providenceto Chriſt the more 


to, be queſtioned becauſe he was poor ? 
Had he the lefs love to him becaufe he 
was a man of ſorrows, even while he was 


a God of glory ? Such groundfeſs conceits 


ſhould never enter into Chriſtians, who 


can never ſcrioully take up Chrifts Yoke 
without. a proviſo of 'afflictions z who 
can never be God's Sons, without expe» 
ing his corretions. © 7RG! 
2. God never leaves good men ſo bare, 


but be provides for their neceſſity, Plal.84. 


11. the Lord will give grace and glory,and 
Ng 
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Divine Prowidence, 

29 good thing will he withhold from then 
that walk uprightly, If any thing be good, 
and upright,man may expect it from God's 
providence; if it be not good, he ſhould 
not defire it, Howſoever grace, which is 
neceſſary for preparing thee for happt- 
neſs; and glory, which is neceſſary for 
fixing thee in it, he will be ſfureto gives 
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. Iv . | - Pa Fe X* , _ 
we have David's, experience for it * in ] Pſa. $9, 


the whole courſe of his life. 

3. The little good men have, is better 
than the higheſt enjoyments of wicked men, 
PC. 37.16. alittle that a righteous man hath, 
zs better than the riches of many wicked; 
pot better than many riches of the wick- 


ed, but better than the riches of many } 


wicked, better than all the treaſures of 


the Whole Maſs of the wicked world, - 


Others have them in a providential way, 
good men in a gracious way, Pro. 15. 8, 
better is a little with righteouſxeſs than great 
revenues without right, wi'hout a Cove- 
vant right. Wicked proſperity is like a 
ſhadow that glides away 1n a moment 3 
whereas a righteous mans little 1s-a part 
of Chriſt's purchaſe, and part of that in- 
heritance which ſhall endure for ever, 
Pſa. 37. 18. their inheritance ſhall be for e- 

H vers 
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ver, 7.e., God regards the ſtate of the 
righteous, whether good or evi), all that 
befalls them,God doth all with a reſpect to 

' his everlaſting inheritance. No maa hath 
worldly things without their wings. And 
though the righteous have worldly things 
with their wings, yet that love whereby 
they have them, hath no wings ever to 
fly away from them;zhow can thoſe things 
be good to a man .that can never taſt 
them, nor God in them ? 

4. No righteous man would in his ſober 
wits be willing to make an exchange of his 
ſmarteſt afflidions for a wicked mans proſ- 


teous in the worſt condition. Would any 
man be ambitious of ſaares,that knows the 
deceit of them? Can any but a mad man 
_exchange Medicines for poyſons? Is it 
not more defirable to be upon a Dung- 
hi] with an intimate converſe with God, 
than upon a Throne without 1t ? They 
gain a world 1n proſperity ; a righteous 
man gains his Soul by afflictions, and pol- 
{eiſes it in patience; is the exchange of a 
valuable conſideration ? God ſtrips good 


men of the enjoyment of the World, that 
| he 


perity, with all the circumſtances attending it, 
It cannot therefore be bad wich the righ- | 
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he may wean them from the love of it; 
keeps them from Idolatry, by remov- 
ing the fuel of it; ſends afflictions that 
he may not loſe them, nor they their 
Souls. Would any man exchange a 
oreat goodneſs laid up for him that fears 
God, for a lefler goodneſs laid out 


upon them that are Enemies to him *? 0 
Who would exchange a few outward * 


comforts with God's promiſe, inward com- 
forts with aſſurance of Heaven , Godli- 
neſs with contentment, a ſweet and Spi- 
ritual life, Soveraignity over himſelf 
and Juſts, though attended with ſuffer- 
ings, for the Government of the whole 
World? 

5. [t is notill with the righteous in affliGte 
ons, becauſe they have high advantages by 
them. That cannot be abſolutely evil, which 
conduceth to 4 greater good. 

» As, Firſt, jenſtble experiments of the 
tender providence -f Grd over them. If 
the righteous had vot afflictions 1 this 
lite,God would lofs the glory of his pro» 
vidence,and they the fweetnefs in a gra» 
cious deliverance from them in wayes 
which make the affliction the ſweeter, 
as Well as the mercy ; they would loſe 
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the comfort of them in not having ſuch 
ſenſible evidences of God's gracious care. | 
The ſweetneſs of the promiſes made , 


for times of trouble,would never be taſt- 


ed. Pſal. 37. 19. Thbey ſhall zot be aſhamed 
in the evil time; that is, they ſhall be 
migtitily encouraged and ſupported. : 
God's people do beſt underſtand God's *' 
Meth, when they feel the ſmart of mens |. 
malice. 2 Tim. 4. 17. | The Lord flood | 
with me,and ſirengthened me.] He had ne- | 
ver felt ſo much of God's ſtrength, if he | 
had not taſted much of mans wicked- |: 
neſs 1n forfaking him, Pſal. 37.29. [ heir | 
their flrevgth ) when in times of trouble |. 
they experiment more of his care in |! 
preſerving them, and his (trength in ſup- | 
porting them, than at other times; Abur: |» 
dance of conſfolations are manifeſted in a- * 
 bundance of lufferings®. A greater ſenſe | 
"of joy and glory lights upon them in 2} 
ſtorm ot pe:fccutions. Men ſee the ſuf-Þ 


ferings of the godly, but they do not be} 

hold that inward peace which compoſeth|/ 

and deliphis their Souls, worth the whole?! 

M i's of the worlds -00dneſs, and pleaſuraſ 

of the vnrighteous. = 
2. inward improvements. 


O oportuni|| 


Divine Providence. 
ties to manifeſt more love to God, more 
dependance on him, the perfection of the 
Soul. 1 Tim. 5. 5. Now ſhe that is a Vie 
dow indeed, and deſolate, truſts in God, 
and continues in Supplications and Prajers 
night and day; there is a ground of more 
exerciſe of truſt in God, and ſupplicati- 
on to him. The poor and cclolate have 
an advantage for the actual exerciſe of 
thoſe graces, which a proſperous canditi- 
on wants: God changeth the metal by 
It ; What was Lead and Iron, he makes 
come forth as Gold. Job 23. 10. when 
he bath tried me, I ſha!l come forth as gold. 
Croſſes and ſufferings which fit good 
men for ſpecial ſervice here, and eter- 
nal happineſs hereafter, can no more be 
ſaid to be evil, than the fire which refines 
the gold, and prepares 1t for a Prince's 
uſe. If there were not ſuch evils, what 
ground could you have to exerciſe pat1- 
ence? what Heroick acts of faith could 
you put forth without difficulties? how 
could you believe againſt hope, if you 
had not ſometimes ſomething to contra- 
dit your: hopes ? And if a good man 
ſhould have a confluence of that which 
the ignorant and pedantical world calls 


H 3 hap- 
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happineſs, he might undervalue the plea- 


ſures of a better Jife, deface the beauty of 


his own +oul, and withdraw his love 
from the moſt gratifying, as well as the 
moſt glorious object, unto that which is 
not worth the leaſt grain of his affCtian. 
3. Future glory, The great enquiry 
at the day of Chriſt's appearing, will be, 
How good men bear their ſufferings, what 
improvemerits they had; and the preat- 
er their purity by them, the greater will 
be their praiſe and honour. 1 Pet. 1, 7 7- 
That the tryal of your faith | viz. by mani- 
fold Temptations] way be found to praiſe, 


and honour, and glory, at the appearing of 


Jeſus Chr T1 For a good improvement 
by them, they will have a Publick praiſe 
from God? s rnouth, and a Crown of Ho- 
nour ſet upon their heads. Providence 
ſends even light afflictions as ſo many Ar- 
tificers, to make the Crown more Maſly, 
and more bright, 2 Cor. 4-17. [ Works for 
is a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.) They are at work about a 
good mans Crown, while they make 
bim ſmart. They prepare him for heaven, 
and make it more grateful to him when 
he comes to > poſſeſs 1 it, A Chriſtians car- 
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riage in them prepares for greater degrees 
of Glory. Every ſtroke coth but more 
beautifie the Crown. 

6. Sufferings of good men for the Truth 
highly glorifies the Providence of God. 
This 1s a matter of glory ard honour, 
1 Pet. 4.. 16. If any man ſuffer as a Chri- 
ftian, let him not be aſhamed, but let hin 
glorifie God on this behalf. They thereby 
bear a Teſtimony to the higheſt Act of 
Providence that God ever exerciſed , 
even the redemption of the world by the 
blood of his Son. And the Church, 
which is the higheſt objec of his Provi- 
dence in the world, takes the deeper root, 
and ſprings up the higher 3 the founda- 
tion of it was laid in the blood of Chriſt, 
and the growth of itis furthere41by the 
blood of Martyrs. The carriage of 
the righteous 1n them, makes the Truth 
they profeſs more valued. Ir enhancerh 
the excelleacy of Religion, and mant 
fe(ts it to be more amiable for its beauty, 
than for its dowry 3 ſince they ſee it de- 
firable by the ſufferers, not only with- 
out worldly enjoyments, but with the 
ſharpeſt miſeries. This conſideration 
hath wrought upon many toembrace the 
H 4.  _Relts 
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Religion of the Suſferers. IF it reaches 
8s far as death, they are but diſpatched 
to their Fathers houſe, and the day of 
their death is the day of their Coronati- 
on 5 and what evil is there in all this 2 


To conclude, This Argument is (trong-' 


er (upon the infallible righteouſneſs of 
God's nature) for a day of Reckoning af- 
ter thislife, than againſt Providence. 'Tis 
a more rational concluſion, That God will 
have a.time to juſtifie the righteouſneſs 
and wiſdoth of his Providential Govern- 
ment, and repair the honour of the 
Fighteous, oppreſied by the injuſtice of 
the wicked. And indeed, unleſs there be 
2 retribution in another world, theque- 
ſtion i is unanſwerrble, and all the reaſon 
in the world knows not how to ſalvethe 
Holinefs and Righteouſnefs of Ged in his 
Providential Diſpenſations in this life ; 
fince we {ee here Goodneſs unrewarded 
and debaſed to the dunghill, Vice glory- 
13g 10 1impanity, and ranting to the fir- 
mament, Ve cannot fee how 1t can con- 
ft with the nature of God's Wiſdom, 
Rightcouſneſ and Holineſs, if there were 
not another life wherein God will mant- 
is his MY in the POE wy 
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and rewarding goodneſs : For it is im- 
poſſible that a God of infinite Juſtice 
ſhould leave fin unpuniſhed, and Grace 
unrewarded here or hereafier, The 
Scripture gives us ſo fall an acount of a 
future ſtate,that may ſatisfie all Chriſtians 
in this buſineſs. 

The wicked rich man is in his Purple, 


and Lazarus 1n his rags ; yet Abraham's - 


Boſom is prepared for the one, and an 
endleſs Hell for the other. Jeremy re- 
ſolves the caſe in his diſpute with God 
about it, Fer.12. 3. Pull then out like ſheep 
for the ſlaughter, and prepare them for the 
day of ſ{aughter. They are but fattening 
for the knife of juſtice; and the day will 
come when they ſhall be conſum'd, like 
the fat of Lambs in the Sacrifice, which 
{hall wholly evaporate into ſmoke; ſothe 
Pſalmiſt reſolves it in Pſal. 37. 20. a 


Pſalm written for the preſent caſe. God 


laughs at their ſecurity in a way of moc- 
kery, Pſal. 37. 13. The Lord ſhall laugh 
at him , for he ſees that his day is coming. 
God's day for the juſtification of his pro- 
ceedings in the world, and the wicked 
man's day for hisowndeſtruQion, wherein 
they ſhall all be deſtroyed together, 

SS £jak 
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Pſal. 37.38. The whole maſs of them 
in one bundle. Who then will charge 
God with unequal diſtributions at that 
day which is appointed for the clearing up 
of his righteouſneſs, which is here maskt in 


the world ? who can be fond of the State of 


the wicked? Who would be fond of a 
dead mans condition, becauſe he lies in 
State, whaſe Soul may be condemned, 
whilſt his body with a pompous folemni- 
ty is carried to the Grave; and both bo- 
dy and Soul joyned together at the reſur- 
redion, adjudged to eternal miſery ? 
©.3.Whart hath been faid ia this,will alſo 
aniwer another Q:tition, Why God 
doth not immediaiely puriſh notorious 
offenders, ſince the be!t governments in 
the world are ſuch 2s c:li the violaters 
of the Law to 1 ſpeedy account, to keep 
up the honour of Juſtice £ Thus the Epz- 
cures charzz God witn neglects of provi- 
dence, becauſe if ke doih puniſh wicked 
men, it is later than is fit and juſt 5 becauſe 
ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 
ſpeedily,thereforetne heart of the Sons of men 
7s fully ſet inthe te doevil.Ecclel.8.11.De- 
lay of Juſtice 15 an encouragement to Sin. 
'  Anjw. 1, This is an argument for Gods 


patience, 
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patience,none againſt his providence. Should 
he make ſuch quick work, what would 
become of the world? Could it have 
held out to this day ? If God had inſtant- 
ly taken revenge upon thofe that thus dif- 
parage his providence, the framer of 
ſuch an objeftion had nat: been alive. 
No man 1s ſo perfectly good, but he 
might fall under the revenging ſtroke of 
his ſword, if he pleaſed to draw it. Suffer 
God to evidence his patience here, ſince 
after the winding up of the World, he 
will have no time to manifeſt it. God 
doth indeed ſometimes ſend the ſharp ar- 
row of ſome judgment upon a notorious 
offender, to let him underſtand that he 
hath not forgotten how to govern; but 
he doth not alwayes do ſo, that his pati- 
ence may be glorified in bearing with his 
rebellious creature. 

2. (20d is juſt in that wherein the queſti- 
03 ſuppoſeth him unjuſ#. He ſatfers wicked 
men to continue to be the plagues of the 
places where they live, and the executi- 
oners of his Juſtice upon offenders againſt 
him, P/al. 17.13. The wicked are God's 
9Oword, Feremiabh 47. 6. Thoſe that 
God would ſtic up againſt the Phil;ſtnes, 

bo are 
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are called the Sword of the Lord , 1/a. 
IO. 5. Aſhur 1s ſaid to be the Rod of his 
anger 3 would it conh(t with his wiſdom 
ta drop the inſtruments out of his hand, 
as ſoon as he begins to uſe them? To 
caft his Rods out of his hand as ſoon as he 
takes them up? The rules of juſtice are 
4s much unknown to us, as the commu- 
nications of his goodneſs to his people 
are unknown to the world. 

3, Let me ask ſuch a one, whether he 
never injur'd another man ? and whether 
he would not think it very ſevere, if not un- 
juſt, that the offended perſon ſhould pre- 
ſently take revenge of him 2? If every man 
ſhould do the like, how ſoon would 
mankind be difpatcht, and the World 
become a ſhambles, men running furi- 
ouſly to one anothers deſtruftion for the 
injuries they have mutually received? Do 
we praiſe the lenity of parents to their 
Children , and diſpraiſe the 'mercy of 
God, becauſe he doth not preſently uſe 
his right ? Is then forbearance of revenge 
accounted a virtue in a man, and ſhall it 
be an imperfection in God? With what 
reaſon can we thus blame the eminent 
patience of God, which we have reaſon 
WF) | W ro 
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Divine Providence. 
to adore, and which every one of us are 
monuments of? The uſe is, 

Ofc 1. Of information, | 

I. How unworthy and abſurd a thing is 


it to deny Providence ? Some of the Hea- 


thens fancied, that God walked his 
Circuit in Heaven, or ſat with folded 
arms there, taking no cognizance of 
what was done in the World. Some ines 
deed upon ſome great emergencies have 
acknowledged the Mercies and Juſtice of 
God, which are the two arms of his pro- 
vidence. The Barbarians, his juſtice, 
when they ſaw a Viper leap upon Panl's 
hand, A@F. 28. 4. they ſay among them- 
ſelves,no doubt this man is a murderer,whons 
though he hath eſcaped the ſea, yet vengeance 
ſuffers not to live. The Mariners in Fo- 
»ah implored his mercy in their diſtreſs 
at Sea 5 yet they generally attributed af- 
fairs toblind chance. and worſhipped For- 
tune as a Deity. For this vain conceit, 
the Pſalmiſt calls the Atheiſt fool, Pſal. 
14. 1. The fool hath ſaid in his heart, there 
is no God. Potiphar acknowledged it ; 
he ſaw that the Lord was with Joſeph, 
and favoured his defigns. Gen,39. 3. And 
bis Maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, 
and 


A Diſcourſe of 
and that the Lord made all things that he 
did to proſper in his hand. 

It will not be amiſs to conſider this ; 
For the root of denial of providence is 
in the hearts of the beſt men, eſpectal- 
ly under affliction. Aſah was a holy man 3 
yet Pſal. 73. 13. ſaith he , Verily 1 have 
cleanſed my heart invain, and waſhed my 
hands in innocence. He had taken much 
pains with his heart, and had been under 
much afflition. V. 14. [all the' day long 
have [ been plagued and chaſtned every morn- 
'7ng.] And the confideration of this, that 
he ſhould have ſo much afflifion with ſo 
much holineſs, ſo ftrangely puzled him, 
that heutters that dreadful Speech,asif he 
had a mind to caſt off all cares about the 
worſhip of God,and ſanQtifying his hearr, 
and repent of all that he had done in that 
buſineſs ; as much as to ſay, Had I been 
as very a villain as ſuch, or ſuch a man, 
I might have proſpered as well as they; 
but I wasa fool to have any fear of God. 

Therefore we will conſider, 
I. The evil of denying Providence. 
2. The grounds of the denial of it by the 
heathen, which we ſhall find in our own 


hearts. 
3. The 
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Divine Providence. 
2. The various ways whereiw men praGi- 


cally deny providence. 
1. The evil of denying it. 


1. [t gives a liberty to all ſin, It gives Firſt: 


an occaſion for an unbounded licentioul- 
ne&; for what may not be done 
where there is no government? The 


Jews tell us,1 That the diſpute between, 
Cain and Abel was this. Cain ſaid, be terojoh- 


cauſe his ſacrifice was not accepted,that 7 Mer- 
Cer 2N 


Gen. 4.7. 


there was no Judge, no reward of goo 
works,or puniſhmeut of bad, which when 
Abel oppoſed Cain (lew him; they ground 


1t upon thediſcourſe of God with Carn,v 7 : 2. 


which had been about his providenceand 
acceptation of men, if they did well, and 
puniſhment of men ifthey did 1ll ; whence 
they gather, the diſcourſe, v. 8. Cain had 
with his brother, was about the ſame ſub- 
jeCt 3 for Cain talked with Abel,and upon 
that diſcourſe roſe up :5gainſt him, and 
{ſlew him. And his diſcourſe afterwards 
with God, » 9. ſeems to favour it, am 1 
my Brothers keeper ? Thou doſt ſay, thou 
art.the governour of the World; it is not 
my concern to look after him. Their 


_ conjecture 18s not improbable. If it were 


{o, we ſee how early this opinion began 
n 


II 


MY 


Gen. &« 
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in the World; and what was the horrid 
effect of it? the firſt ſin, the firſt murder 
that we read of after the fin of Adam. 
And what confulion would grow upon 
the entertainment of ſuch a notion? 
Indeed the Scripture every where pla- 
ces fin upon this root. Pal. 10. ir. 
[ God hath forgotten, he hides his face, he 
will never ſee it. He hath turned his back 
upon the World. This was the ground 
of the oppreſſion of the poor by the 
wicked which he mentions, v. 9, 10. So 
I/a. 26. 10. (The wicked will not learn 
righteouſneſs,he will deal anjuſily; the rea- 
ſon 1s,he will not behold the Majeſty of the 
Lord; he will not regard God®s govern- 
ment of the world, though his hand bz 
lifted up to ſtrike. There is no (10, but 
receives both its birth and nouriſhment 
from this bitter root. Let the notion of 
providence be once thrown out , or the 
belief of it faint, how will Ambition, Co- 
vetouſneſs,neglc& of God, diſtruſt, 1impa- 
tience, and all other bitter gourds grow 
up in a night 2 *Tis from this Topick all 
11quity will draw arguments to encou- 
rage it ſelf; for nothing doth fo much 


diſcountenance thoſe riling Ions, 
and 
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and put them out of heart, as 2n actuated 
belict, that God takes care of humane af- 
fyirs, Upon the want of this actuated 
knowledg God charges all the fin of E. 
parain, Hoſea. 7. 2. They conſgder * not 


in their hearts that T1 remember all thezr 


143 


* Heb. 


they ſpeak, 


Not £0 


wickedneſs. As if God were blind and br 


d:d nct le, OT ſtupid and did not con- 
ccra himſelf; or of a very frail memory 
hoon to fool Eo: ; | 

2. It defiroys all Religion. The firſt 
Foundation of all Religion 1s, firſt the 
Bcing, Secondly the Goodneſs of God in 
the Government of the World. Heb. 
t1.6. he that comes to God, muſt believe 


hearts. 


that be is, and thas he is a rewarder of 


thee that diligently ſeck him. He is the 
obj-(t of Religton,as he 1s the Governour 
of the World, This denial would ſhue 
up Bibles and Temples, and bring irre- 
Iiytious diſorder into all Societies. 

4. Ail Worſhip. He that hath no de- 
ſign to govern, is ſuppoſed to expe& no 
homage 3 if ke regards not his creatures, 
be cares for no worſhip from them, How 
's it poſſible to perſwade men to regard 
bim for Gad, who takes no care of them? 
Who will adorehim, whoregards no ado- 
ration 2 . 2. Prayer 
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2. Prazer. To what purpoſ2 ſhould !: 
they beg his direCtions, 1mplore his af- | 
ſiſtance 1n their calamities, if he h:d no *'. 
regard at all to his Creatures? What fa- 
vour can we expect from him who 15 re- 
pp of diſpenſing any ? 

3. Praiſe. Who would make acknow- 
ledgments roone, from whom they never 
received any favour, and hath no mind to 
receive any acknowledgments from them, 
becauſe he takes no care of them ? If the 
Deity havenorelation to us, how can we 
haverelationto him?To what purpoſe will 
it be either to call upon him,or praiſe him, 
which are the prime picces of Religion, 
it he concern not himſclf with us? | 

4 Dependance, Truſs and Hope. What | 
reaſon _w_ we to commi:t our concernsto | 
him, and to depend vpon him forrelict? | 
Hence the Apoſtle faith , Epkeſ” 2. 82. | 
The Gentiles were withoue hope, and with- |. 
out (50d in the Vorid, The reaſon hey | 
were without hope, was becauſe they | 
were without Cod, they denied a ſettled | 
providence, and acknowledged a blind Þ | 
[7 

\ 


chance, and therefore could have no | 
found hope ; ſo ſome underſtand it fl 
denial of God's government. Ir might Y 8 h 
well þ 


LE 
7 
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well give occalion to people to utter Pha - 
ravb's Speech, Exod. 5. 2. Who is the 
Lord that [ ſhould obey his voice to let Tjra- 
eloo? { know not the Lord, neither will I 
Jet Ifrael go. What is God that I ſhould 
ſerve him © I have no \uch notion of : 
God that governs the World. The re- 
gardleſnels of his creature,d1{obligeth the 
Creature from any ſerviceto him. _ 

3. It is a high diſparagement of God. 
To beheve an impotent, ignorant,:neg- 
I;g:nt God, without care of his works, 18 
as bad or worſe than to believe no God 
at all. The denyal of his providence 1s 
made equal with the denyal of God ; 
P/al. 14. 1. the fool hath ſaid in his hears 
there is no God, He denied God, Elohing, 
which word notes God's providence. Not 
there is no Jehovah, which notes his ef> 
ſence; he dented not God, quoad effer- 
tiam, but quoad providentiam, whereups- 
on the Pfalmilt dubbs the Atheilt fool. 
It ſtrips God of his judicial power. How 
{hall he judg his creatures, if he know 
not what they think, and regards not 
what they do? How eatie will it be for 


ht ® him to be impoſed upon by tbe fair pre- 
| tences, and Jying excuſes of men ? *Tis 
I 2 


11abge 


Mon- 


rague 4- 


gamſt 
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'Fhe Devil gentes not God's 
right to govern, but hs denics God's ac- 
tual goverr ments for i alth, Luke. 4. 6. 


Diabolical. 


the power and glory of ihe Wor Jt is delioe- 


red anto him,end to wiompoever, ſaith he,1] 
w:l/,l giveit.God had caſt offall care of all 
things,a::d made the Devil his Deputy.He 


that denies providence, denics molt of 


God's attiibutes, he denicsat leaſt the exer- 
ciſe of them 3 he denirs his Omniſcience, 
which is the eye of Provideace 3 Mercy 
and Juſtice, which are the arms of it; 


Power, which 1s ihe life and motion of 


providence; Wiſdom, which is the rud- 
der of providctice, whereby | it 1s ſteered ; 

8nd Hulineſs, which is the compaſs wad 
rule of the motion of providence. 

4 .1t is clearly againſt natural light. So- 
crates an Heathen could fay, Wholoever 
denicd providence, 
poiletied with 2 D- vil X, Should God 
Creatc a Man anew with a ſound jucg: 
m.rit, agd bricg kim io the World, 
when he ſhould tce the _7 , nc 3 
tude, vertues and operations of a}] Crea- 
tures, the (tated times and ſeaſons ; mult 


G1d Aatporidy, WS | 


onto en popornmmamen anPos b- -—— 
RE DENT CES 


he not needs confel's that ſome avilihle 


unconccivable Wiſdom did both frame, ; 
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but ſupernatural 
revelation in the Scripture, wherein God 
hath declared thoſe methods of his pro- 
vidence which reaſon could not arrive 
to. As to deny the creation of the World, 
15a greater Crime In a man that knows the 
Scripture, than in a Heathen, 
that hath put it out of doubt. 
alſerting of this, being the end of all 
God's judgments in the World, Wrath 
brings the puniſhment of the Sword, that you 
may know there is a judgment, i. e. wro- 
vidence ; the denial of 1t 1s a fin againſt 
ail paſt or prefent judgments, which God 
The Scripture 
frequently declaring the reaſon of ſuch 


and ſuch judgments to be, that men may 
know that the Lord is God. 


to convince us, 


And the 


hath or doth exerciſe, 


-L FF 
and doth govern all the moticns of it # 
And itis a greater crime In an; of: ns to 
deny providence, either 1n open Or 
practice, than it was or could have been 
in Heathens; becauſe we have not only 
that natural reaſon which they had, ſufh- 


* 7ob 
19. 29> 


2. The ſecond thing 1 is, the grounds of Second[y. 


the denial of providence. Thats Atheiſm 
has been founded, 


I. Opon an overweering congeit of mens 
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own wortns; when men ſaw themſelves 
fruſtrared of the rewards they expected, 
and ſaw others that were inſtruments of 
Tyranny and Luſt, graced with the fa- 
vours they thought due to their own 
virte, they ran into a concett, that God 
jd not mind the actions of men below. 


$0 that it was pride, intereſt, ſelf conceit, 
and opinion of merit, rather than any 


well-grounded reaſon introduced this 
part of Atheiſm into the World ; for up- 
on any croſs.this opinion of merit ſwelled 
up into blaſphemons fpeeches againſt 
God. Whea we have any thoughts, ( as 
we are apt to have ) by our religious aCts 
to merit at God's hand, we aQ againſt the 
abſoluteneſs of his providence, as though 
God could be obliged to us by any other 
than his own promiſe. Methinks Job 
Rath ſome ſpice of this in ſpeaking ſo often 
of hisown integrity, as though God dealt 
11juriouſly with him in affliting him. 
God ſeems to charge him with it. Job 
a0.39.[Wiltthondlſo diſannul my Judgment? 
wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayeſt be 
righteous *JAs though in ſpeaking ſo much 
of his own integrity, and in complaining 
expreſions, he would accuſe God of 10. 
pd NATE Mn. juſtice, 


/ 


'F) 
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Juſtice, and condemn him as an unrighte- 
ous governour ;and in Jov's anſwer you 
find no ſyllable or word of bis integrity 
to God, but a ſelf abhorrency, + Job 42. 
26. Wherefore | abhor my ſelf in duſt and 
aſhes. I doubt that from this ſecret root 
ariſe thoſe Speeches which we ordinarily 
have among men, what have 1 donethat 
God ſhould ſo affli# me? Though ina 
ſerious way it 1s a uſeful queſtion tend- 
ing to an enquiry into the fin that is the 
cauſe of it. But I doubt ordinarily there 
1s too much of a refleFion ypon God, as 
though they had deferved other dealing 


| at his hands. Take heed therefore of 


pride and conceits of our own worth, 


we ſhall elſe be led by it todiſparaging 
conceits of God, which indeed are the 
| roots of all actions contradiory to God's 


| Will. 


2. [t is founded upon pedantical and ſen- 


ſual notions of God. As though itmight 
| detratt from his pleaſure and delight, to 


look down upon this World ; or, as 
though it were a moleſtationof an infinite 


| Power, to bufie himſelf about the care 
| of fublunary things. They thought it 
+ | unſutable to the felicity of God, that it 


I 4 would 
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would interrupt his pleaſure, and make a 
breach upon his ble(ledneſs. As though 
it were the fclicity of a Prince not to | 
take care of the Government of his King- | 
don, nor ſo much as provide for the wel}- 
beirg of his Children. T1 doubt that 
from ſuch, or as bad conceptions of God, 
may ſprivg, ordinarily, our diſtruſt of 
God upon any diſtreſs, Take heed there: 
fore X entertaining any conceptions of 
God, but what the Scripture doth furniſh 
Jo Witn. 

. Or clle, this fort of Atheiſm was 
fa 'd in by a fluttering conceit of the Ma- 
jeſly of God. They thought it unbecom- 
10g the exccllency of the divine Majeſty 
to deſcend to 2 regird of the petty things 
of the World ; this ſeerns ta be the fan- 
cy of them, Pſal. 37. it. How doth 
God Ayo ? is there knowledge in the miſt 
high? They think him too bigh to know, 
too high to conſider. How unreaſonable 
35 it to think God moſt high in place,and | 
pot in perfetion; and if in perfeCtion, | 
not in knowledge and difcernirg ? They | 
imagined of him as of a great Prince, tak- | 
ing his pleaſure upon the batt]-ments of | $ 
bis 4s palace, not bebolding the Teas 
2: ol þ 
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on the ground ; muffled with Clouds, as 
Job 22. 13, 14 How doth God know £ 
can he judge through the dark clouds? thick, 
clouds are « covering to him, that he ſees not, 
and he walks in the circuit of Heaven, We 


cannot indeed have too high apprehen- 


ſions of God's Majelty and Excellency : 
But we muſt take heed of entertaining 
ſuperſtitious conceits of God, and fuch 
as are diſhonourable 10 him, or make the: 
grandeur and ambition of men, the 
meaſures of the greatneſs and Majc-ſty of 
God, Upon this root ſprung Superſtiti- 
on and Idolatry, and the Worſhip of De- 
7101s, who according to the Heathens 
fancy, were Mediators between God and 
men.  AndI doubt ſuch a conceit might 
be the firſt ſtep to the introducing the 
Popiih Saint-worſhip into the Chriſtian 
World: and this lies at the root of all 
our omiſſions of duty, or neglefs of 
ſecking God. Let us therefore have 
raiſed thoughts of God's Majelty, and ad- 
miring thoughts of his condeſcention, who 
notwithſtanding his greatneſs, humbles 
himſelf to behold what 15 done upon the 
Farth. The Pſalmilt fets a pattern for 
both, P/al. 113.5, 6. 
oe A | 4. From 
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4. From their wiſhes upon any gripes of 


conſcience, They found guilt ſtaring them 
1n the face, arid were willing to comfort 
themſelves with the embraces of this 
Doctrine, wherein they might find a 
ſecurity and eaſe to their proſtituted con- 
ſciences, and unabounded liberty 1n tne 
ways of ſin. Thoſe in Zephaniah, were 
firſt ſettled upon their lees, and then to 
drive away all fears of puniſhment, deny 
God's government. Zeph. 1. 12. The 
Lord will not do good, neither will he do 
evil, A brave liberty for a City to be 
without a Mzgitt: ate, a houſe without a 
Governouz, a {hip without a Pilot, ex- 
poſed to the mercy of winds and waves. 
A man to be without reafon, that paſh- 
on 2nd laſt ſhould a& their pleaſures 


a Liberty tar beats themſelves - would ' 


not have, to bs wirhout a Shepherd and 
one to take care of thera. Such wilhes 
certainly therz are 1n men upon a ſenſe 
of guilt : they with for their own ſecu- 
rity, there were ao provideniial eye to 
inſpet them. Take heed therefore of 
guilt, which will draw you to wilh God 
deprived of the goverment of the World, 
and all thoſe atrribuies waich quality him 
foc 
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for it. The readineſs to entertain the mo- 
tions of Satan, rather than the motions of 

the Spirit, implics a willingneſs in them 

that Satan might be the God of the 
World, who favonrs them in fin, rather 

than the Creator who forbids 1t. Burt in- 

deed the fears of conſcience evidence a 

ſecret belief, in men, of a juſt providence, 
whatever means they uſe to {tifle it; elſe 

why is man upon the commiſſion of ſome 
notorious linful act, afraid of ſome evil 

hap to betide him? Why is he reſtleſs in 
himſelf2 There 1s no ſinner, unleſs ex- 
treamly hardned, but hath ſome ſecret 
touch of conſcience upon notoriousenor- 
mities: While the work of the Law is 
written in their heart, their conſcience 

will bear witneſs and accuſe them *, In* gon. 2, 
the molt Hagitious courſes which the A- 14 
poſtle reckons up *, they cannot put off * gon. ; 
the knowledg of the judgment of God, 22 In 
that they which commit ſuch things are ?”3* 
worthy of death, thatis, worthy of death 

by the judgment of God, which judgment 

1s niboeered] in the Law of nature. 

3- The third thing is, The various ways Thirdly. 
wherein men pard ically deny providence, or 
ebuſe it,or contern it- 

: : I. When 


f5 
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1. Vher: we will walk on in a way contrary 
to checks of providenes, When we will run 
againſt the will of God manifeſted 10 his 

rovidencez we do deny his government, 
and refuſe ſubj<tion.io him 5 when we 
will be peremptory in our refolves againſt 
thedeclaration of God's will by his checks 
of providence, we contend with him a- 
bout the government of us and our aQi- 
ons, Such a diſpute had Pharaoh with 
God, notwith{tanding all the checks by - 
the plagues povred out upon hims he 
would march againſt Iſrael to take them 
out of God's hand into his own ſervice 
again, Exod. 15. 9. The exemy ſaid, I will 
purſue, [will overtaze, I will divide the 
Jpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, 1 
will draw my ſwore, my hand ſhall deſtroy 
thenr. Here 1s the will of man vaunting a- 
gainſt the governovr of the World, reſolv- 
cd to difpute God's Roralty with him 
in ſptzht of all the blaſtings of his defigns, 
and the ſmart blows he had had from that 
powerful arm, which colt him and his 
ſobj-cts their lives tney would not vn- 
erſtand il he caking off their wheels, 
but would run headlong into the Red 
Sea, A remarkable example of this isin 
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\ yet Fehoſaphat after he had a fignal pro- 
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a good man, not ſo peremptory in words, 

but 19 actions againlt the revelitions of 

God's mind both by the Propher and his 
Providence. Fehoſap/at had made aleague 

with Abab*, and God had ordered Mzca- * 2 Chron. 
jeb to acquaiat him with the 111 ſucceſs of 15: 12,3. 
the affair they went avout, which Jeho- ver.16,197 
ſaphat found trae, for his own life was 

in danger, he was hardly beſet by the 
Enemy upon a miſtake 3 he had an emi- »2r.31,32. 
nent anſwer of prayer, for upon his cry 

he had a quick return; God engaged his 
providence over his enemies hearts for 

him, the Lord helped him , and God 7: 3+ 
moved them to depart from him. And 

for his conjunaion and continuance in 

1t againſt Mzeajab's prophetie, God ſends 

a Prophet to reprove him, 2 Chron. 19. 2. 
ſhoulde5t thou kelp the ungodly, and love 

them that hate the Lord? therefore is 

wrath upon thee, from the Lord; he re- 

proves him ſtiarply for this confederacy 


vidence in delivering him from another 
army, 2 Chron.20. 24. Yet afrer this he 
gocs on in this way,2 Chron. 20. 35. after 
this, i.e. after a reproot by a Prophet, af- 
ter 11] ſaccels in his league, after eminent 

| Care 
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care of God in his deliverance, after a 
ſignal freeiog him from a dangarous inva- 
fion in a miraculous way, he enters into 
a league with Ahab's Son, as wicked as his 
Father, ver. 36. he joyned himfelf with 
him to make thips to goto Tarſhiſh ; and 
after that a third Prophet ts {ent to re- 
prove him, and the ſhips were broken, 
&. 37. Hereis a remarkable oppolition to 
checks of providence, and manifelt dec]a- 
rations of God's will, as it he would be 
the Commander of the World inſtead of 
God. Abxer's ation is much of the ſame 
kind, who would make the houſe of Sal 
ſtrong againſt David,tho he knew and was 
ſatisfied thar God had promiſed the King- 
dom to David. 

2. In omiſſuns of prayer. One reaſon 
toprove the fools denying God's govern- 
meat of the world, 1s, that they call not 
upon the Lord. Pfal. 14. 1, 4. The Lord 
looked down from heaver to ſee if there 
were any that did underſtand and ſeek God, 
'Tis certainly either a denying of Go J's 
ſufficiency ro belp us, when we rather beg 
of every creature,than ask of God; or a 
charging him with a want of provicence, 
as though he had thrown il all care of 
worldly 
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worldly matters. 2 King. 1. 3. 1s 7t not 
becauſe there is not a God in !ſrael, that 
you go to enquire of Baalzebub the god of 
Ekron? Seeking to any thing clſe with a 
negle& of God, is a denying the care of 
God over his creature. Do we not 1n 
thiscaſe make our ſelves our own gover- 
nours and Lords, as though we could ſub- 
ſt without him, or manage our own af- 
fiirs without his afhſtance? If we did 
really believe there was a watchful pro- 
vidence, and an 1nfinite powerful good- 
neſs to help us, he would hear from us 
ofiener then he doth. Certainly thoſe who 
never call upon him, difown his govern- 
ment of the world., and do not care 
whether he regards the Earth or no. 
They think they can do what they pleaſe, 
without any care of God over them. 
The reſtraining praver is a caſting off 
the fear of God. Job 15. 4. Thos cafteth 
off fear, why? and refiraineſt prayer bes 
fore God. The neglect of prayer ariſeth 
from a conceit of the uprofitablen:ſs of 
it. Job 21. 15. What profit ſrould we 
have if we pray unto kims? Which conceit 
mult be grounded upon a ſecret notion of 
God's carelefneis of the world ; ſuch fruit 
could 
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could not ariſe, but from that bitter.roct. 
But the Prophet Malachi plainly exprefl':s 
it, Mal. 3. 14. Ye have faid, it is in vain 
to ſerve God, and what profit is it that we 
have kept his ordinances? Whence did this 
ariſe, but from a denial of providence, 
upon the obſervation of the out ward hap- 
pineſs of the wicked ? wer. 15. And now 
we call the proud happy 3 yea, they that work 
wickedneſs, are ſetup; yea, they that tempt 
God are even delivered. Sometimes it riſeih 
froman apprehenſion that God in the way 
of his providence dealeth unjuſtly with us. 
A good Prophet utrters ſuch a ſinful ſpeech 
in his paſſion, 2 King. 6. 33. Behold, this 
evil is of the Lord, what ſhould [ wait for 
the Lord any longer ? 

3. When men willturn every ſtone to gain 
the favourable aſſiſtance of men in their de- 


ſigns, and never addreſs ro God for bis di- 


redion or bleſſing. When they never de- 
fire God to move the hearts of tholt 
whoſe favour they court, as though pro: 
vidence were an unuleful and urineceſ]a- 
ry thing in the World. It was the calc: 
of thoſe El:ihy ſpeaks of, Job 35. 9, 10. 


they cry out by reaſon of the arm of the migh- 
ty, but none ſaith, where is God my makery 


who 


we nee, 3 
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Divine Providence, 
rho gives ſongs in the night, &C. none i in 
the midſt of their opprefſſions and cryes 
ander them, did conlider either the pow» 
cr of God in the Creation, as he was 
their Maker, nor his providence in the 
a0vernment of the World, as he raiſed 
up men from low eſtates, and gave mats 
ter of chcerfulneſceven ina time of dark- 
nefG. This was the charge God by his 
TIO het brought againſt Aſa, 2 Chron: 
7. (before the text) Thou haſt reled 
072 4 King of Syria, and not reljed on the 
Lord thy God, herein thou haſt done fooliſhs 
ly, v. 9: where he ſets a relyance on the 


Creature, and a relyance on God in di- 


ret oppoſition. In ſeveral caſcs men do 
thus deny and put a contempt on God, 
as the governour of the World; when 
we will caſt about to find out fend Creas 
ture-refuge, rather than have recourſe 
to God for an\ ſupply of our neccſitries, 
Doth not he {light his fathers care, that 
will not ſfeck to him in his diſtreſs? This 
WAS Ala* 2's Sin. 2 hron, 16. 12, in his aiſ- 
eaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but to the Phys 
Che Jews think, that one rea- 
ſon why Joſeph contipucd two years in 
priſon, Was his confiding too much apon 
K ths 


t29 


A Diſcourſe of 
the Butler's remembrance of him, and in- 
tereſt for his deliverance, which they 
ground upon the requeſt he makes to him, 
Ger. 40. 14. but think on me when it ſhall 
be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs to me, 
and make mention of me unto Pharaoh,and 
. bring me out of this houſe, | muſt confeſs 
the expreſſions are very urgent, being 
ſo often repeated, and ſeems to carry a 
greater confidence at preſent in the arm 
of fleſh, than in God. We do not read 
that Joſeph prayed o earneſtly to Ged, 
though no doubt but being a good man 
he did ; Methinks the ſetting down his 
requeſt with that repetition in the Scrip- 
ture, ſeems to intimate a probability of 
the Jews conceit, Oralſo when we do 
ſeek to him, but it 1s out of a general be- 
lief of his providence and ſufficiency, 
not out of an actuated conſideration; or 
when we feek to him with colder affec- 
tions than we ſeek to Creatures, as if we 
did half deſpair of his ability or will to 
belp us : as when a man thinks to 
get learning by the ſagacity of his own 
wit, his indefatigable induſtry, and neve! 
 defires with any ardent affection the blel: 
ſing of God upon his endeavours. When 

we 


Divine Providence. | 
we lean to our own Wiſdom, we diſ- 
truſt the providence of God, Pro. 3. 5. 
truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and 
lean not to thine own underſtanding. Truſt 
in God, and leaning to our own wiſdom, 
are oppoſed to one another as 1ncon- 
fiſtent 3 or when a man hath ſome great 
concern, ſuppoſe a ſuit at law, to think 


to carry his cauſeby the favour of friends, 
the help of his money, the eloquence of 


his advccate, and never intereſts God in 


his buſineſs : This 1s not to acknowledge 


God in thy wayes, which is the command, 
Pro. 6. in dll thy waies acknowledge him; 
as though. our works were not zz the hand 
of God, Eccleſ. 9. 1. This is to take them 
out of God's hand,and put them into the 
hands of men, To truſt in our wealth; 
it is fo make God a dead and a ftupid 
God, and diſown his providence in the 
beſtowing it upon us. The Apoſtle ſeems 
to intimate this 1n the oppoſition which 
he makes between mnncertain riches and 


the living God *. Theſe and many more « ; 7; 
actions ſutable to them, are verrual 6. 7, 


denials of God's ſuperintendency , | as 
though God had left off the government 
of the World to the wits, or rather follics 
| K 2 of 


| A Diſcourſe of 
follies of men. Theſe are to magnifie 
the things we ſeek to, above God, as the 
chief Authors of all our good. 'Tis to 
1magine him Jeſs careful than man, more 
inſufficient then man. Tis a departure 
from a full fountain to a ſhallow ſtream : 
not to deſire God's aſſiſtance, is either 
from ſome check of conſcience, that our 
buitceſs is ſinful, that we dare not inte- 
reſt him in 1t; or a diſowning God's care, 
as if we could bide our counſels from him, 
(Iſa. 29. 15. Wo to them that ſeek deep 
to hide their crunſel from the Lord, and they 
fay, who ſeeth us? and who hnoweth us? ) 
an © bring our buſineſs to paſs before he 
{ha!l know of it 3 Atleaſt it is a ſhight- 
ing God's government, {ince we will not 
engage God by prayer 1n the exerciſe of 
it on our behalf, and diſdain to acquaint 
him with our concerns, 'Tis a refleCti- 
on upen God's Wildom to do ſo, which 
the Prophet mentions with a wo, [/a. 31, 
1,2. Vo to them that go down to Eg ypt for 
help, but they look not to the holy one of Iſra- 
el, zet he alſo 15 wiſe. It is a diſparagement 
of God's providential wiſdom, rot to - 
look to him in our concerns, yea, and 


of hisrighteouſneſs too, they look n of to the 
holy 
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holy one of Iſrael. In this they neither re- 
Fd his Holineſs nor his Wiſdom. When 
we conſult not with him upon emergent 
occaſions, we truſt more to our own 
Wiſdom, Counſel and Sufficiency, than to 
God's, and ſet up our ſelves as our own 
Lords, and independent upon him, as 
though we could manage things accord- 
Ing to our pleaſure. 

4. When upon the receiving any good, 
they make a more grateful acknowledgment 
to the inſtruments, than to (30d the princi- 
pal Author of it. As if God had no hand 
10 beſtowing thoſe bleſſings upon them 3 
as if the inſtruments had diſpoſſeſied God 
of his governing ovkdench, and engroſt 
it in their own hands. This men are 
ouilty of, when they aſcribe their Wealth 
to theirown wit and fortunestheir health 
to their own care, or the Phyſician's skillz 
their learning to their own 1ncultry 3 
their proſperityto their friends or merits, - 
When men thus retyrn their thank-offer- 
1ong/ to ſecond cauſes, and aſcribe to them 
what 1s due to God, they give the glory 
of his providence to a miſerable creature. 
Thus was the fooliſh boaſting of the Ay»  ' 
rian, Iſa. 16. 13, 14, By the Jag of - 

K 3 my 
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* my hand T have done this, and by my wiſ: 


dom, for I am prudent, for I have remov2d 
ill the bounds of the people, &c. It was Belſhaz- 
il [ zar's offencealſo, Dan.s5 23. thou haſt lified 
"ll #p thy ſelf againſt the Lord of heaven, and 
n praiſed the Gods of ſilver, as though they 
| were the authorsof all thy greatneſs ſo 
Hab. x. 16. they ſacrifice to their net, and 
burn incenſeto their drag, becauſe by them 
their portion is fat. Alluding to thoſe 
that then worſhipped their warlike wea- 
pons, and the tools whereby they had 
| TNoneht- got their wealth, 1n the place of God, as 
|  S$acr, Ex the Heathen uſed to do *. How baſe a 
£75, 132, uſage is this of God, to rifle him of all his 
glory, and beſtow it upon the unworthi- 
, eſt inſtruments, tnanimate creatures? "Tis 
as high Idolatry as that of the Heathens, 
In as much as it 1s a {tripping God of the 
glory of his providential care, though the 
obje& ta which we direct ' our acknow- 
ledgments, is not ſo mean as theirs which 
was a ſtock or ſtone. But 1s it not the 
ſame injury to a perſon to rifle him of 
his gods to beſtow it upon a begger, as 
* An/- to giveit to a Prince? Tis a depriving 
/oafo a man of his right : Yet, is not this ordina- 
i raligions: Iy ? Do not men aſcribe more to _ 
| ET OR | et iclan 
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fician that ſaves an eye indanger of being 


loſt by a defluxion,thanto God who hath 
giventhem both with the enjoyment ofthe 
light of the Sunzyea more tothe Medicine 
than to that God, who hath a witneſs of his 
Deity in every Drug? 'Tis as if the kind- 
neſs a Prince ſhews to his ſubjects, ſhouJd 
be attributed to a Scullion in his Kitchin, 
rather than to himſelf. This 1s to bely 
God and ſay, it is not he *: Tis appli 

cable to the caſe of mercies as well as af- 


*: Jer. $. 
12, 


flitions and judgments, of which it is 


properly meant. And this contempt is the 
greater by how much the greater mercy 
ve have received in a way of providence, 
Hof. 2.8. ſhe aid not know that I gave” her 
corn, and wine, and oyl, and multiplyed 
her filver and gold, which they prepared for 
Baal. She that had moſt reaſon to know, 
becauſe ſhe had enjoyed ſo much; ſhe'that 
had experience how by a ſtrong and 
mighty hand I brought her out of Egypt 
into the Land now poſlefled by bers 
She would not know that Igave her thoſe 
good things ſhe prepared for Baal. It 
would be @ natural conſequent, from 
this Scripture, that thoſe that employ the 
good things they enjoy upon their luſts, 
8 K 4 do 
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do deny the providential goodneſs of 


God i in their otftina and enjoyment of 


them, becauſe they prepare God's good- 
neſs for their (iaful pleaſures, as though 
their own luſts had been the Authors of 
them 3 and alſo their inſtruments, that re- 
ceive tog highand flattering thanks of this 
nature,. are much like Herod, that-tickled 
himſclf with the Peoples applauſe, that 
his voice was the voice of God, and not 
of man. 
's, When we uſe indire# Ge ia and 
diſhoneſt waies 10 'gain wealth or honour. 
This 1s to leave God, to ſeek relief at 
Hells -gates, and adore the Devil's provi» 
dence. above God's: When God. doth 
got. anſwer us, like Saul we will go to 
the witch of Erdar, and have our ends 
by Hel), when Heaven refuſeth us. 'Tis a 
convenanting with the Devil, and ſtr1- 
king up a bargain and agreement , with 
Hel), and acknowledging Satan to be the 
God of the World. No man will doubt 
but in expreſs Covenants with the Devil, 
as Witches and Conjurers are reported 
to make, that the Devil ſhall give them 
ſach knowledge, ſuch wealth, or bring 
chem to ſuch honour; 'tis no doubt, [ ſay, 
but 


Divine Providence. 
but ſuch do acknowledge the Devil the 
God of the world, becauſe they agree by 
articles to have thoſe things conferred 
upon them by Satan , which are only in 

the power of God abſolutly to pro- 
miſe or beſtow. So when a man will com- 
mit Sin to gain the ends of his ambition 
or covetouſneſs , does he not implicitely 
covenant with the Devil who is the head 
of ſinners, and ſet up his (17 in the place 
of God, becauſe he hopes to attain thoſe 
things by ſinful means wki.h are only 1n 
the hand of God, and on whom he on- 
ly can have a dependance ; 2 This is the 
Devils deſign out of an enmity to pro- 
vidence. He tempted Chriſt to be his 
own Carver, Pipans 1 to put him upon a 
diſtruſt of his Father's care of him, Matr. 
4. 3. Command th! theſe ſtones be made 
bread, as though God could not provide 
for him ; which deliga of the Devil 1s 
manifeſt { oy our Saviour's anſwer. This 
1s to proſiitute Providence to our own 
laſts, and to -pull it down from the go- 
vernment of the World, to be a Lacky to 
our {11ful pleaſure; to uſe weans which 
God dothprohibit, is toſet up Hell to go- 
vern us , fince Gad will not govern our 
affairs 


£38 A Diſcourſe of 


affairs 1n anſwer to our greedy deſires.” Tis 
to endeavour that by God's curſe which 
we ſhould only expect by God's bleſſing : 
For when God hath forbid ſinful wayes, 


ſeverely threatned them, perhaps curſed * 
them in exagples before our eyes, what | 


isit but to ſay, that we will rather believe 
God's curſe will further us, than his bleſ- 
fing? 'Tis to diſparage his bleſſing, and 


refer his curſe; to (light his wiſdom,and | 
adore our folly. When we go out of | 


God's way, we go out of God's prote@i- 
on, we have no Charter for the blel- 


fing of providence without that conditi- | 


on, P/al. 37. 3. truſt in the Lord, and do 
good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the Land, and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed ; to do evil then is 
not to truſt in God, or have any regard to 
his providential care. 

6. When we difiruſt God when there i, 
20 viſible means. A diſtruſt of God ren- 
ders him impotent, or falſe and mutable, 
or cruel and regardleſs, and what not? 
We derrat from bis power, as if it de- 
pended upon creatures, or that he were 
like an Artificer that could not act with- 
out his Tools: As if God were tyed to 


means, and were beholding to creatures 
| for 
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for his operating power; as if that God 
who created the World without inſtru- 
ments, could not providentially apply 
himſelf ro our particular exigencies with- 
out the help of ſome of his creatures. If 
he cannot work without this or that 
means you did expe& your mercy by, 
it ſuppoſeth that God hath made the 
creature greater than himſelf, and more 
neceſlary to thy well- -being, than him- 
ſelf is ; or elſe we conceit him falſe or 
fooliſh, as if he had undertaken a task of 
government too hard for him, as if he 
were grown weary of his labour, and 
muſt have ſome time to recruit his 
ſtrength; or as if he were unfaithful, not 
walking by rules of unerring o0odneſs ; 5 
or if we acknowledge him wiſe, and able, 
and faithful, yet it muſtthenbea denyalof 
his gracious tenderneſs, which is as great 
as his power and wiſdom, and a nerfeQ- 
on equal with any of the reſt, If his care- 
ing forus be a principal argument to move 
us ro caſt our care upon him,as it 18, 1 Pex, 
5. 7. caſting all your care upon him, for be 
careth for you ; Then if we caſt not our 
_ care upon him, it is a denial of his graci- 
Qus care of us. This 1s to imagine him a 
tender- 


139 
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tenderer governour of beaſts than men, as 
though our Saviour had ſpoke a palpa- 
ble untruth, when he told us, not an hair 
of our heads doth fall without his leave; 
as if 'he regarded Sparrows only, and 
not his Children ; or elſe it implies that 
God cannot mind us in a crowil of bufj- 

neſs, in ſuch multitudes in the World, 
which he hath to take care of. But cer: 

tainly,as the multitude of things doth not 
hinder his knowledge of them, fo neither 
do they hinder his care, The arms of 
his goodneſs are as large to embrace all 
creatures, as the eyes of his Omniſcience 
are tO behold them. From this root do 
all our fears of the power of men grow, 

Ifa. 51. 12, 13. who arÞthou that art afraid 
of a ma that ſhall dye, &c. and forgetteſi 
the Lord thy piers that bath ſtretched 


forth the heavens? &c Our forgetfulneſs at 


k 


leaſt,if not a ſecret denial of God's Power 
inthe works of Creationand Providence, 
uſhers in diſtruft of him, and that intro- 
duceth a fear of man. If they that know 
his name, will put their truſt in hive, Plal: 
9. 10. for thay, Lord, bait not forſaken them 
that ſeek thee 5 Chen a diſtruſt of him dil- 
COVers an Ignorance and inconſideration 


of 
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of his name and his wayes of working, 
and implies his forlaking of his creature. 
He that truſts in any thing elſe beſides 
God, denies all the powerful operations 
of God,and conceives him not a ſtrength 
ſufficient for him, P/al. 52. 7. That man 
doth not make God his ſtrength. who truſts 
in the abundance of his riches. How groſs 
is it not to truſt God under the very 
ſence of his powerful goodneſs, but 
queſtion whether he can or will do this 
or that for us? When we will have jea- 
louſtes of him when he doth compals us 
round about with mercy, and encircle us 
with his beams; 'tts to queſtion whether 
the Summer-Sun will warm me, though it 
ſhine directly upon me, and I feel the vi- 
por of its bzams upon my Body : much 
more baſe 1s this, then, to diſtruſt him 
when we have no means : What doth 
this imply, but that he cares not what be- 
comes: of his Children ; that no advan- 
tage can be expected from him, that his 
intentions towards us are not gracious, e- 
ven whiles we feel him £ 

7. Stontneſs under God's affliting or 
merciful hand, is a denial or contempt of pro- 
vidence. This was the aggravation of 


Belſhaz- 
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Belſhazzars Sin, Dan. 5. 23. and the God 
in whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are 
all thy wayes, haſt thou not glorified ; he 
glorified not God in the way of his pro- 
vidence, but was playing the Epicure, 
and was facrilegiouſly quaffing in the 
veſſels of the Temple when rhe City was 
beſieged ; he ſeemed to dare the provi- 
dence of God upon a prefumption that 
the City was impregnable by reaſon of Ex- 
phrates, and the proviſion they had with- 
in their walls, which Xenophor: ſaith, was 
enough for Twenty years; yet was taken 
that night when the hand-writing was. 
And by how much God's judgments have 
been more viſible to us, and upon ſome 
well known by us, or related to us, fo 
much the preater is the contempt of his 
providential government, as v, 22. and 
thou his Son Belſhazzar haſt not humbled 
thy heart, though thou kneweſt all this, &c. 
he had known God's judgments upon his 
Grandfather Nebuchbadnezzar, a Do- 
meſtick example of God's vindicating his 
government of the World; and yet went 
10 the ſame ſteps 3 ſo Fer. 5. 3, 4. thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to re- 


ceive correion, they have made their faces 
| — bardet 
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harder than a rock ; what 1s the reaſon ? 
the Prophet renders it, v. 4. they are Fe 
;/þ, for they know not the way of the Lord, 
vor the judgment of their God. Correftioa 
calls for ſubmiſſion; but thoſe like a Rock 
under God's hand, were correQion-proof, 
they would not conſider the ways of 
God's Providence, and the manner of 
them. Tis as if by our peeviſhneſs we 
would make God weary of afflicting us, 
which 1s the worſt caſe can happen. This 
is God's complaint of the ten Tribes, Hoſ. 
7. 9. gray hairs are upon them, and they 
know it not 3 ſtrangers have devoured his 
ſirength, &c. There was a conſumption 
of their ſtrength , the Aſſyriars and E- 
gyptians to whom they gave gifts, had 
drained their treaſure, but they would 
not conlider God as the Author, or ac- 
knowledg whence their miſery came, 
they would not ſeek God for all this, v. 10. 
'Tis like a mans picking a pocket, or 
cutting a throat under the gallows in 


contempt of Juſtice * ; where as good men , Jenkin, 


are both affected with , and remember 
God's judgments. Eber called his Son 
Peleg, diviſion, becauſe in his daies the- | 
Earth was divided ; that in the dayly 
fight 
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fight of his Son he might remember that 
ſharp Providence in ſcattering of the Ba- 
bel-builders. Judgments affe&t us when 
they are before our eyes, as the Thunder 
and Plagues did Pharaoh; but when they 
are remoeved, men return to their belov- 
ed wayes, as though God had ſhor away 
ali his arrows, and was departed, to mind 
them no more. Take heed of this, 'tis : 
fin highly provoking : God is fo tendet 
that his providence ſhould be minded 
and improved, that a ſin of this nature 
he follows with his difpleaſure ja this 
life at leaſt, [[4. 22. 12, 13. And in that 
day did the Lird God of hoſts call to weep 
ing and mourning; and vehold joy.and glad- 
neſs, eating fleſh and drinking wive ; let 
us eat and drink, for to morow we ſhall die. 
When God 11 any judgment ine ws him- 
ſelf to be Lord God of Hoſts, and calls us 
to weeping, and we b:have our (elves jol- 
tily in ſpight «©f his government, it is a {iq 
he will remcm ver. and bind the guilt upon 
us, v.14 ard it was revedlea 1n my ears 
hb the Lord of Hoſts, ſuerly this 1r7quity 
ſhall not be pureed from you till you are. -. 
8, END) alſois a demal of providence. To 
be ſad at the iemporal good, or the gifts of 
alOotticf 
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ther, as counting | him unworthy of them; 
it is a refletion upon the Author of thoſe 
oifts, an acculing providence of an ur 
juſt or unwiſe diſtribution *, Since. God 
may do what he will with his own, it 
our eye be evil, becauſe God 1s good, we 
intrench upon ;his Liberty , and dery 
him the diſpoſal of his own goods, as if 
God were but our Steward; and we, his 
Lords. 'Tis a temper we are all ſubje& 
to, Pſal. 37. I. Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of 
evil doers, neither be thou envious againſt 
the workers of iniquity, Tis peculiarly 
the produ&. of {elf-love, which affeds 
the principality in the world, and pars 
ticularly affe&s the condud of God in 
diſtributing his goods, that he muſt not 
give but to whom they pleaſe, Ic arjſeth 
indeed from a ſenſe of our wants; but 
the language of it is, God isynjult in hig 
providence to me, becauſe he þeſtows 
not upon me thac pood which he gives 
to another. "Tis fuch a fin that it leeims 
to be companion of our firſt parents; 
Pride, which was. the cauſe of their fal!, 
They envied God a, felicity by himſelf; 
for they ,would be: like him , they would 
be arGods, Hence perhaps the Jews ſay, 
L C ain 
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Cain denied the providence of God, as 


envying his Brother , becauſe God ac- 
cepted Abel's ſacrifice, and not his. Fo- 


nahb's paſſion aroſe from this pride, for | 


fear Dy ſhould be accounted a falſe Pro- 
phet, whereupon he envies God the 
plory of his mercy, and the poor Nizi- 
vites the advantage of it ; he would have 
God conform the way of his providence 
to his pleaſure and reputation, Indeed 
It is tocnvy God the honour of his pro- 

vidence 1n thole gifts orgood things ano: 

ther pofleſſes, whereby he 1s inſtrumen- 

tal to glorific God, and adv 'antage others, 
Thus we would direct God what inſtru- 
ments he ſhould employ, when no Artt- 

ficerin his own Art would endure to be 
directed by any ignorant perfon what 
tools he ſhould uſe in his work. 

9. Impatience nzder croſs providences isd 
denial und contempt of God's government 
Men quarrel! with God's revealed will, 
and therefore no wonder that they quar- 

_ r<& with his providentjal will ; whereby 
we deny him his right of governing, and 
flight his actual exerciſe of his right. As 
if God were accountable to us for his dit- 


penſations , and muſt hav@ only a re- 
ſpe? 
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reſpe& tous or our humor in his govern- 
ment, Job 18. 4. he tears himſelfin bis an- 
ger; ſpall the earth be forſaken for thee e and 
fhall the rock be romoved out of his place? 
Muſt God alter the ſcene of his :tfairs ac- 
cording to our modcl and platform ; and 
becauſe he doth not obſcrve our rules 


and methods, muſt we tear our ſelves 1n 


anger 2? This is a ſecret curſing of God, 
and fl-ing in his face, whea we ſee provi- 


dence fo croſs, that there ſeems to be no 


help at any time cicher in Heaven or 
Earth, Iſa. 8. 21, 22, they ſhall fret them- 
ſelves, and curſe thets king and their God; 
ard look upwards, and they ſhall look unto 
the earth, Jp behold rroubl and darkneſs. 
Take heed of fretting at God's manage- 
ment of things in the: world, or thy own 
particular concerns; this may lead to a 
curling of God, and is indeed an 1nitial 
ſecret ſwelling againſt him, and curling of 
him. Man is ambitious to become a God, 
Adam's poſtericy have in one fort orother 
imitated him. This 
I. I: a wrong to the Soveraignty of pro< 
vidence. *Twas a good admonirion of 
Luther's to Melan&o when he was irous 
bled much about the affaics of the 
L 2. Church 
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Church, mozendus eſt Philippus #t deſinat 
eſſe reor mundi, By this temper we u- 
{urp God's place, and ſet our ſelves in 
his Throne, we invade his ſupremacy 
by deſiring every thing to be at our 
beck ; and are dilplegſed with him, be- 
caufe he doth nor put rhe reins of the 
worlds government into our hands. As 
it we would command his will, andbe- 
come his Soverazgrs. 'Tisa ſtriving with | 
our Maker forthe ſuperintendeney, when | 
we will fit Judge upon him, or cenſure | 
his ads, ani preſume to dire him. Iſa. | 
45.9. Wo to him that ſtrives with bis Ma- | 
ker; ſhall the clay fay to him that faſhionsit, 


what makest thou? or thy work, He hath 


70 hands? How do men ſummmon God to 
the bar of their intereſts, aud expoſtulate 
with him about his works, why he did 
not order them thus and thus; and if be 
doth ſo, to tell him he hath no hand, 
no hand of providence in 'the World: 
The deſign of that place is to ſtop ſuch 
peeviſhneſs and invaſions of God's right. 
I will not have my Soveraign Will dl- 
ſputed, as if [ were but the creatures 
Servant ; I am content you {bould askoj 
ve things to come, v, Il. and pray tome 
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but notwithſtanding yet to ſubmittomy 
pleaſure without a pecviſh endeavour- 
ing to wrelt the Soveraignty out of my 
hand , and pull the Crown from my 
head, 

2 Tis a wroug to the goodneſs and 
righteouſneſs of providence. 'T's a charg- 
ing God with 1ll management, and an 
implicit language, that if we were the 
commanders of providence, things ſhould 
be managed more juſtly and righteouſly 3 | 
as it was Abſalom' s pretencein wiſhing ta 
be the King of Iſrael in David's ſtead, 

2 Sam. 15. 4. If patience be a giving 
God the honour of his righteouſneſeſs1n 
his Jadgments, Pſal. 119. 75. I know, O 
Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faith fulneſs haſt afflicted me. 
impatience mult be a charge againft God 
for ynrighteouſneſs in his judiciz] pro- 
ceedings, and a ſaying the way of the Lord 
is not equal, Ezeck, 18. 25. Tis im plied 

in that complaint, Iſa. 58. 2,3. They ash 
of me the ordinances of juſtice, &c. wherefore 

have we faited and thou ſeeit not ? wherefore 

. have we afflifted our Souls, and thou takeſt 

0 knowledge £ Wedemand jultice of thee, 

ſince thou doſt not ſeem to do that which 

L 3 1s 


A Diſcourſe of 
1s fit and righteous, 1n not regarding us 
10 our ſuits, and not beſtowing that which 
we have faſted for. God governs the 
World according to his will 3 our mur- 
muring implies that God's will is not the 
Tule of righteouſneſs. We affront the 
care of God rowards his Creatures, as 
if rhe p:e-duts of our ſhallow reaſons 
were more beauirful and jult than God's 
contrivances for us, who hath higher 
and more glorious ends 1n every thing, 


both for our ſelves and the world, of ; 


which we ore members, and for his own 
2lory, to which we ought to ſubject our 
ſelves, when perhaps our projects tend 
immediately to gratifle ſame ſenſual or 
ſpiritual luſt in us. *Tis the commenda- 
tion the Holy Ghoſt gives of Job, Fob 
T. 22. ix all this Job finned not,' neither 
charged God fooliſhly, as a CharaQter pecu- 
liar to him; implying that moſt men in 
the World, do, upon any emergency , 
charge God with their croſſes, - as deal- 
ing unjuſtly with them, in inflicting pu- 
mi{hment when they thiak they have de- 
ſerved rewards, Jeremiah 1s not innocent 
in this caſe, Feremr. 20. 7 O Lord, thou 
haſt deceived me, and I was deceived, in 
the 


F 


ca Fw « . £© at. mam &4_a4 _ - 


_ 7” a - mw cEFE » 


Divine Providence. 


the ill ſucceſs of his prophecy 3 as though 
an immenſe goodneſs would, and a Sove- 
raign power needed to deal in a fraudu- 
lent way with his Creatures to bring his 
ends about, 

3. Tis a wrong to the wiſdom of Provie 
dence. We would degrade his O nniſci- 
ence and Wiſdom, and ſway him by our 


| fooliſh and purblind diftates ; 'tis as if 


we would inſtru him better in the man- 
agement of the world, and dire& himto 
a reformation of his methods, Fob 4o. 2. 
ſhall be that contends with the almighty, in« 
ſtru# him? he that reproves God, let him 
anſwer it : *Tis a reproving God, and re- 
proofs imply a greater authority , or 
righteouſneſs, or wiſdom 1n the perſon . 
reproving ; we reprove God, asif God 
ſhould have conſulted with us, and asked 
our 'advice ; 'tis to take upon us to be 
God's counſfelors,and to conclſude the only 
wiſe God by our imperfe& reaſon, Roe. 
II. 34. Who hath been his counſellor ? 
'Tis a ſeeret boaſting of ſome excel- 
lency in ourſelves, as if God did not 
govern well, or we could govern better. 
Shall a filly paſſenger, that underſtands 


_ not the uſe of the Compaſs, be an- 


AN gry 


A Diſcourſe of 
pry that the skilful Pilot will not ſteer the 
Vetl:l according to his pleaſure? Mult 
we giveaut our orders to God, as though 
the Couniels of infinite wiſdom muſt roul 
avout according to the conceits of our 
fancy ? Is not che Janguage of our hearts 
1.3 our fits of impaticr c-, as prodigiouſly 
proud z2painlt God's providence as the 
Spcech ot that Monſter was againſt the 
. Creation, who ſaid, if he had been by God 
at the Creation of the World, he could 
have directed him to a better platform; 
all thisand much more is vertually 11 this 
ſin of impatience, 

. TO. {11 charging our ſins,and miſcarriages by 
them, upon providence. In this we conemn 
ie. Some think Cain doth ſo, Gen. 4.9 
am 1 my brother's keeper ? Thou art the 
keeper and governor of the World, why 
did{t thou not hinder me from killing my 
Brother ? 'Tis certain the firſt man did 
ſo, Ger. 3. 12. the werman thou gaueſi to 
be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree ; thy 
oft 15 the cauſe of my fin and, ruine. 'Tis 
as certain David laidthe Sin of Qriah's 
murder at the door of providence, 1 Sam 
71.25. when he heard that Criah was 
fead, tne wer d, ſaith be, devours one as 


5 #7 / / 


Divine Providence. 


well as another. Man conjures up trou- 
ble to himſelf, when by his folly he 
brings himſelf into fin, and from thence 
to miſery, and then his heart frets againſt 
the Lord, layes the blame both of his 
ſin and following miſchiefs upon him. 
Pro. 19. 3. the fooliſhneſs of man perverts 
his way, and his heart frets againit the Lord. 
There are many other wayes wherein 
we deny or (light providence. | 
1. When: we do things with a reſped to 
thepleaſure of men more than of God. As 
though God were careleſs both of him- 
{clf and his own honour, and regarded 
not the principles and ends of our 
actions. 
2. In vain boaſting and vaunting of our 
ſelves. As Benhadad would have ſuch a 
multitude of men in his army, as that 
there ſhould not be duſt enough in Sama- 


. 2. King. 


| ” 
r14 tO afford .EVeEry MAN a handful I 20, 10, 


wherein he ſwaggers with God, and 
vaunts as if he were the Governour of 
_ the World ; yet this man with his nume- 
rous Hoſt was routed by a troop of 
Lacquies, v. 15, 20. they are called the 
young men of the Princes. Such is the 
to:!ly of men againſt the orders of God, 
Ih when 
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when' they boaſt in their hearts that theip 
houſe ſhall continue for ever *. 
3. Oppreſſion. They ſlay the fathe rleſs, 

_ ay, theGod of Fzcob ihall zot regard 
it *, Their denial of providence was the 
cauſe of their oppreſſion of the poor ; and 
where this is found in any, it is an argy- 


ment It ariſeth principally from a like 


cauſe 3 this 1s alſo made the cauſe why 
thcy eat up -God's people as they eat 


bread* 
4. Miſmterpretations of providence: 

Such curſed jealouſtes had the Fews of 
God, Numb. 14. 3. and wherefore hath the 
Lord brought us into this land to fall by 
the ſword? were it not better for us toreturn 
into Fezpt? As tho God in that mighty 
deliverance had cheated them with a de- 
ſizn to deſtroy them in the wilderneſs, when 


one of thoſe jlagues poured out upon 


Pharacah bctng turned upon their heads, 
had deſtroyed them in Egypt. So fooliſh 
are they to think that God would ruin 
them upon dry Land, who might have 
crowned them as well as their enemies in 
the Red Sza : ſo unreaſonableis man 1n his 
Ciſputes againſt God. | 

5. In liztiting providence. In bound- 
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ing it totime, manner and other circum- 
ſtances as they did, P/al. 78. 41. they li- 
mited the holy one of 1jrael, for they remem- 
bred not his hand. As though God mult 
manage every thing according to the will 
of a ſimple Creature. It was a forget- 
fulneſs of providence, at lea(t, that was 
the cauſe of 1t. 


The Second Uſe is of C omfort. As the Uſe 2e 


juſtice and righteouſneſs of God is the 
higheſt comfort to a good man, fince the 
Evangelicaldiſpeoſation : In that he hath 
to deal with a righteous God, who can 
as ſoon deny himſelf as his righteouſneſs. 
So it 1s none of the meaneſt comforts, that 
we acknowledg and worſhip that God, 
who exercifeth himſelf 1n a conſtant go- 
vernment of the World, and leaves not 
any thing to the capriciouſneſs of that 
which we call fortune and chance. What 
ſatisfaction can any man in his ſober wits 
have to live ina World caſt off from all 
care of the Creatorof it 2 Wiſdom with- 
out providence would make any man 


' mad, and the greateſt advantage would 


be to be a ſtupid and ſenſeleſs fool. Can 
there be any worſe News told to men 
than this, that Jet them be as religious as 
FE. | they 
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they will, there 1s no eye above takes 
notice of it 2 What can be bitterer to a ra- 


le(s of the World? What a door would 
be opened by it for all fin in the wicked, 
and eiſpair in the godly? 'tis as great a 
matter of joy to the godlly, that God 
reigns, as 1t 1s of terror to the wick- 
ed, Pſal.97 7. I. The Lord reigns, let the 
Earth rejoice, Pſal. 99, 1. The Lord reigns, 
let the people tremble. 

*Tis a comfort, That, 

1: Man is a ſpecial objec? of Thaabevce, 
God provides for all creatures, even 
thoſe that are the works of his hands, 
much more for a man, whois more pecu- 


liarly the work of his head, in whoſe 


creation he took Counſel, Gez. 1. 29. 
let us make man in our Image, after our 
l;keneſs; and the wark of his heart in being 
made according to his Image, and intend- 
ed as a ſubordinate end of his whole crea- 
tion next to the principal, that of God's 
glory 3 he is the preſerver of man and 
eaſt : of a man principally, of beaſts in 
ſubſerviency to mans good, and preſerva- 
Lion. 
| 2. 2. log men, @ more e ſpecial object of 0 
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God preſerves and provides for all things 
and all perſons : But his eye 18 more pe- 
culiarly fixed upon thoſe that fear him,. ' 
Pſal. 33- 18. behold, the eye of the Lord is 
upon them that fear him, upon them that 
hope in his mercy ; (o fixed, as if he had no 
regard to any thing elſe. If God hath a ' 
care of man created after his own Image, 
though his Image be depraved, much 
more of thoſe wherein his Image 1s reſta- 
red.. If God loves himſelf, he 1>ves his 
Image and his works. A man loves the 
works which he hath made of ſome exter- 
nal matter, much more doth a father love 
his Son, much more doth God love his 
own, and therefore will work their good, 
and diſpoſe of them well. God exerci- 
ſeth a ſpecial providence over the aCtions 
of a good man, as well as his perſon, 
Pjal. 37.23. the ſteps of agood man are 
ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in 
his wyas ; 'tisa {pectal, becauſe a delight-" 
ful providence, he delights in his way. 
How highly may it cheer a man tobe in 
covenant with that God, which rules 
the world, and hath all things at his beck, 
to be under not only the care of his wiſ- 
dom, but of his goodneſs > The Gover- 
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nor of the World, being ſuch an only 

friend, will do him no hurt, being ſuch 

' an only Father will order all things to 
his good out of a Fatherly aff-&tion ; he 
is the Worlds Soveraign, but agood mans 
Father : He rules the Heavens and the 
Earth, bur he loves his holy ones. Other 
things are the objets of his providence, 
and a good man 15 the ens of it. For his 
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth to ſhew himſelf ſirong for hin whoſe 
heart is perfe@ towards him. 

3. Hence 1t will follow, that the Spirits 
of good men have ſufficient grounds to bear 
up 1n: their innocent ſufferings and ſtorms in 
the World. Innocent ſufferings 5 There is 
a righteous Governour, who orders all, 
and will reward them for their patns, as 
well as their ſervice, Heb. 6. ro. for God 
is not unrighteous to furget your work and la- 
bour of love ;, there1s ove that prelides in 
the World, who fees all their calamities, 
and cannot be miſtaken in their cauſe, 
who hath as much power and wiſdom, as 
will to help them. It would be an at- 
fliction indeed, if there were no foveraign 
power to woom they might make their 
moan in their diftreſs, to whom they 
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tnight eaſe their conſciences, if there were 
no Governour to whom they might offer 
up their petitions. 

In the Storms they meet with in the 
world, How doth the preſence of a skil- 
ful Pilot in a weather-beaten Ship cheer 
the hearts of the fearful Paſſengers ? What 
a dread would it be to them to have the 
veſſel wheretn their lives and all are con- 
cerned, left to the fury of Winds and 
Waves, without :an able hand to man- 
age it 2 God hath a bridle to check the 
paſſions of men, to marſhal them accord- 
Ing to his pleaſure ; they are all but his 
inſtruments in the government, not the 
Lords of it: God can lay a Plot with 
more wiſdom for a good mans ſafety,than 
the Enemy can for his deſtruction ; he 
can countermine their Plots with more 
power than they can execute them 3; he 
can out-w1t their craft, over-power their | 
ſtrength, and turn theic deligned cruelty 
againl(t them, as a kaife into their own 
breaſts. 

4. Hence follows a certain ſecurity against 
 agood mans want. Tf God take care of 
the hairs, the ornamental ſaperfluities, 
why ſhould we doubt his care of our ne- 

cellary 
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ceſſary ſupply ? If he be the guardian of 


our hairs which fall off without our ſence 


of their departure, ſhall he be careleſs of | 
us when we are at a pinch for our all? Þ 


Will God reach out his care to Beaſts, 


and deny it to his Children 2 What would 3 


you judge of that Father, who ſhould 
feed his Servants and ſtarve his Sons ? 


He ſupplies his Enemies, and hath he no 
bowels for his Frindes ? The vety unjuſt Þ 


as well as the juſt are enlightned by his 
San, and refreſht by his rain; and hal 
he not havea providence for thoſe who 
have a ſpecial intereſt 1n that Mediator, 
whole interpoſition kept up thoſe ſtane- 
ing mercies after our forfeiture of them by 
fin? If he bleſs with thoſe blefling!, 
- thoſe who are the obje&s of his ir 
will he not bleſs thoſe that are in his ſpe- 

cial favour with them, ſo far as the 

may prove bleſſings to them ? Pſal. 34 
| Io:the yourg Liens do lack and ſuffer bun- 

ger, but they that ſeek the Lord » Jhall nol 
want any good thing, v.g, for there is #0 
want to them that fear bim. A good mai 
ſhall have- what he needs, nor alwayes 
what he thinks he needs. Providence 1n- 


tends the ſupply of our neceſlities, notof 
our 
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our deſires ; he will ſfatisfie cur waats, 
bur not our wantonneſs. . When athing 
1s not needful, a man cannot properly be 
ſaid to want it ; when 1t- is needful, a 
good man ſhall not be withour it 3 what 
1s not beſtowed upon us, may nat beſo 
beautiful at that time wherein we. deſire 


ir, for every. thing i: ls beantiful i in itsſeaſon*, * Bede 
He that did n6t want God's kindneſs to 9: '?* 


renew him, ſhall neyer want God's kind- 
neſs to ſupply him 3 his hand ſhall noc 
be wanting to give, where his heart hath 
been {o large in working. . Others live 
that have an intereſt only in common 
providence, but good men have. provi- 
dence cabinetted in a promiſe, and a{ly- 
red to them by a deed. of covenant-con- 
veyance 3 he was a provider before, he 
hath made himſelf now your Debtor: 
You might pray for his providential care, 
before, with a common faith, now with 
amore ſpecial expoſtulation ; For in hie 
promile he hath given a good man. the 
key of the Cheſt of his providence, be- 
als] it is the promiſe of this life, and that 


which zs to come * 5 of this life; notto our k& F Tit. 
deſires, but neceſſities; of the life to come 4 8. 


t9 both, wherein they ſhall have whatſo- .. 
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ever they can want, and whatſoever 
they can deſire. 


Again conſider, God doth exerciſe a 


more ſpecial providence over men, as 
cloathed with miſerable circumſtances, 
and therefore among his other Titles, 
this is one, to be a helper of the Father- 
leſs *. * Tis the argument the Church uſed 
to exprels her return to God, Ho. 14.3. for 
3n thee the fatherieſs find mercy. Now what 
greater comfort is there than this, that 
there 1s one preſides in the world, whois 


. fo wiſe, he cannot be miſtaken « fo faithful 


he cannot deceive ; fo pitiful he cannot 
neglect his people:and ſo powerful, that he 
can make ſtones even to be turned into 
bread, 1f he pleaſe? 

Further, take this for a comfortable 
conſideration, | 

CZod doth not gowrn the World only by 
bis will as an abjolute Monarch, but by his 
wiſdom and goodneſs as a tender Father. 
'Tis not his greateſt pleaſure to ſhew his 
Soveraign power, or his uncorceivable 
wiſdom, but his immenſe goodneſs, to 
which he makes the other attribates ſub- 
ſervient. What was God's end in crea- 
ting, 1shis end in governing, which a 
eng 
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the communication and diffuſion of his 


700dnefs; we may be ſure from hence, 
that God will do nothing but for the beſt, 


his wiſdom appointing it with the higheſt 


reaſon, and his o00dnels ordering it to 
the molt gracious end ; and becauſe he is 
the higheſt good, he doth. not only will 
good, but the beſt gocd 1n every thing 
he ts. 

What greater comfort car there be, 
than that we are under the care of an 
infallible unwearied and righteous Go- 
vernor? infallible becauſe of his infinite 
Wiſdom, unwearied becauſe of his in- 
comprehenſible Omnipotency, and Tights 
1cous becauſe of his unbounded Good- 
nels and Holineſs. 

3. Ofe of Exhortation. | 

The duties arifing from hence, will 
run as a thread through the web of our 
whole lives, andall the motions ofthem. 
This Dodtine bath an influence upon 
our whole courſe; there is nothing we 
meet with, but is an a& of providences 
and there is no a& of providence, but 
calls for ſome particular duty, Is there 
any good we want ? we mult feek it at 
bis hands, we muſt depend upon. him 
M 2 for 
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for it, we muſt preſcribe no method: tohia; | 


but leave the conduct of it to his own 
wiſdom. Is it a croſs providence, and con- 


trary to our deſires and expeCtations?Mur- | 
mur aot at it. ls 1t attiictiveand troubleſom? | 


Submit to it. ls it either good or bad, and | 
preſent, we mult ſtudy to underſtand it:isit Þ 
agood & preſent?give God the glory. of it. | 

I. Seek every thing you need at the hands | 
of God. *Tis not only the skilfujneſs of | 
the Pilot, but a favourable gale from | 
Heaven, which muſt conduct the Ship to | 
the intended port. As his providence is | 
the foundation, fo it is the encourage: 
ment ofall prayer. The end of the Lords | 
prayer Is, for thine 3s the kingdom, the | 
power and the glory : the providential | 
KingJom belongs to God , Power he | 


hath to manage it, and his glory is the 


end of all ; ſeek to him therefore for the | 


exerciſe of his power in thy concerns, 


and for his directing them to his glory in | 
his providential adminiſtrations. Every F 
one of our daies, and both the mercy and | 


the miſery of them, depend upon him, 
Pro.27.1.thou knowest not what a day ma) 


bring forth. But God foreſces all events; | 
have recourſe therefore to his care for & | 


very 
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very days ſucceſs. What are our contr1- 
vances without the leave and bleſſing of 
providence ? Like the bubbles blown up 
from a nut-ſhell , eaſily broken by the 
next puff, Our labour will be as fruitleſs 
as Peter's with all his toyl, and catch 
nothing, till God ſpeaks the word, and 
ſends the fiſh into our net *. The way of 
man is not -in himſelf *. O Lord, I know, 
that the way of man is not in himfelf 5, it is 


| not in man that walks, to dire his ſteps, 
| Dangers are not within the reach of our 
| eye to forefee, nor within the compaſs 
| of our power to prevent. Humane pru- 
| dence may lay the platform, and God's 
| power blaſt the execution, when it ſeems 
| to be grown up neareſt to maturity. He- 

| zekzah was happy in his affairs, becauſe 


he was aſfiſted by God 3 Ahaz unhappy, 


| becauſe he is deſerted by God. If we 
| would have a Clock go well, we muſt 
| look chiefly to the motions -of the chief 
| Wheel; a failure in that, makes an error 
{ ln all the reſt : nothing can terminateit s 
| motion to our benefit without provi- 
| dence, Coloured glaſs can refle& no 


beams without the Sun's light, nor fruits 


{ be ripened without its influence. Our | 


M3 | depen- 
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dependance on Sod is greater than theirs 
on the Sur. God lets ren play with their 
own vet and ſtrength, and come to the 
brink of execution of their defigns,. and 
then blows uport them, that they may 
krow there is a God in the Earth. Pyiha- 
gores could (i ay, it Was 9aactoy a ridiculous 

4 thing, to ſeck- that which is. brave and 

* Jam- VYIr.20Us any where cle than of Ged *, 

hiita Pi- CG JUS is a brave pattern, who is mentioned 

Fins: ib 1n Scripture, and. repreſented by Aer 

phone calling upon God when he was firſt 

choſen General 3 and in his Speech to 

Keno. bis Captains to encourzge them-to hope 

phon ©4- for a good ſucces ofthe ex :pedijtion,. tells 

Ford them- they might expe& it, becauſe [ 

1. 9.23. have begun with God, which you know, 

ſaith he; is my cuſtom, nat only. wheol 
attempt great matters, but alſo the 74 wage 
things of {ſer concerament. The f{cek- 

ng of God ſhould be the prologue toall 
our affairs; we are enjoyned fix{t to pray, 
and then determine, Fob 22.27. L1hoi 
ſhalt rake thy prajer unto him, thou ſhalt al 
ſo ever a thing,and it ſhall be ef ablifhed une 
to thee, The't intereſſing Providence in our 
concerns, is the bigh way to ſucceſs. The 
ration we milcarry, ts betaulc we conſult 

f Fo Es F | | "mY 
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not God, but determine without him; 


and then we have no reaſon to complain 
of him for not proſpering our way, when 


we never commended our affairs to his 


conduct. It hath been the pratice of ho- 
ly men. Nehemiah firſt petitioned God 
before he would uſe his intereſt in the 
Kings favour, Nehem. 2. 4. then the King 


ſaid unto me, for what doſt thou make re- 


gueſt? So I prayed to the God of Heaven, 
and I ſaid unto the King,&c.So Abraham's 
Steward puts up his requeſt to God, be- 
fore he would put the buſineſs he came 
upon, in execution, Gey. 24. 12. David 
frequently in particular caſes, I Sam. 23. 
9. 2Sam. 2.1. 2 9am. 19..23. God on- 
ly doth what he pleaſeth in. Heaven and 
1n Earth; He only can bleſe us, he 'only 
can blaſt us. Shall we be careleſs 1n an 
undertaking, whether we have his favour 
or no? 'Tis a ridiculous madneſs to re- 
ſolve to do any thing without God, with» 
out whoſe affiſtance and preſerving of us, 
we had not been able to make that reſo- 
lution. 

2, Truſs Providence. To truſt God 
when our Ware-houſes and Bags are fall, 
and our Tables ſpread, -1s no hard thing z 
hs M 4 bur 
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but to truſt him, when our purſes are 
empty, but a handful of meal and a cruſe 
of Oil left; and all ways of relief ſtopr; 
herein lis the wiſdom of a Chriſtians 
grace, Yet none are exempted from 
this duty 3 all are bound to acknowledg 
their truſt in him by the dayly prayer 
for dayly bread 3 even thoſe that have it 
1n their Cupboards as well as thoſe that 
want it; The greatetlt Prince; as well as 
the meaneſt beggar: Whatever your 
wants ate, vant not faith, and you can- 
not want ſupplies. Tis the want of this 
binds up his hand from doing great works 
for his Creatures : The more we truſt 
him 4 the more he concerns himſelf in 
bur affairs. ' The more we traſt our ſclves: 
the more he delights to croſs us ; for he 
bath denounced i ſuch an one curſed that 
maketh Fleſh his arm *, though it be the 
* beſt fl-(h 1 the world, becauſe it is a 
departing from the Lord. - No wonder 
then thar God departs from 1s, and car- 
ries away his bleſſing with him. While 
ve truſt our ſelves, we do bat trouble 
our fclves, arid know not how to recon- 
Cile our varions reaſons for hopes - and 


þars 3 but the conmitting our way to the 
- F2 % a G Lord, 
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Lord,renders our minds calm and compo- 
ſed, Prov. 16. 3. commit thy works unto 
the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall be aſtab- 
Gſhed. Thou ſhalt have no more of thoſe 
quarrelling diſturbing thoughts, what the 
ſucceſs ſhall be. eng | 

I. Truſt providences in the greateſt ex- 
tremities. He brings us into {traits, that 
he may ſee the exerciſe of our faith Zech. 
3. 12. Iwill leave in the midſt of thee art 
affiifed 4nd poor people, and they ſhall truſt 
in the name of the Lord, When we are 
moſt deſolate, we have moſt need of this 
exerciſe, and have the fitteſt ſeaſon to 
practiſe it : he is always our refuge and 
our ſtrength, but in time of trouble a 
preſent help, Pſal. 46. 1. Daniel's new 
advaricement by Be/ſhazzar but a day 
before the City was taken by the Ene- 
my *, the King ſlain, and (no doubt_) mas 
ny of his Nobility, and thoſe that were 
neareſt in Authority with him, 1t being 
the intereſt of the Enemy to diſpatch 
them, was a danger 3 yet God by wayes 
not expreſſed, preſerved Dazzel,and gave 
him favour with the Conqueror. God 
ſometimes leads his people into great dan- 
'gers, that they may ſee and acknowledg 
[4-4 his 
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his hand in their preſervation, Daniel 
had not had fo ſignal an experience of 
Gods care of him, had he been in the 
lower condition he was in before his 
new preferment. God's eye is always up- 
on them that fear him 3 not to keep di- 
ſtreſs from them, but to quicken them 
33 it, and give them as It were a. new 
life from the dead, Pſal. 33.18, 19. To 
deliver their Soul from death, and to keep 
fhen alive in famine. God brings us into 
ſtraits, that we may have more lively 
experiments of his tenderneſs in his ſeaſo- 
nable relief: If he be angry, he will re- 
pert himſelf for his Servants, when he ſees 
their power 3s gone 3 becauſe then the glo- 
ry of his providence 1s appropriated to 
himfelf, Dext. 32. 35, 39. See now that 
1, even T are he, and there is no God with 
ee, 4 kill, and I make alive. No Creature 
- can have any pretence to ſhare init ; He 
* delights thereby to blow up both our af- 
fetions to him, and admirations of him, 
and (tore up 13 us a treaſure of EXPeTI- 
ments to encourage our truſting in him 
in the like ſtraits We ſhould there- 
fore repole our ſelves in God in a defart, 

as well as 1n the Cities 3 with as much 
faith 


"4 
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faith among Savage beaſts, as in the beſt 
company of the moſt ſociable men *, And Pam . 
zn{wer. the greatelt ſtrait with Abras g, 168. 
ham's Speech to Jſaac, God will provide. 
For we have to do with a God who 1s 
bound up to no means, 15 at ne expence 
in miraculous ſuccors, who delights to 
perfect his ſtrength in the Creatures 
weakneſs. We have todo with a God, 
who only knows what may further our 
200d, and accordingly orders It z what 
may hinder it, and therefore prevents it. 
He can ſer all cauſes in ſuch a poſture, 
as ſhall conſpire together as one link to 
bring about ſucceſs, and make even con- 
trary motions meet in one gracious end; 
as the Rivers which run from North and 
South,the contrary quarters of the world, 
agree in the ſurges of one Sea. Though 
providences may ſeem to croſs one ano- 
ther, they ſhall never croſs his word and 
promiſe, which he hath magnified above 
all his name. And his Providence is 
but a ſervant to his Truth. | 

2. Truſt it in the way of means. Though 
we are ſure God hath decreed the cer- 
tain event of ſuch a thing, yet we muſt 
not encourage our idleneſs, but our di- 
" Iigence, 
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ligence. Though 249ſes was aſſured of 
the victory, when Amalek came armed 
againſt him, yet he commands Joſie to 
draw up the valiant men into a ody, 
himſelf goes to the Mount to pray, and 
is as diligent in the uſe of all means, as If 
he had been ignorant of God's purpoſe, 
and had rather ſuſpected the rout of his 
own than his Fncabh forces. Neither 
doth Joſhne afterwards, though ſecured 
by promiſe in his conqueſt of Canaan, O- 
mit any part of the duty ot a wiſe and 
watchful General, he ſends ſpies, diici- 
plines his forces, beſi egeth Cities, and 
contrives ſtratagems. Proyicence directs 
us by means ; not to uſe them, is to tempt 
our Guardian ; where it intends any 
great thing for our good, it opens a door, 
and puts ſuch cirumſtances into our 
hands, as we may uſe without the breach 
of any Command, or the neglect of our 
own duty. God could have ſecured 
Chriſt from Herod 's fury, by a miracu- 
lous (troke from Heaven upon his Ene- 
my ; but he orders F-ſeph and Marzes 
flight into Egypt as a means of his pre- 
ſervation. God rebukes Moſes tor pray- 


Ing, and not uling the means in continu- 
i0g 
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ing the Peoples march, Exod. 14. 15. 
Wherefore crieſt thou unto me? ſpeak unto 

the children of Iſrael, that they go forwards. 

To uſe means without reſpect to God, is 
proudly to contemn him 3 todepend up- - 

on God without the uſe of means,is irre- 
ligiouſly to tempt him 3; in both we abuſe 

his providence ; In the one we diſobey 

him. in not uſing the means he hath ap- 
pointed ; in the other, preſumptuouſly 
1mpoſe upon him for the encouragement 

ot our lazineſs. Diltgenceon our part, 

and the bleſſing on God's, Solomon joyns 
together, Prov. 10. 4. The hand of the d;- 

ligent makes rich ; but v. 22. The bleſſang 

of the Lord maketh rich. So Eccleſ. 9. I. 

Our works are in the hand of God 3 our 
works, but God's bleſiing ; God's bleſſing, 

but not without cour-works. It was the 
prattice of good men. Fs wreſtles 

with God to divert his Brother's fury, 

yet ſends a Preſent to his Brother'to ap- 

peaſe him *. David truſts in the name <,, 

of the Lord his God in his duel with Go. 32. 9, 15; 
[;4h, but not without his (ling 2: Our la- 

bour ſhould rather be more vigorous than 

more faint, when we are aſſured of the , 
bleſiiog of providence by the 1nfallibility 

of the promiſe. 3. Irn/t 
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3. Truſt providence in the way of the pre- 
cept. Let not any reliance upon an or- 
dinary providence induce you into any 

| way contrary tothe command. Dazze! had 
"wi [- gany inducements from an appearance 
&c. bu: Of providence to eat the Kings meat, his 
Daniel ' neceſlity of a compliance in his captivity, 
4 / 5/98 probability of preferment by learning 
heart that the wiſdom of the Countrey, whereby 
wn bp he might both have advanced himelf 
himſelf and affiſted his Countrey-men, the great- 
= ge neſs ofthe conlideration for a Captive to 
the Kings De fed from the Kings Table, the ingra- 
meat. titude he might be accuſed of, for delpi- 
fing ſo kind a treatment ; but none of 
theſe things moved him againſt a com- 
mand ; becauſe the Law of God forbad 
it, he would not eat of the King's mear. 
Daniel might have argued, I may wind 
my ſelf into the King's favour, do the 
Church of God a great ſervice by my in- 
tereſt in him, which may be daſht 1n 
pleces by my refuſal of this kindneſs; bur 
none of theſe things wrought upen him. 
No providences wherein we have ſeem- 
ing circumſtances of glorifying God, muſt 
lead us out of the way of duty ; this is to 


rob God one way to pay him another. 
God 
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God brought Daniel's ends about, he finds 
favour with the Goverrour, his requeſt 
is granted, the ſucceſs is an{werable,and all 
thoſe ends attained, which he might in a 
finful way by an ill conſtruction of provt- 
dence have propoſed to himſelf, all which 
he might have miſled of, had he run on 
in a carnal manner. T his, this 1s the way ., 
to ſucceſt, Pſal. 37. ©. Commit thy way _ 
unto the Lord, truſt alſo in him, and Le. 
ſhall bring it to paſs. Commit thy way to 
the guidance of his providence, withan 
obedience to his precept, and reliance on 
his promiſe, and refer all ſucceſs in 1t to 
God. If we ſet up our golden Calfs 
made of our own ear-rings, our wit and 
ſtrength, and carnal prudence, becauſe 
God ſeems to neglect us, our fate may be 
the ſame wich theirs, and the very duſt 
of our demoliſht Calf may be as bitter 
Spice 1n our drink as 1t was in theirs. 

4. Irust him ſolely without preſcribing 
any methods to him. Leave him to his 
wiſe choice, wait upon him becauſe he 


\ 


is a God of judgment *, who goes judici- #7; 36. 


oully to work, and can beſt time the 28. 
executions of his will, The wiſe God 
 dblerves particular periods of time, for 

doing 
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doing his great works. John 2, 4. my hour 
is not yet come, woman, what have 1 to do 


with thee? Which man is no competent 
Judge of: I will do this miracle, but the 
ſeaſon is not yet come wherein it will be 
molt beautiful. God hath as much wiſ- 
dom to pitch the time of performance of 
his promiſe, as he had mercy at firſt to 
make it. How preſumptuous would it 
be for the ſhallow wotld, a thing worſe 
than nothing, and vanity, to preſcribe 
rules to the Creator? Mach rofc for a 
ſingle perſon, alittle Atom of duſt, infi- 
nitely worſe than nothing, and vanity,to 
doit. Since we had no hand in Crea- 
ting the world ot our ſelves, let us not 
preſume to dire& God 1n the goverr- 
ment of it, Job 38. 4. Where waſt thou 
when IT laid the foundations of the earth?de- 
clure if thou haſt underifanding 2 Would 
It not bea diſparagement to God to ſtoop 
to thy fooliſh deſifes, yea? would you 
not your ſelves have a lower conceit of 
| him, if he ſhould degrade his wiſdom to 
the wrong biaſs of your blind reaſon ? 
_ Thirdly, Submit to providence. 'Tis 
God's right to govern the World, and 
diſpoſe of his Creature 3 'tis k1s glory 10 
| Heaver 
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heaven to do what he will *; let us not * 
by our unſubmiſlive carriagedeprive him 


Io, 
- P/al 
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of the. ſame Glory on earth3 he bripps inth-ttca- 


ro pas his will by wayes the Cteature 
cannot underſtand. *Tis the wilſcſt 


ven, he 
hath done 
what ſoe< 


ſpeech in that medley of fooleries, the vere. 


Turkiſh Alcoran *, We muſt walk by the 


pleaſed. 
* Detis 


rule of reaſon which God hath placed in mriumzbas 
us for our guide; vet if Providence 17/4 ca 


brings to pals any other event contrary to*® 
our rational expeCtations, becanfſe it is a 
clear evidence of his will, we muſt ac- 
quieſce. As when a Traveller hath two 
wayes to come to his journeys end, the 
one ſafe, the other dangerous, reaſon pet- 
ſwades him to chuſe che ſafeſi way, where- 
in he falls amoog thieves; now having 
uſed his reaſon, which 1n that caſe was to 
be his dire&or, he mult acquieſce : God's 
Providence bringeth forth ari event; 
which he could not without violence to 
his reaſon avoid. And thrrefore it is a 
vreat vanity, when a man hath reſolved 
the moſt probable way 1n a buſineſs, and 
fails if it, to torment himſelf ; becauſe 
though our conſultations depended upon 
our ſelves, yet the i{lues of them are ſole- 
ly 1n the hand of God. It concerris us 
N theres 
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thercfore to ſubmit to Gods diſpoſal of 
us 2nd our affairs, fince nothing can come 
to paſs but by the will of God effecting 
1t, or permitting 1t, If the fall of a Spar- 
row 1s not without his Will *, muchleſ 
can the greater events which befall men 
the nobler Creatures,be without the ſame 
concurrence of Gods pleaſure z therefore 
ſubmit. For, 

1,}ta'fierer God duth,he doth wiſel). 
His Ct; are not ſudden and raſh, but 
acts of Counſel : nat taken up upon, the 
preſent poſture of things, but the reolves 
of Eternity. As he 1s the highe& wif: 
dom, fo all his ats reliſh of it, 41d he 
g101:'es his will by Counſel, Fp/. «. 11. 
IV bo worketh all things after ih» connſel 
of his own will. | It God took Counſel in 
Creating the World, much more in lay- 
ing a platform of government,much more 
in the act of government 3 for men can 
frame models of government, that can 
never reduce them into praftice. Now 
God being infinitely wiſe, and his will 


infinitely good, it muſt needs be that 


goodneſs and wildom are the rules where: 
by he directs himſelf in his ations in the 
world. And what preater motive can 
there. 
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there be to peiſwade our ſubmiſſion, than 
Wiſdom and Geodneſs trant:Ging all 
things ? Gods cont] being the firmeſt, 
as well as the wilcſt, it 1s a folly both 
ways to reſiſt it. 

2. God dijcovers {is wird t0 us by pro» 
DIdences. Every work cf God bug the 
refult of his Counſel. wien welee 1t ac- 
tually brought torth into the World, 
what <]lfe doth it diicovcr to us, but that 
Counſc] and Will ct m_ > Every ftogle 
providence - hath a language wherein 
Gods mind 1s Genified, much more a train 
and contexture of thum, Lok, 7. 22, tell 
John what thirgs you have ſeen and heard, 
bow that the Lind ſer, the lame walk, the 
leapers are cleanſed, ihe deaf hear the dead 
are raiſed to life, to the poor the #oſpel is 
preached, Gur Saviour informs John's 
Diſciples from as of providence 5 he 
gives ktrmano otheranſwer, bac rurns him 
over to1iaterpret and cc zn{true his works 
in the caſe. Providence therefore mult 
not be refilted, Gag hen Gods mind 1a 1t 1s 
diſcovered : * Tis difingenuous to act a- 


painſt his vleafurc and manitecit mind 5 
tis the Devils (in. 
his two Sons, 


eAaron w'ienhe loft 


in ſo judicial a manner by 
N-2 Fire 
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: 
| 
i, 
| 
(| 
\'F 


1030 


A Diſcourſe of 


* Levit Fire from Heaven, yet held his peace * ; 
'2 1,23 hecanſe God had declared his mind poſi- 


tively, [ will be glorified, "Tis dangerous 
to refiit the mind of God, for the word 
of his providence {hall proſper in ſpight 
of Men and Devils, 1{ſa. 55. 11. My word 
that goes forth of my mouth, ſhall not return 
unto me void, it ſhall proſper in the thing 
whereto I ſent it, and therefore a reſi(t- 
ing of 1t is termed f:uaysy, a fighting a» 
vainlt God, by Gamalie!, no great friend 
to the Church, Ads.5. 38, 39. 

4. Murmur not at providence, Though 
we ao not clearly zefi{t 1t, 1f there be are- 
pining ſubmiſſion, it is a partial oppoſition 
tothe Will of God. We might as well 
murmur at God's creation, as at his provi- 
dence, for that 1s as atbitrary as this 3 he 
is nnder no Law but his own righteous 
will : we ſhould therefore leave the go- 
vernment ofthe worid to GoJ's witdom, 
as we acknowledpe the frame of it to bean 
at of his power. If God ſhould man- 
age his wayes according to our preſcrip- 
tions, what ſatisftion would God have, 
what ſatisfaction would the world have ? 
He might be unjuſt ro himſelf, and unjuſt 


toothers: Your own complaints would 
not 


TY”  w_ TS Y% WW 


Divine Providence. 


not be ſtilled, when you ſhould feel the 
ſmart of your own Counſcls; yet if they 
were, what ſatisfaction could there be to 
the complaints of others, whoſe intereſts 
and therefore judgments and delires Iye 
cro to yours 2 Man 1sa croſs Creature. 
The [ſarelites exclaimed to God again(t 
Pharaoh; and when the Scene was chang- 
ed, they did no leſs murmur againſt Mo- 
ſes1n the wildernels, They were as trou- 
bleſom when they were delivered, ag 
when they were afilicted. In Egypt they 
would have their liberty, and in the W1l- 


derneſs their ſtomachs turn, and they 


long for the Onyons and Garlick, though 
attended with their former {Javery. Let 
God govern the World according to hig 
own Wiſdom and Will, till all mankind 
can agree in one method to offer 
to him, and that I think will never 
be, though the world ſhould Jait fore- 
ver. Murmur not therefore :; whatſoever 
is done jn the world, 1s the work of a 
wiſe agent, who acts for the perfeCtion 
of the whole univerſe; and why ſhould 
I murmur at that which promotes the 
common happineſs and perteQion, that 
being better and more delizable, than 
as I” N 3 the 
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k1s temper will hinder our 


prayers 5 With war! face can we pray to 
that God whoſe witdom we thus repine 
at 2 If God doth ex.rcife a ProViadcnce 1n 
tne V/orid, why do we murmur F# it he 
dota not taite care of thoſe things, why 
do we pray to.3im ? 
Ir alio kiaders uz from giving God the 
glo:y, and our felyes the comfortable 


fight of his providence. 
taken ſomethin? | 
matter of our forrow, 


winch might be the 


ther thing 
matter of o'r j: y. 


LO Us, 


can it be tomurc 
ſtop the n motions oi tne Heavens, when 4 
ſtorm reaches you? Can your clamours 
make the Clouds move thefaſter, or PET® 

wade tae Mowers from drenching us? 
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Murmuring at any afilictive providence, 
is the way to make the Rod ſmarter in 1t 
{c]f, and ſharper to us. 

5. Study providence. 'Tis a part of 
Atheiſm not to think the aCts of Cod in 
the World worth our ſerious thoughts. 
And if you would know the meaning of 
his adminiſtrations, grow up in the fear 
of God, Pſal. 25.14.The ſecret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him. God 1s bighly 
angry with thoſe that mind him not,P/a/. 
28. 5. becauſethey regard not the operation 
of his ha+ds, he ſhall dejiroy them, and not 
buitd ther up :He= (hall utterly root them 
out. 

I. Study providence univerſally, The 
darkeſt ; God brings order out of the 
Worlds confuſion, even as he framed a 
beautiſul Heaven and Ezrth out ofa rude 
Maſs. The ?erribl:57 ; theſe offer ſfome- 
. thing worth our obſervation ; the dread- 
ful providence of God makes Sodozr an 
example to after aces. Jude 7. They are 
ſet forth for an example, ſrfſering the venge- 
ance of eternal fire,Sc. The ſnavest 5 God 
is a wiſe agent, and ſo the leaſt of his ac- 
tions are ſignificant. There 1s nothing 
ſuperfluous 1n thoſe as, we account the 

N 4 meanelt 
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meaneſt ; or to aCt vainly and lightly, ar- 
pues imperfection, which cannot be atrri- 
buted to God. The wiſdom of God 
may be much fcen in thoſe- providences 
the blind World counts ts as a little 
picture 1 is oft times of more wales, and hath 
more of the workman'sskill than a larger 
which an ignorant perſon might prize at 
a tipner rate > the Lilies, Flowers, Spar- 
rows, our Saviour raiſes excellent oblſer- 
vations from, _ : 

2. Regularly. By the Word: compare 
provideoge 'and- the :prom! iſe together. 

God's manner of adminiſtrations, and the 
mcaning of thern, is underſtood by the 
word, Pſal. 77.13. Thy way, O God; is 
in the Senftnery; By Faith; we many times 
correct our fe by reaſon, when we 
look through a blew orgreen glaſs, and 
ſce all things blew or green 3 though our 
ſenſe repreſents them {c,yet our reaſon Uil- 
covers the miſizke 3. Why ſhould we not 
corre reaſon by faith 2. Indeed our pur- 

lind reaſon. fans in as much need of'a 
regulation by faith, as our decentful ſence 
doth ofa regulation by reaſon. We may 
often obſerve inthe Goſpel], that the holy. 
£3Ihotk - cakin= notice oft hs particular cic- 
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cumſtances in the bringing Chriſt into 
the World,and in the courſe of his life,of- 
ten hath thoſe expreſſions, as it was writtex 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. There 
1s nota yrovidencehappens in the World, 
but there are ſome general rules in the 

World, whereby we may apprehend the 
meaning of it. From God's tormer work 
diſcovered in his word, we may trace his 
preſent foot-ſteps : Obſerve the timings 

.of providence wherein the beauty of it 

appears, fince God hath made every thing 
beautiful in its time, 

3, [ztirely. Viewthem 1n their co- 
zexion. A harſh touch ſingle would not 
hepleafing, but may rarely affect in con- 
ſort: The providences of God bear a juſt 
proportion to one another, and are beau- 
tiful in their intire Scheme; but when re- 
garded apart, we ſhall come far ſhort of a 
delightful underſtanding of them. As 1n a 
piece of Arras folded up, and afterwards 
particularly opened, we ſee the hand or 
foot-of a man, the branch of a tree, or if 
we look on the outſide, we ſee nothing 
but knots and threads,and uncouth ſhapes 
that we know not-what to make of; but 
when it 1s fully opened, and we have the 
= 3 4: 8 whole 
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whole Web before us, we ſce what Hi- 
ſtories and pleaſing charaers are inter- 
woven in it. View them 1n their end ; 

there is no true judgment to be made of 
_ a thing in motion, unleſs we have a right 
proſpect of the end to which it tends. Ma- 
ny things waich may ſeem terrible 1ntheir 
motion, may bz excellent in their end. 
Providence is crowned by the end of it, 
Aſaph was much troubled about the pro- 
ſperity of the wicked, and aftiiction of the 
Godly. but he was well ſatisfied when he 
underſtoor! their end, which was the end 
of Provi-ience too, Pſal. 73. 16, 17. 

When TI ih- uoht to how this, it was too 
painful for me,until I went into the Sant u- 
ary, th:n underſtood Ttheir end. Moſes his 
Rod was a Serpent 1n 1ts motion upon 
the ground 3 but when taken up, it was 
a Rod again to work miracles. God ſet us 
a pattera for this in the Creation. He 
views the Creatures as mey came 1nto 
being, and pronounced them good; he 
takesa review of them afterward in their 
whole frame, and the ſubordination of 
them to one another, and the ends he had 
deftinzd them to, and then pronounceth 
them very good. The merciful provi- 
dences 
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yidences of God if ſingly looked upon, 
will appear good, butit reviewed in the 
whole web, and the end of them, will 
commence very good in our apprehenfſi- 
Ons. 

4. Calmly. Take heed of paſſion in this 
ſtudy-; that is a miſt before the eye of the 
mind. Senſual pleaſures alſo diſturb and 
ſtifle the noble opc:rations of the. intel: 
lective part, and all 1mproving thoughts 
of Gods providence, Iſa. 5. 12. Ard the 
harp and the viol aud wine are in their 
feaſts, but they regird not the work of the 
Lord, nor conſider the operations of his 
hands; All thoughts of them are choak- 
ed by the pleaſures of ſenſe. Paſſions and 
ſenſual pleafures are like flying clouds in 
the night, interpoſing themſelves between 
the ſtars and our eyes, that we cannot 
obſerve the motions of them. Turbulent 
paſitons or Swiniſh pleaſures prevailing, 
obicure the providence of God. Our 
own humour and intereſt we often make 
the meaſures of our judgment of provi- 
dence:Shamez whenA4bſalom rebels againſt 
E1s father, looks no further than his own 
intereſt, and therefore interprets it as a 
jadgment of God 1n revenging the houſe 
of 
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of Saul, 2 Sam. 16. 7, 8. The Lord hath 
returned upon thee all the blood of the houſe | 
of Saul, in whoſe ſlead thou hat reigned, | 
Therefore the Spirit of God takes parti- Þ 
cular notice that he was of the houſe of | 
S$zyl, v. 5. when indeed this judgment 
was quite another thing, for David's fin F 
inthe matter of Uriah waswritten inthe Þ 
forehead of it. | 
5. Seriouſly. 'Tis not an eaſie work; for Þ 
the cauſcs of things are hid as the ſeminal F 
virtues in plaints, not viſible till they ma- | 
nifeſt themſelves. Providence 1s Gods | 
Lanthorn in many affairs, if we do not F 
follow it cloſe, we may be left in the dark, | 
and loſe our way. With much Prayer; | 
For we cannot of our ſelves find out the 
reaſon of them 3 being ſhallow Creatures, 
we cannot find out thoſe infinite wiſe me- | 
thods God obſerves in the managing of 
them ; but if we ſeriouſly ſet to work,and F 
ſeek God in it, God may informs, and 
make them intelligible to us. Though a 
man may not be able ofhimſelf to find out | 
the frame and motions of an Engine, yet 
when the Artificer hath explained the 
work, diſcovered the intent of the Fa- 


brick, it may be eafily underſtood. If it 
be 
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be dark, whilſt you ſeriouſly muſe on it, 
God may ſend forth a light into you, and 
give you an underſtanding of it, Mat. 2. 
20. Jeſeph thought of thoſe things, and 
whilſt he thought on them, the Angel of 
the Lord appeared to himin a dream ; God 
made them known to him. The 1ſraelites 
ſaw God's atts in the bulk of them, but 
Moſes ſaw his way and the manner how 
he wrought them, Pſal. 103.7. He made 
known his wayes unto Moſes, kis as nnto 
the Children of Iſrael. Moſes had more 
converſe with God than they, and there- 
fore was admitted into his ſecrets. 

6. Holily. With a delign to conform 
to that duty providence calls for. Our 


motions ſhould be accorJing to the pro- 


vidences of God, when we underſtand the 
intent of them. There 1s a call of provi- 


| dence, Iſa. 22. 12. I» that day the Lord 


called to weeping and mourning ; Some- 
times to forrow, ſometimes to joy. If it 
be a providence to diſcover our lin, let us 
comply with it by humiliation ; if it be to 
further our grace, ſuit it by lively and 
freſh aQtings.As the ſap in plants deſcends 
with the Sun's declination, and aſcends 


| at thereturn ofthe Sun from the Tropick; 
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there are ſeveral graces to be exerciſed up- 
on ſeveral aQs of providence ; either pub- 
lick to the Church and Natton, or parti. 
cular to our own perſons. Sometimes 
faith, ſometimes joy, ſometimes patience, 
ſometimes ſorrow for ſin. There are ſpi- 
ritual leſſons in every providence; for it 
doth not only offer ſomething to be un- 
derſtood, but ſomething to be praGtiſed, 
Mark 10. 15. A Child 1s brought to 
Chriſt, and Chriſt from thence teaches 
them aleſſon of humility. Z1k. 13. 1,2,3. 
When Chriſt diſcourſes of that ſad provi- 
dence of the blood of the Galilears,and 
the Tower of 5S:/oa,he puts them uponthe 
exerciſe of repentance. The Ruler en- 
quired the time when his Son began to 
recover, that his faith in Chriſt might be 
confirmed, for upon that circumſtance it 
did much hang; and in doubtful caſes 
after a ſerious ſtudy of it, and thou know- 
eſt not which way to.determine, conſider 
what makes moſt for God's glory and thy 
ſpiritual good, for that is the end of all. 
Let us therefore ſtudy providence ; not as 
Children do Hiſtories, to know what men 
were in the World, orto pleaſe their fan- 


cy only ; but as wiſe men, to underſtand 
_ the 
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the motions of States,and the intrigues of 
Counſels ; to enrich them with a knows- 
ledge whereby they may be ſerviceable 
to their Countrey. Solet us enquire into 
the Providence of God to underſtand the 
mind of Gad, the intereſt of the Church, 
the wiſdom and kindneſs of God, ind our 
own duty in contormity therennto. 

6. Aſcribe tbe glory of every provideace 
to God. Abraham: Steward petitioned 
God at the beginninz of his butine(:,Cez. 
24. 12. and he bleiies God at ine ſucceſs 
of it,ver. 26, 27. We muſt not thank the 
tools which are uſed in the making 2nen- 
eine, and aſcribe unto them what we owe 
to the Workmans «kill : M21 is but the 
inſtrument, God's Wiſdom is the Artiſt. 
Let us therefore return the Glory of all 
where 1t 1 moſt rightly placed. We may 
ſee the difference between Rzchel and 
Leah 1n this reſpe&t ; when Azche/ had a 
Son by her. maid B/hah, the afcribes it 
to God's care, and calis his name Daz, 
which ſignifies judging, Gez. 30. 6. God 
hath judged me, and hezrd my woice.That 
the very Name might put her in remem- 
brance of the kindneſs of God in anſwer- 
Ing her prayer. And the next Napthalz, 
ſhe 
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ſhe eſteems as the truit of prayer, ver/. 8. 
Whereas Leah takes no notice of God, bur 
vaunts of the multitudeof her Children, 
verſ. 11 be hold @ troop comes. She im- 
poſeth the name of Gad uponthem, which 
alſo ſignifies fortune or good luck, And 
thenext Aſher, verſ. 13. which 1s fortunate 

or bleſſed. And we find Leah of the ſame 
mind afterward, ver. 17. It is ſaid God 

hearkned unto her, ſo that her Son /ſſa- 
char was an anſwer of Prayer ; but ſhe as 

{cribes it to a lower cauſe which had mov- 

ed God; becauſe ſhe had given her maid 

to her Haband ,verſ 18, Not unto us, not 

#ntous, O Lord, but to thy namebe the glory. 

Do. 2. All the motions of providence 

#n the World are ultimately for the good of 

the Church ; of thoſe whoſe heart is perfed to- 

wards him. Providence follows therule of 

Scripture. Whatſoever was written, was | 

written for the Churches comfort*, What- *' 

ſoever 13 acted 1n order to any thing writ- 
ten,is acted for the Churches good. All the 

__ ences of God 1n the World are con- 

formable to his declarations in his word. 

All former providences were ultimately 

in order to the bringing a Mediator into 


the World, and for the glory of him;then 
ſurely 
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farely all the providences ot God ſhall be 
in order to the perfecting the glory of 
Chriſt m that myſtical body, whereof 
Chriſt is head, and whereio his atfccti- 
on and his Glory are ſo much concerned. 
See the Proof of this by a Scripture or 
two. P/al. 25.10. All the paths of the Lora 
are mercy and truth unto ſuch as keep his 
Covenant and his Teſtimonies, Not one 
path, but (lj the works and motions 3 
not one particular a& or paſſage of pro- 
vidence, but the whole tract of his pro- 
ceedinps 3 not only thoſe which are more 
ſmooth and pleaſant, but thoſe which 
are more rugged and bitter. All [mercy 
and truth] (utable to that affetion he 
bears in his heart to them, and ſutable to 
the declaratiori of that affeCtion he hath 
made in his promiſe. There 1s a con- 
texture and a friendly connexion of kind- 
ne(s and faithfulneſs in every one of thern, 
They- both kiſs and embrace each other 
In every motion of God towards them. 
As mercy 'made the Covenant, ſo truth 
ſhall perform it And there ſhall be as 
much mercy as truth in all Gods aCings 
towards thoſe that that Keep it, Rox.9 28, 
O We 
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JVe know that all things work together for 


g:20d o them ihit love(god,to them who are 
the called according to his purpoſe; we know, 


we do not conjzcrure or guels fo, but we 
have an infallible afſurance of it. { Al 
thizgs ]even the moſt frighiful, and 6 
thoſe that have-1n reipe&t of ſenſe, no- 
thing but Gall and Wormwood in them; 
[_ work together] they all conſpire with an 
admirable harmony and unanimous con- 
ſent for a Chriſtian's good. Que particu- 
lar ad may ſeem to work to the harm of 
the Church, as one particular a(t may 
work to the good of wicked men : but 
the whole ſeries and frame of things .com- 
bine together for the good of thoſe that 
are aftectionate to him. Both the Lance 
that makes us bleed, and the plaiſter 
which refreſheth the Wounds. Both the 


gciping purges and the warming Cordi- 


als combine together for the Patients 
cure{ to them who are called according to hit 
purpoſe. ] Here the Apolile renders a re 
ſon of this poſition 5 becauſe they are cal 
ted not only 1n the general amongſt the 
reſt of the world, to whom the Goſpel 


comes; but they are ſuch that were : 
Gods 
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Gods purpoſe and counſel from Eternity 
to ſave, and therefore reſoived to encline 
their wiil to Faith in Chriſt, Therefore 
all his other Counſels about the affairs 
of the world ſhall befor their good. Ano- 


. ther reaſon of this, the Avoltle intimates 


werſ. 27. The ſoirit makes interceſſzon for 
the ſaints according tothe will of God, The 
interceſHions cf the Spirit which are alſo 
according to Gods will and purpoſe, will 
not be fruitleſs in the main end, which 


boih the interceſiions of the Spirit 


and purpoſe of God, and the will 
and defircs of the Saints do aim at, which 
1s their good. Indeed where any is the 
o5jzCt of this grand purpoſe of God, he is 
the objeCt of God's infinite and innumes- 
rable thoughts, P/al. 40. 5. Many, O Lord 
my God,are thy wonderful works which thou 
haſt done,and thy thoughts which are to us- 
ward, they cannot be rechoned up in order 


unto thee ; if I would declare and ſpeak of 


. them, they are more than can be numbred. 


The Pſalmiſt ſeems to intimate that 1n all 
the wonderful works which God hath 
done, his thoughts are toward his people: 
He thinks of them in all his actions ; and 

O 2 thoſe 
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thoſe thoughts are infinite, and cannot be 


numbred, and reckoned up by any Crea: 
cure. He ſeems to reſtrain the thoughts 
of God to his people in all thoſe works 
of wonder which he.doth in the World, 
and which others are the Subjects of: 
But his thoughts or purpoſes and inten- 
tions in all ( for the word ſignifies purpoſes 
too) are chicftly, next to his own glory, 
directed toward his people,thoſe that truſt 
in him, which ver/. 4. he had pronounced 
blefled. They run in his mind as if his 
heart was fet upon them, and none but 
them. 

Here I (hall premiſe two things as the 
ground-work of what follows. 

1. God certainly in all his a@ions hat 
ſome end; that is without queſtion, be: 
cauſe heis a wile agent; to act vainly and 
lightly is an evidence of imperfedion, 
which cannot be aſcribed to the only 
wiſe God. The Wheels of Providence 
are full of Eyes *. There is mption, and 
a knowledge of the end of that motion. 
And Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s Gods Deputy 10 
the providential government, hath Se- 
ven Eyes, as well as Seven Horns *, a 
perfect (trength, and a perfect — 
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how to uſe that ſtrength, and to what end 
to uſe it. Seven being the number of per- 
fection 1n Scripture. 

2. That certainly is Gods end which his 
heart is moſt ſet upon, and that which is laſt 
in execution. What doth God do at the 
folding up of the World, but perfect his 
people, and welcome them into Glory ? 
Therefore God principally next to him- 
ſelf, loves his Church. The whole Earth 
is his, but the Church 1s his treaſure, Ex. 
19. 5. If you will keep my Covenant, then 
ſhall you be a peculiar treaſure unto me above 
all people, for all the Earth is mine ; Segullah 
ſuch a treaſure, that aMan, a King will 
intruſt inno hands but his own 3; all tte 
Earth is mine, is not a reaſo1 why the 
Church was his treaſure, but an 1ncen» 
tive of thankfulneſs, that when the whole 
Earth was his,and lay before kim,and there 
were many people that he might have cho- 
ſen and loved before them, yet he pitched 
upon them to make them his choiceſt 
treaſure, And when the blefled God hath 
pitched upon a people,and made them bis 
treaſure, what hedoth for ther, ts with his 
whole heart,and with his whole Soul, Jr, 
32 41, 42. ſpeaking of making an ever- 

»— laſting 
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laſting Covenanr, he adds, yea T1 will p:- 


Joyce over ther to do them gcod, 8c. aſjſu- 


redly with my whole heart, and with my 
EN Co at : As though Go minded no- 


, thing elſe but thole people he tad made 


an everlaſting Covenant with 5 which is 
the higheſt ſecurity, and molt pregnant 
expretiion of his aftection that can be gt- 

Ven to any, not to give thera a parcel or 
moiety of his heart, but the whole inh- 
nite intire piece, and tO Engage it ail with 
the greatelt delight 1n doing gocd to 
them. That infinite heart of God, and 
all the contrivances and workings of ir, 
center 11 the Churches welfare. The 
World ts » VO but the Church 
is a Garden. If he water the Wilderneſs, 
will he not much more dreſs his Garden: : 
If the flights of Birds be obſerved by him, 
{ha!l nor allo the particular concernments 
of the Church ? He hath a repolitory for 
them and all tha: belor s to them 3; He 
hath a book of Life for their Names 's A 
book of Record for their members *, a 
Note-book for their +peeches, AMal. 3. 

16. A book of remencbrance was wriiten be- 
fore him for them that feerea| the Lord ; and 
2 book of providence for their preferva: 
Lion 
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tion, Exod. 32. 32. In the proſecution 
of this, I (hall ſhew 

1. That it is fo de faFo, and hath been F-7/.. 
ſo, | 

2. That according to the ſtate of Secondly. 
| things and Gods Oeconomy, it mult be 

{0. 

3. The improvement of it, By way of71;:4y. 
Uſe. 

- That all providence 1s for the good r;-/. 
of the Church de faFo, and has been fo. 

1. It will appear by an enumeration Deen 
of tn1ngs. _ 

Firſt, All good things. 

Secondly, All bad things are for their 
g00d. 

Firſt, All good things. 

]. The World. 

IT. Gifts and common graces of men in 
the World. 

Hl. Angels. 

I. The World, The whole World was Firf, - 
made and ordained for the good of. the 
Church next to the glory of God. This 
will appear 1n three things. 

1. The continuance of the World is for 
their ſakes. God would have deſtroyed 


the World becauſe of the ignorance and 
Oz wick- 
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wickednels of it betore this rime, but he 
overlooked it all, and had reſpeCt to the 
ilmes of Chriſt, and the publiſhing faith 
in him, and repentance, A@. 17. 30. 
And the times of this ignorance God winked 
at, Gad overiooked * ; he looked not fo 
upon them,as to be provoked to deſtroy 
the world; but his eyes were fixed on 
the times of Chriſttanity;ztherefore would 
not take notice in the extremity of his ju- 
ſtice of the wickedneſs of thoſe forego- 
Ing ages. Believers are the Salt of the 


* Mat. 5* Earth *, which makes the World ſavou- 


T5 
f 2” 


ry to God, and keeps it from corrupting. 
'Tis meant not only of the Apoſtles, 
but of Chriſts Diſciples, of all Chriſtians; 
for to them was that Sermon made, ». 1. 
If the Salt have leſt bis ſavour, 1f the Salt 
b: corrapted, and Chriſtianity over- 
thrown in the World, wherewith ſhall 
the World be faite? how can it be kept 
from corruption ? If they that perſecuted 
the Prophets before you in Fugea, (which 
3s forretimes called the Earth anScripture) 
cannot reliſh you, and find nothing 
praicfu] rotheir Palates1n your Doctrine 
3nd Converſation, wherewith -ſhall they 
be faited ? How "(ail they be —_— 
| 4 rom 
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from corruption 2 The Land will be 
good for nothing but to be given as a 
prey to the Roxyans to be trod under their 
feet, as being caſt out of Gods protecti- 
on. They are the foundation of the 
world, Pro, 10. 25. the righteous are au 
everlaſting foundation. Maimonides under 
ſtands it thus, that the World ſtands for 
the righteous ſakes. When God had No» 
ah and his Family lodged 1n the Ark, he 
cares not what deluge and deſtruction he 
brings upon the reſt of the World. When 
he had conducted Lot out of Sodom, he 
brings down that dreadful ſtorm of fire. 
He cares for no. place. 70 nor for the 


whole World any longer than whilſt his 1ace. 


people are there, or he hath ſome to 
bring in, in time. For the meaneſt be- 
liever is of more worth than a world ; 
therefore when God hath gathered all 
together, he will ſet fire upon this frame 
of the Creation: For what wastheend 
of Chriſts coming and dying, but to ga- 
ther all things together in one? Eph. x. 
10. That in the aiſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
time he might gather together in one all things 
in Chriſt. When Chriit hath ſummed up 
all tog-tner, he hath attained his end. 
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And to what purpoſe then can we ima- 
gine God ſhould continue the World a- 
ny longer ? for his delight is not ſimply 
in the World, but in the Saints there. 
Pjak 16.3; But to the Saints that arc in 
the Earth, in whom is all my dclieht, notin 
the Earth, but in the. Saints there, which 
are the only excellent things 1n it, which 
Chrilt ſpeaks ( of whom that Plalm is 
meant yoke knew well what wasthe ob- 
ject of his Fathers pleaſure. The ſweet 
tavour God ſmelt in Noab's ſ:crifice, was 
the occation of Gad's declaration for the 
Worlds ſtanding, Ger. 8. 21. and the 
Lord ſaid in his heart, I will not carſethe 
ground any more for mans ſake. That he 
would no more ſmiteit with a totally de- 
ſtroying judgment. It was his reſpect to 
Chriſt repreſented in that facrifice,and to 
the faith and grace of Noah the ſacrificer. 
What Savour could an infinitely pure ſpi- 
Tit ſmell in the blood and flames of beaſts? 
2. The conrſe of naiural things is for 
the good of the Church, or particular mem- 
bers of it. God makes articles of a- 
greement with the Beaſts and Fowls, 
whole nature 1s raging and rave- 


nous, and binds them in ſure bonds for 
the 
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the performance of tholc articles, Hoſea 

2. 18. And in that day will 1 wake. a Cove- 

nant for them with < beaſis of the field, 

and with the fywls of heaven, and with the 
creeping things of the ground, and will make 

them to lze down ſafely. As upon our fin 

God can arm them againſt us 3 fo upon 

our obedience he can make them ſer- 
viceable even againſt their natures z as if 

he had made a Covenant with them, and 

they had both the reaſon and virtue to 
obſerve it. I'do not remember any 1n- 
ſtance in Scripture, that God went out of 

the uſual tract of his providence, and a&t- 

ed 1a an extraordinary manner,but where 

is people were one way or other con- 
cerned. It was for foſhza's and the Jſ- 
racliies ſake that the Sun was arreſted to 
ſtand fill in the Valley of 4jaloz, that 
they might have light enough to defeat , 
their Enemies,and purſue their victory *. Rm, 
The Sea (hall againſt its natural' courſe 
ſtand in heaps like walls of braſs to affiſt 

the [fraelites eſcape *. The tice is reſtrain» « p,,, x 
ed in the operation oz its nature, even 14. 22, 
whilſt it retains its burning quality,when 

the lives of the three valiant believing 


Children are in danger *. The mouths *Dan6.22. 
of 
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of Lyons are muzled, when the ſafety of 
his beloved Deariel is concerned *. And 
the (ſhadow goes back upon the Dial for 
Hezekiab's ſake *. When God would at as. 
ny time deliver his people, He can 
muſter up Lightnings and Thunders for 
their aſſiſtance * ; He can draw all the 
Regiments of Heaven 1nto battel-array, 
and arm the ſtars to fight againſt S7ſera, 
when Ijraels condition needs it ; and 
make even the loweſt Creatures to liſt 
themſelves as Auxiliaries in the ſervice. 
God hath nor adiſpleaſure with ſenſleſs 
Creatures, ncither 1s tranſported with 
ſtrains of fury againſt ſuch objeRts, when 
he alters their aatural courſe. Hab. 3.8. 
Was the Lord d:fpleajed againſt the Rivers, 
was thy wrath againft the Sea, that thou 
didfl ride upon thy Horſes, and Chariots of 
Salvation ? No, but he made thoſe Crea- 
tures the Horſes and Chariots to ſpeed af- 
fiitance and ſalvation to 1: people, which 
the Pialmil: elegantly deleribes, Pſal. 
114. All Creatures are his Holt, and that 
God that created them, hath ftill the 
Soveraign command over them, and can 
imbody them 1n an Army to ſerve his . 
purpoſe tor the deliverance of his people, 
bs - as 
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as he did againſt Pharaoh. 


3. The intereſt of Nations is ordered asis 
moſt for the Churches good He orders both 
the courſe of natural things, and of civil 
affairs, for their intereſt, He alters the 
ſtate of things, and changeth Governours 
and Governments for the ſake of his peo» 
ple. For thefe cauſes God ſent Eliſha to 
Crown Fehu King, 2 Kirg. 9g. 6, 7. 1 


have anointed thee King over the people of 
the Lord,&c. that I may avenge the blood of 
my Servants the Prophets, and the blood of 
all the ſervants of the Lord at the hand of 


Jezabel, For the ſakes of the Godly in 
that Nation, and the revenging the blood 
of the Prophets which had been ſhed, was 
he raiſed up by the Lord. He ſent ſuch 
jadgments upon Egypt, that it was as 
much the intere[t of that Nation to. let 
Iſrael go, as 1t was before to keep them 
their vaſſals. God orders the intereſt and 
affairs of Nations for thoſe ends; and ac- 
cording to this diſpoſition of affairs,Chriſt 
times his interceſſions for his ' Church. 
The Angels had been ſent out to view 
the ſtare of the World, and found it in 
peace, Lech. 1, 11. behold, all the Earth 


ſits 
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ſts till, and is at reft ; there had been 
Wars in Artaxarexes and NXerxes his time, 
but in the time of Darizs, that part of 
the World had an univerſal peace, which 
was the fitteſt time for the reſtoration of 
the Fews, and building the Temple ; be- 
cauſe it could not be built, but by the 
Kings coſt, whoſe treaſure in the time 
of War was expended another way 3 nor 
would it conſiſt with their policy to re- 
ftore the Jews to their government at 
ſach a time when they had Wars with the 
Neighbour: parts of Egypt. See how God 
orders the ſtate of the World in ſab- 
ſerviency to his gracious intentions to- 
wards his Church. Ine time of the Few- 
7ſþ captivity was now out according to 
the promiſe of God, and God gives that 
part of the World a general peace, that 
the reltauration of the Jews, and the re- 
building of the Temple might be facili- 
tated, and the truth of his promiſe in their 
deliverance accompliſhed. Upon the 
news of this general peace 1n that part of 
the World, Chriſt expoſtulates with God 
for the reſtauration of Jeruſalem, verſ. 12. 
How long,O Lord, wilt thou not have mercy 
on Jeruſalem, and on the cities of Fudeah, 
againſt 
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againſt which thou hait had indignation 
theſe threeſcore and ten years? The time 
of the Captivity determined by God, was 
now expired.* The firſt reformation in 
Germany was back'd by reaſon of ſtate 
as it was then ordered ; it being the 1n- 
tereſt of many Princes of that Countrey 
to countenance Lyther's DoGrine, for the 
putting a ſtop to the growing greatneſs 
of Charles the fifth, who had evident de- 
ſigns to enflave them. I might mention 
many more 3 only by the way let me ad- 
viſ2 thoſe that have an inclination to read 
hiſtories of former tranſactions, to which 
men naturally are addicted, to make this 
your end, to obſerve the {trange. provi- 
dences of .God in the World, and how 
admirably he hath made them ſubſervi- 
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ent to the intereſt of the Church ; which 


will be the moſt profitable way of read- 
10g. them, whereby they will not only 
ſatisfie your curioſity, but eſtabliſh your 
Chriſtianity. Calvin underſtands that 
place, Dent. 32. 8. He ſets the bounds of 
the people according to the number of the 
Children of Iſrael, that in the whole or- 
dering. of the ſtate of the World, God 
propoſeth this as his end to conſult for 


the 


Secondly. 
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the good of his people, and his care ex- 
tends to the reſt only in order to them 3 
and though they are but a ſmal] number, 
yet he orders his whole government of 
the Worlds affairs as may beſt tend to 
their Salvation. Therefore God ſets the 
people bounds,or enlargeth them accord- 
Ing as they may be ſerviceable one way 
or other. to this end. And the reaſon 1s 
rendred, v. 9. For the Lords portion is 
his people, and ITacob is the lot of his inhe- 
ritance. Therefore God orders all the 
reſt of the World in ſubſerviency to the 
maintaining and improving his portion 
and inheritance. 

2. As the World, ſo the gifts and com- 
mon graces of men in the world are for the * 
£ood of the Church, which is a great argu: 
ment for providence in general ; ſince 
there is nothing fo conſiderable 1n go- 
vernment as the diſpoſing of places t6 
men according to their particular endow- 
ments and abilities for them. And the 
beſtowing ſuch giſts upon men, is none 
of the meaneſt argument for Gods pro- 
vidential government of the World. As, 

I. The gifis of good men. The gifts con- 
ferred upon Pay! were depolited in him 
| not 
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not only to be poſſeſſed by him, but uſed 


and laid out for the good of the Church, 


Col. 1. 25. Whereof I am made a Miniſter 
according to the diſpenſation of God which 
is given tome for you: The manifeſtation 
of the Spirit to any man 1s given to pro- 
fit withal, 1 Cor. 12: 7. And this 1sthe 
great end for which men ſhould ſeek; ta 
excel, viz. for the edifying of the Church, 
1 Cor 14: 12. For-as much as you are $ea- 
lous of Spirtual gifts, ſeek that you may exs 
cel to the edifying of the Church. 7 

2. The gifts and common graces of bad 
men, There is ſomething that is amiable 
1n men, though they have not grace. Ag 
in Stones, Plants and Flowers, though 
they have not ſenſe, there is ſomethin 
grateful in them, as colour and ſmell, &c. 
And all thoſe things that ate lovely in 
men, are for the Churches good, the beſt 
life, and the worlt death, things preſent, let 
who will be the poſlcfſor, all things be- 
tween Life and Death are for the good of 
Believers, becauſe they are Chriſts, x Cor. 
3. 22. Whether Paul,or Apollo, or Cephas,or 
the world, i. e. | Whether the gifts of the 
prime lights in the Church, or the com- 

mon gifts of the world } are ail yours, and 
| o”; Je 
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ye are (lriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. God 
1s the diſpencer of them, Chriſt 1s the Go- 
vernour of them, and all for your ſakes. 
As the medicinable qualities of waters 
are not for the good of themſelyes, but 
the accommodation of the indigencies of 
men.By the common works of the Spirit 
God doth keep his children from ſuffering 
much evil in the World. For it cannot be 
ſuppoſed,that the Spirit, whoſe miſſion is 
principally fur the Church, ſhould give 
ſuch gifts out of love to men which hate 
him. and are not the objects of his eternal 
purpoſe:but he hath ſomeother endsindo- 
Ing it, which is the advantageofhisChurch 
andpeople:and thi:God cauſes by theprea- 
cEhing of the Goſpel, which when it works 
gracious works in ſome, produceth com- 
mon works in others for the good of thoſe 
gracious ones. As a feed of corn hath ſtraw, 
husks, and chaff come up with it, which 
are ſhelters to that little ſeed which lies 
in the midſt > fo in the preaching of the 
Goſpel there are ſome husks come up a- 
mong natural men, which God makes to 
be ſhelters to the Church as thoſe com- 
mon works, and reſtraining men through 


the knowledge of Chriſt. God gives 
; gifts 
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ifts to them, not out of love to them, 
bo loye to his Church. As Nurſes of 
great mens Children are fed with better 
meat than the other Servants, not out of 
any particular perſonal reſpect to them, 
bat to their office,that the milk whereby 
the child is nouriſhed, may be the ſweeter 
and wholefomer; were it not forthat Re- 
lation, ſhe muſt be content with the Dt- 
et allowed to the reſt of the Servants: 
Some ſtinkiog plants may have mcdiciaal 
virtues which the Phylician extracts for 
the cure of a diſeaſe, and flings the reſt 
upon the Dunghil. God beſtows ſuch qua- 
lities upon men otherwiſe unſavoury to 
him, which he draws forth upon ſeveral 
occaſions tor the good of thoſe that are 
more peculiarly uader his care, and then 
caſts them away. Theſe gifts are 1adec 
tae ruin of bad men, becauſe of therr 
pride, but the Churches advantage in 
regard of their excellency, and are often 
as profitable to others, as dangerous to 
themſelves, As all that good Which is 
ia plants and animals is for the good of. 
man ; ſo all the gifts of natural men are 
for the Churches good, for they are for 
that end as the principal next the gory 
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of God, becauſe every inferior thing 
ts 0 otdained to ſomething ſuperior as its 
end. Plants are ordained for the nou- 
riſhment of Beaſts, and both Plants and 
Beaſts for Men. The inferior men for 
the ſervice of higher, and all for the com- 
muni:y3 yet ſtill there 1s a higher end be- 
vond thoſe, viz. the glory of God, to 
which they are ultimately ordained , 
which is- ſo connected with the Churches 
good, that what ſerves one, ſerves the 
other. 

3. Angels, the top Creatures in the 
Creation, are ordered for the good of the 
Church. If the Stars are not Cyphers in 
the World only to be gaz'd upon, but 
have their influences both upon Plants 
and Animals; As the Sun in 1mpreg- 
nating the Earth, and enlivening the 
Plants, and affiſting the growth of fruits 
for the g00d of mankind: If the ſtars 
have thoſe natural influences upon the 
{enlible world, the Angels which are the 
morning-ſtars, have no leſs intereſt as 1n- 
ſtruments in thegovernment of it, The 
Heathens had ſuch 2 notion of Demons 
working thoſe things which were done 
in the world, but according to the _— 

- an 
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and order of the ſupream God. The 


| Angels are called Watchers, Dar. 4. 13. 


a Watcher and an holy one, ver. 17. thvs is 
by the decree of the watchers, and the de- 
mand by the word of the holy ones : they 
watch for Gods orders, and watch for 
Gods honour, and the Churches good. 
There are orders of ſtate among them; 
| for we read of their decree; 'tis called 
their decree miniſterially, as they execute 
It, approbative as they {ubcribe to the e- 
, Quity and gcodneſs of it. As the Saints 
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By way of 
approba- © 


£100, 


are ſaid to judge the world not anthori- By way of 
tative as in commiſſion with Chriſt,but as {#5979 


they approve.of Chriſts ſentence. They 
ſeem to requeſt thoſe things of God 
which may make for his glory, and they 
decree among themſelves what 1s fit to be 
preſented to God in order to his glory. 
They cannot endure that men ſhould 
trample upon Gods authority, defpoil 
him of his right, and trea!! down his 
- Inheritance 3 and therefore they : ſend 
ſuch requeſts to God to att ſo as men may 
acknowledg him and his govenment, to 
the intent that the living may know that 
the moſt high rules in the kingdoms of men. 
Their care therefore muſt be for the 
FS Church 


Trap. . 
&1 Numb. 
DP. 58. 


angel, aud hath 
\ God. emploies Angels in _ preſerving 
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Chuch, ſince God rules all things in or- 
der to that. and ſince that is Gods por- 
tion and ;nheritance; ſo that as they have 
a care of Gods glory, they muſt alſo have 
a care of Gods portion and his peculiar 
treaſure, The inward part of the Tem- 
ple was tobe adorned with Cherubims, 
tonote the ſpeccial attendance of the ho- 
ly Angels in the aſſemblies of the Saints, 
As evil Angels plot againſt the Church fo 
gooc Angels projett tor it, Though in 
the Scripture we find Ang cl ſometimes 
yes in affairs of common Provi- 
dence, and doing good to them that are 
not of the Church ; as one is ſent to CGMm- 
fort Hagar, and relieve. Jhwact npon his 
cry, though he had ſcofted at 1/2ac the 
heir of the covenant, when he was in A4- 
braham's Family *; yet for the molt part 
they were employed in the concerns of 
ſome of his ſpecial Servants. Angels thruſt 
. Lot out of Sodom *. An Angel itopt the 


Lyons mouths when Daxjel was 1n the 


Den, Dan 6. 18. My God hath ſent bis 


ut the Lyons mouths. 


and ruining of Empires, which is. clear 


in the' prophecy of Daniel, and ſome un- 
 derſtzad 
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derſtand, 1/2.10.34: And lebanon ſhall fall 
by a mighty one, of an Angel. As the Soul 
ſends forth a multitude of Spirits ſwiftly 
into the nerves for the ſupply of the low- 
eſt member, which rua thither upon the 
leaſt motion : So do the Angels which 
are Gods Miniſters, run at the appoint- 
ment of God, and are employed in all 
the wheels of providence. The Spirit 
of the living Creatures was inthe wheels 
of providence *. 

I. The higheSt orders among them are 
ot exempted from being officers for the 
Church. Though they are called Gods 
Angels in reſpect of their immediate at- 
tendance on God 3 yet they are called 
mans Angels in reſpect of the ſervicethey 
do for them, Matth. 18. 10. Thezrr angels 
do alwaies behold the face of my Father 
which is in Heaven. They are not the 
ordinary ſort of Angels only which at- 
tend upon'thoſe little ones, upon young 
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Exe. 


I. 20, 


converts, humble Souls, thoſe little ones } 


in the Kingdom ot Heaven; but they are 
the highelt Courtiers there, ſuch as ſee 
the face of God, and ſtand before him. A 
King hath many Servants ; but not every 
Servant, only the chief of the Nobility 
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ſtand before him; ſo they are not Angels 
of the meaneſt order and rank in Hea- 
ven, that are ordered to attend the low- 
eſt Chriſtian. The Apoſtle makes no 
doubt of this, Heb. rt. 14. are they not all 
miniſtring Spirits [ there is noqueltion but. 
they are ] ſent forth to miniſter for then 
who ſhall be heirs of Salvation 2 He aflerts 
confidently that not one of them is blot- 
ted out of the Liſt for this employment. 
Are they not all? none are exempted from 
the vie: of God; ſo none are exempted 
from the end of that ſervice, which 1s the 
good of Believers. They are Gods ſer- 
vants, but for the Churches good, for . 
them which ſhall be heirs, [ are they nw 
all ?} it is irrational to deny i it. And they 
are ſent forth, every one of them hath 
his commiſſionlign' d by God for this pur- 
poſe, and not only forthe Church in gee 

| verkl, but for every member in particu- 
lar [ for the heirs of ſalvation.) And not on- 
ly for them which are already called and 
enrolled, but for them who ſhall be cal- 
| led, whoſe names are written in the book 
of Gods election {who ſhall be heirs. ] And 
they are not only faintly ſent as if they 
faigit go if Ry will 3 but they ger 
fri. 
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ſtrift charge to look after them well, not 

inone or two of their works or ways, but 

in all, Pſal. 91. 11. He fþall give his An- 

gels charge over thee to keep thee in all thy 

wayes, to bear thee up in their hands, leſt 

thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone they are 

to uſe all their ſtrength to this purpoſe, 

to bear them up in their hands. As theelder 
Children are appointed by Parents to 
have a care of the younger in their works 

and motions, and to uſe both their wiſ- 

dom and ſtrength for them. The Angels 

are a guard to ſecure them here, and at | 
laſt to convey them totheir fathers houſe, 
Iuh. 16. 22. When a man 1s in favour 

with a Prince, all the Courtiers will be 

obſervant of him. 

2. Armies of them are employed upon this 
occaſion, There are great multidudes of 
them,as Bildad ſpeaks, Fob 25.3.1s there any 
number of his armies? that is, of his An- 
gels: when Feel ſpeaks of the heathens ga- 
thering together 3 thither, ſaith he, Lord, 
cauſe thy mighty ones to come down *, Aug , 
whole ſquadron of them ſhall attend up- , = 
on a gractous man according to the cir- 
cumſtances he is involved in. Gez. 32. 

'8, 2. And Jacob went on his way, and the 
3a : Angels 
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Angels of God met him, and when Jacob 
ſaw them, he ſaid, this is Gods hoit.Regi- 
ments of Angels, enough to make up an 
Army(for ſo Jacob terms them) me thim 
upon the way to ſecure him from his Bro- 
ther Eſau, and to encourage him in his 
Journey. So ſome 1nterpret, 2 Say. 5.24. 
the ſound of a goirg inthe tops of the mul- 
berry trees. The (ign of the marching of 
a Brigade of Angels, with theLord in 
the head of them for the diſcomfiture of 
David'senemies, then ſhall the Lord go ont 
before thee to ſwmite the boitof the philiſtins. 
And this they do not of their own heads, 
but by the pleaſure of God, not only by 
a bare will, but a delight, P/al. 103. 21. 
Bleſs the Lord allye his hots, ye miniſters 
of bis ibat do bis pleaſure. v7 his choi- 
ceſt pleaſure, he delights to ſee this his 
Militia upon action. 


3. Chriſt hath the government of them to 
this end, for his Church. Angels are all put 
in ſubjection to him, Heb. 2. 7, 8. In 
that he put all in ſubjedion under him, he 
left nothing that is not put under him. He 
is exalted above all principality and 


power 3 God hath put all things under 
| bis 
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his feet, and gave him to be the head o- 

ver all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 21, 

22. all things, even principalities and 
powers, are put under his feet, tobe com- 
miſfioned and influenced by him for . 
the good of his Church * ; they are or- — _ 
dered by the Spirit of Chriſt tothis pur- hither 
poſe, Zech. 1. To. Thoſe are they whom the Spirit 
thel ord kath ſent |1owalktoand fro threugh hoy pad, 
the earth. They are his faithful meſſcn- 

gers difpatcht into the World by him, as 

ſcouts and ſpies to take notice of the ſtate 

of the World, and to give him intelli- 

gence, and an exa&t account of affairs; 

and v. 11. they give an account to Chriſt. 

Chriſt is the Head and General of them, 

Col. 2. 10. They are his Hoſt, alwates in 

a warlike poſture, with Chriſt in the 

Head of them, Zech, 1. 8. upon their 

Horſes, which notes readineſs to move, 

and ſpeed in motion : And as an Hoſt 

they are ſaid to pitch their tents round a- 

bout them that fear him 3 and are ina 
continual conflict with the evil Angels to 
prevent their deſigns in the behalf of 
Chriſt, whom they acknowledge as their 

Head by their worſhip of him *. Chriſt, ,., -. 
'orders them to take care to ſeal his Ser- 
vants 


220 A Diſcourſe of 

| vants in the foreheads, that they may be 
preſerved in the ſtorms which ſhall hap- 
pen in the World at the time of the ru- 
ine of the Romiſp Papacy, Revel, 7, 2, 3. 
An Angel comes that had the ſeal of the 
| living God (commiſſion of God) ſaying, . 
hurt not the earth, nor the ſea, nor the trees, 

till we have ſcaled the Servants of our God 
in the forebeaas. 

4.T he great ations which have been done 

in the World,or ſhall be done for the Church, 

are performed by them. Angels were ſent 

az exprelics by God with his great de- 
Dan. 7. , crees concerning the revolutions of 
16, times *. An Angel was ſent to Danzel 
mr. with the meilage of a Redeemer, and 
I heard a the cleareſt prophecy of Chriſt, which 
mans the Jews arc 10 able to anſwer to this 
which cal- day, which they moſt ſtartle at. Part of 
lkedand * the diſcovery of the Revelation to Joby, 
ſat p II) T 

| 2-1; which is2s a ſtanding Almanack to the 
| make this Charch, was made us by an Angel *, 
| 74% And when by the courle of time thoſe 
| HNACY- . . 

ſiimdthe turnings are to happen in the World,the 
| on Angels muſt have their ſhare of ſervice 
| or. 2. 10 them. The Trumpets are ſounded by 
| v2/. 10. * Angels, and the Vials which are filled 
at 4 Sal with the cauſes of ſuch alterations, are 
8.9. | poured 
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poured out by the hands of Angels. Some 
indeed by-the Angels there mentioned, 
underſtand the viſible inſtruments of re- 
formation, not excluding the Angels who 


are the inviſible Miniſters 1n the affairs of , Light 


the World *o foor. Tem- 
5.T hey engage in this work for the Church, ple. Chap- 


with delight, They a@as Gods Miniſters in 3. Þ. 


his providence with a unanimous conſent+. + Zzek. 


So that they perform their office with the A 
ſame ſwiftneſs,and with the ſameaffeQtion, ,,;,,, 


without emulation to go one before ano- were jon- 
| ea one to 


ther, which makes many aCions ſucceed i! 
among men 3 but they. go hand in hand. 
They do.it with affeQion; both in reſpe& 
ofthe kind diſpoſition of their natures,and 
as they are fe]low-members of the ſame 
body, for they are parts of the Church, 
and of the Heavenly Jeruſalem, Heb.12. 
22. Te are come to the Heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of Angels, 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt- born, and therefore a& out of affte&i- 
on to that which is a part of their body, 
as wel] as out of obedience to their head. 
They do it 1n reſpect of their own im- 
provement too, and increaſe of their 
knowledg (which is the deſire of all in- 
telletual 


another. 
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tellectual Creatures.) For they compleat 
their underſtandings by the fight of the 
methods of infinite wiſdom in theperſeQ- 
ing his gracious deſigns. And it is Gods 
1ntent that they ſhoulda grow inthe know- 
ledge of his great myſtery by their em- 
ployment, Eph. 3. 106. To the intent that 
row unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenlyplaces might be known by the church 
the manifold wiſdom of God, 3. e. By the 
gracious works of God towards the 
Church, and in the behalf of it, for the 

ſecurity and growth of the Church, and 
in the execntions of thoſe decrees which 
as inſtruments they are imployed in. For 
I do not underſtand, how it can be meant 
ofthe knowledgeof Chriſt, for ofthat they 
know more than the Church below can 
acquaint them with 5 for withour queſtt- 
on they have a clear inſight into the offi- 
ces of Chriſt who 1s their Head, and 
whom they are ordered to worſhip. They 
underſtand the aim of his death, and re- 
ſurre&ion, and can better explain the 
dark predictions of Scripture, than pur- 
blind man can, But by 'obſerving the 

Methods which God uſes in the accom- 


pliſhment of them, they become more 
| intelligent 
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intelligent, and commence Maſcers of 


knowledg in a higher degree, which it 1s 
probable 1s one reaſon of their Jjoy,when 
they ſee Gods infinite Wiſdom and Grace 
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in the converſion of a finner:without affe- - 


ion to them,: their employment about 
them, they could not rejoice ſo much. 


And their rejoicing in their firſt bringing 


in to God,argues their joy 1n allthetr em- 
ployments, which concerns their welfare. 


2. As all good things, ſo all bad things Secondh. 


are ordered by providence for the good of the 
charch. Thar which 1a its own nature 1s 
an injury, by Gods ordering puts on the 
nature of a mercy 3 and what 1s poyſon 
1n it ſclf, by the Almighty art becomes a 
Soveraign medicine. Are Gods diſpenſa- 
tions intheirown nature deſtrudive? that 
wiſe Phyſician knows how to make poy- 
ſons work the effect of purges. Are they 
{harp 2 It is to humble and purge the 
_ Church. As ſhadows ſerve to ſer out 
the pictures, ſo the darkeſt paſſages of 
providence are made by Gad to com» 
mend the beauty of thoſe glorious things 
he works for his Church : We may ſee 
this in, I. Bad perſons. As, 
1. The Devil. God manageth him bi 
Is 
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his own glory, and the ſtrengthning of 
| Believers +. The Devils defired to enter 
into the herd of ſwine, with an intent, 
probably, not only to deſtroy the ſwine, | 
but to incenſe the Gadareres apainſt him, 
out of whom they had been caſt, to do 
him ſome conſiderable miſchief. But 
what is the iflue? As they diſcover their. 
malice, ſo they inhance the value of 
Chriſts kindneſs to the diſtreiſed man, 
whom he had freed from this tyranny : 
Hereby alſo was the Law of God juſtified, 
in commanding the Jews to abſtain from 
Swines fleſh, which the Gadareres being 
Apoſtate Jews bad broken ; he magnified 
his own power in the routing ſucha num- 
ber of unclean Spirits, which had not 
been ſo conſpicuous in the turning them 
out of one man, had not this regiment 

diſcoveed themſelves among the Swine, 
and brought ſuch a lofs upon the Gada- 
renes; Whereby as they ſhewed their own 
ſtrength and malice, ſo they diſcovered 
occaſionally the oreatneſs of Chrilts cha- 
rity, and his power over them 3 ſo that 
in granting the malicious petition of this 
exaſperated Legion, the Law of God1s 
juſtified, our Saviours love glorified, his 
power 
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manifeſted , 


power 
laid for the oaining Profelytes in that 
Country, (to which purpoſe he left the 


man he had cured *,) 


malice of the Devil agai{t Job hath ren- 
dred him a ſtanding miracle of patience 
for ever. They are the rulers of the dark- 


refs if this world *, no: of the light of * By. 6, 


the World ; they are the rulers of the ** 
wicked, and the ſcullionsof the Saints 
to ſcour and cleanſe them. They are the 
rulers of the World, but ſubordinateto 
ſerve the providence of God; wherein 
God declarcs his wiſdom by ſerving him- 
{elf of the worſt of his En-mies. The 
Devil thought hehad brought a total de- 
ſiraction upon mankiad, when he per. 
iwaded our firſt Parents to eat of the tor- 
bidden fruit ; but the only wiſe God or- 
dered 1t to bring about a greater glory 
to himſelf, and a more firm ſtabi lity to 
his people, 1n introducing an everlaſting 
covenant which could nat be broken, 


Q_ and 


and a foundation 


and to {trengthen 
the faith of thouſe poor Felievers which 
then followed him, God makes u'e of 
the Deovils by the Soveraigaty of provi- 
dence, to bring about eds unknown to 
themſelves for all their wiſdom. The 
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and eſtabliſhing their happineſs upon ſu- 
rer terms than it was fettled in Paradiſe, 
And afterwards in filling the heart of Jz- 
das to betray Chriſt, and the hearts of 
the Fews to crucifie him. Even by that 
way whereby he thought to hinder the 
good of mankind, he occaſionally pro- 
motes their perpetual redemption. And 
Ido not much queſtion but thoſe very 
principles which the Devil had diſtilled 
into the gentile World of ſhedding hu- 
man blood in ſacrifices for exptation of 
guilt 3 andthe Gods converſing with men 
in hum:ne ſhapes,and the imagination of 
the interceſtion of Demons for them;the 
firſt out of rage againſt mankind,andboth 
that and the other to induce them to Ido- 
latry,might facilitate theentertainment of 
Chriſt as the great expiatory ſacrifice,and 
the receiving of him as the Son of God, 
though 1n aa humane ſhape, and the be- 
licfof his interceſton. God over-reach- 
es the Devil, and makes him inſtrumen- 
tal for good, where he deſigns hurt and 
miſchief, 

2. Wicked men. All the wickedia the 
mid(t of the Church are for the good cf 


it, etther for the exerciſe of their grace, 
or 
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or ſecurity of their perſons, or intereſt, 
Pro. 16. 7. Whet: a tans ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he will make his enemies to be & 
peace with him. Sometimes he will incline 
their hearts intemiovally to favour, or 
order even their aftions againſt them to 
procure their peace, contrary to their 
intentions. Sometimes God makes then 
his Sword to cut his people, ſometimes 
Phyfick to purge them, ſometimes Fire 
to melt and refine them, ſometime hedges 
to preſerve them, ſometimes a ranſom to - 
redeem them *, A Traveller makes uſe *r, 76.71, 
of the mettle of a head- ſtrong Horſe to 
carry him to his journeys end; That 
wind which would overturn a little Boar, 
the skifful Pilot makes uſe of to drive his 
Ship into the Harbour, and the Hul- 
bandman to cleanſe his Corn from the , 
Chaff. Though the ends of the workers, 
viz. God and wicked men, are different, 
yet the end of the work is but one, which 
is ordered by Gods Soveraign pleaſure. 
It was promiſed in the promiſe of the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, Gez. 9. 27. God 
ſhall enlarge Japhet, and he ſhall dwell in 
the tents of * Sheew, and Canaan ſhall be his 
ſervant, God ſhall allure Japhet, the Gen- 
Q 2 tiles 
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tiles of Eryope to dwell 1n the tents of 
S: cr, and Canaan the head of the curſed 
po{terity, ſhali be Servants to the Church 

efide thcir will, and ſometimes againſt 
it by an over-ruling hayud. And Chriſt 
zath bought them to be his Servants , 
2 Pct. 2. 1, denying the Lord that bought 
bem, and tacrefore hath the diſpoling of 
them, whether they voluntarily give up 
themſelves to him or no. He 1s a Lord 
by purci.aſe over them, who own him 
Not as a Saviour. The hatred of the 
Churches enemies ſometimes conduceth 
more to her good, than the affetions of 
all her worldly Friends. Now this ap» 
PCars, | 

i. Is furthering the Goſp:l. The Jews, 

who ſpeak not ot Chritt among them- 
{-lves, but with opprobrious terms, have 
been the exaCt preſervers of the Old 
Teſtament, even to the very number of 
the letters ; wi eretn Chinltians have fut- 
ficient to confirm them 1n the belief of- 
Chriſts being the Azeſſzah, and unanſwe- 
rable argumenis agatu t rhetradverſaries; 
Whereupon St eAuſiin terms them cap- 


farions Excl fig, \uch that carry the Books 


of the Children of great men after them 
to 
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'to School. When the Authority of the 
Revelation was anciently queſtioned, the 
Church of Roxze was inſtrumental to keep 
it jn the number of the Canonical books, 
not thinking they ſhould find their own 
Church ſo plainly Deciphered in it,to be 
the mother of abominations. To this we 
may refer the ation of Ptolemr Phila- 
delpbus King of Egypt, in cauſing the 
Scripture to be tranſlated about three 
hundred years before the coming of 
Chriſt ; through which the Nations FRY 
might better diſcern (as it were through Fol. p.62. 
a proſpective glaſs) the new ſtar of Jacob 
which was ſhortlv to ariſe : No doubt 
but many of the Geztiles by comparing 
the old Scripture Prophecies , which 
they now could read in the Greek Jan» 
guage, might be more eaſily induc:d to 

_ an embracing the Goſpel, and acknow- 

ledging Chrilt to be the 24:/jr25, when 

It came to be divulged among them. He- ' 

rod 1s the cauſe of the coniultatioa about 

tie placc of Chriſts birth; not for any 

good- will he had to him, wham hc 1o- 

tended to murther, but God makes uſe 
{ this to clear uo the truth of the pro- 

phecy coacerning Bethlehem, the plage 
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of his birth; Mat 2. 3, 6. Out of thee 
(hall come a governcir that ſhall rule my 
Jeople Iſrael. And they certainly were 
not very good, wi preained Chriſt out 
of envy, and propagated the Goſpel, 
wherein Par} rejoyced, not in their fin, 
but 1n the providential fruit of it, phzL. 
T. 15, 18. Some indeed preach Chriſt even 
of envy and ſirife, what then / Notwith- 
ſtanding very way, whether in pretence 
or truth, Christ is preached, aud 1 therein 
Us rejozce, yea, and will rejozce.. 
2. 11 Jarthering thetes poralg 200d of the 
Church 3 
JT. ts is preſervation. Wicked men 

are often ſerviceable ro the Church, as 
the filthy Raven was to holy Elijah, Or 
as the Lyon which would haye devoured 
$2npſos, is alivre-houlte to provide him 
food ; for ia his hunger he finds a table 
ſpread | in the belly of his Enemy. pha- 
roab;'s' deſign was to Gtftroy Ur ech, 'and 
the Daughter of that irreconcilable E- 
nemy, is direted by Ged to picſervez 
240/es, who was 10 be the ruine of her fa« 
mily, the deſtruQtion of the Fg 1ptiaz glo- 
Ty, and the [Deliverer of the Church. She 
laves him gut of che riry and God out af a 
645 7 #7 wd wie 
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wiſe deſign ; She by his Education 1n the 
Egyptian learning, fits him for the Court, 
and God for the deliverance of his 
Church. Egypt had corn to relieve firſt 
Abraham *, afterward Jacob ta a time 
of famiae 3 the only family wherein the 
Church of God was then bound up. 
Herod lies in wait for Chriſts deſtruction; 
and Egypt, the moſt Idolatrous Country 
in the world, and an ancient Enemy to 
Gods Church, affords him ſhelter. God 
makes Moab to hide his out-caſts, and be 
their covert from the face of the ſpoiler *, "14. 
Some think, Gods deſign in ſending Jo- a: 
* zah to Nineveh, to work fo remarkable 
a change by repentance, was to ſoften 
ſome of their hearts, and the hearts of 
their polterity to deal-more tenderlywith 
thoſe gracious [ſraclites, wito 1n the caps 
tivity of the ten Tribes, ſome years after, 
ſhould be their gueſts, God making 
thereby proviſion for his owa people in 
that common judgment which ſhould 
come upon the Nation. This God doth 
ſometimes by reviving the law of Na- 
ture, and the common ſentiments of Re- 
ligtonin the hearts of natural men;where- 
by their owa conſciences bearing witneſs 
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to the innocency and excellency of the 
Church ©&f God,put them upon thoughts 
for its ſecurity. Scmetimes it 18 above 
their own Sphere, znd beſides their own 
intentions, The Whale which ſwallow- 
ed Jonah, intended him as a morſel ro 
quell his hunger, but proves his ſecurity, 
and diſporgeth him upon the ſhore 2 
They underſtand their own aim. but not 
the delign of God. The Leech that ſucks 
the Patients blood, knows not the Chy- 
rurgions deſign, who ueth it for the 

cure of a difeaſe. Sometimes their rage 
proves their wn rutne, and theChurches 
lafety:as the Leech burſts'ir ſelf ſometimes, 
and lavcs was paticnt. The very Earth, 
whereby is meant the carnal world, 1s faid 
tg hs 1p t fe Wome 1 the Church by ſwal- 
lewing up the flood which the Dragon 


caſts ont of his mouth againſt her *. Jult as 


the old rag; were the -nftuments where- 
by J-rewiab was drawn out of the Dun- 
2 EQ 

. Ins the A ent of the Church, 
or 7: r/ous eminent. Abner had a Plot 
for bringing [ſrazl to Davids Scepter, 
which concurred both with Gods PUTI- 
poſe an nd promilcs, but pru ng fiom an 
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311 cauſe, a diſdain to be checked by I16- 
boſheth, though his King, for an unjuſtt- 
- fable a&t,for having too wuch familiart- 
ty with one of Saxls Concubincs +. And + 2 Sam. 
from this animoſi:y he contrives the de 4 & 750, 
poſing of 1Þboſheth and the cxaltation of 

David, yet diſſembles the ground, and 
pretends the promiſe of God to David,v. 
18. For the Lord hath ſpoken of David, By 
the hand of my ſervant David I mill ſave 
my people ljrael out of the hand of the Phie 
liſtines. He 1s the ſ1r{t Engine that moves 
in this buſineſ-, and by him and his cor- 
reſpondents after his death, z. 17. the 
bufineſs is brought about by Gods over- 
ruling hand, wherein Gods promiſe 'is 
accompliſhed, and David a type of 
Chriſt, and the great Champion for the 
Church againſt its enemies round about, 
is advanced. Very remarkable 1s the 
advancement of Z4ord:caz, in order: to 
the advancing the Jews as well as pre- 
ſerving them, when the necks of all the 
viſible Church God had in the World, 
Werc upon the block. Haman ignorant- 
ly ts the cauſe of this preferment of Mor- 
drcai, and at that time roo, when he 
came to petition tor his death, Efther 6. 4. 
+ rt Hs 
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He was come to ſpeak to the king to hang 

Mordecai upon tie gallows , which be had 
| Prepared for hizz ; The King asks him, 
what ſhould be done to the man whom 
the King delights to honour, v. 16. He 
imagineth that the Kings queſtion did re- 
ſpect himſelf, lays out a Scheme of what 
honour he was ambitious of, v. 8, 9.which 
was by the King defigned for Mordecaj, 
and Hamar: made the Herald to proclaim 
him: Here Hamar, not only a wicked 
man in himſelf, but the greateſt Enemy 
Mord:cai and the whole Church of God 
had, is made unwittingly an inſtrument 
to cxalc Mordecaz, and in him the whole 
Church of God. 

2. Incnriching the Church, or ſome per- 
ſons in it, whercby it may become more ſer- 
viceable to God, How wonderful was it, 
that when the 7[raelites were abomina- 
ted by the Eg3pizans, God ſhould fo or- 
der their hcarts,that the Fg3ptians ſhould 
lend them Gold and Jewels *, and difmils 
them with wealth as well as ſafety ; and 
not ſo much as one perſon moleſt them, 
till they arrived at the Red Sea? The 
very gain and honour of the Enemies 
is ſvmetimss coecrated to the Lord 
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of the whole Earth, A47cah 4. 13. Ariſe 
and threſh, oh daughter of Sion, 1 will make 
thy born Iron, and thou ſhut beat in pieces 
many people, and I will conſecrate their 
gain unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance to 
the Lord of the whole earth : This was 
when manyNations were gathered agalnſt 
Son, v. 11. The wealth of the Sinner is 
laid up for the juſt, Pro. 23. 22. And 
God ſometimes makes the wicked uawit- 
tingly to themſelves, in their carking, be 
the faftors for good men, into whoſe 
lap providence pours the fruit of their 
labour. God gave Cyrys the ſpoils of 
Babiloz, and the treaſures of Crews, ta 
enable him to furniſh the Jews with ma- 


terials for building the Temple, T/a.45. 3o5 = IP 


4 and I will givethee the treaſure of dark-* 
zeſs, and hidden riches of ſecret, places, 
({peaking of Cyras)that thou mayes know, 
that Tthe Ls which call thee by th y 24me, 
arm the Godof Iſrael, for Jacob my ſervants 
fake, ec. That he: might acknowledge 
him the God of //rael, and lay his wealth 
out in the ſeryice of God, and the ſer- 
vice of Jacob his ſervant. 
. 2-As bad perſons, ſo bad things are ors 
aered io the $000 of Floe cl urch, whether 
BE they ; 


* Gen. 
21. I, 


236 A Diſcourſe of 


they be ſrſul evils, or afffi@ive. 
1. Sz. | | | 
I. A mans own ſin: Oneſtms runs from 
his Miſter, and finds a ſpiritual Father 
his betag a runnagate, 1s the occaſion of 
his being a convert. By flying from hi; 
Maſter, he become* a Brother in the 
Lord *, What Joſeph's brethren finfully 
intended for revenge againſt their bro- 
ther, and ſecurity from their Fathers 
chocks, ( who acquainted Jacob with 
their miſcarriages ) Gud ordered for the 
preſervation of them who were the only 
vitible Church in the World, Their fin 
agiinſt their Brother contrary both to 
their intentions aad expetations, became 
the means of their ſafety. God makes 
the r:mainders cf fin ina good man, an 
occaliggato exerciſe his grace, diſcover 
his ſtrength.and ſhew his loyalty to God. 
2. Miber mens {/ns. That might be 10 
Sarab but a heady paſtion, for hearing 
her Son m'ckzd Ry I/omael, that made 
her {9 deſirous to have the bondwoman 
and her fon thruſt ou: *, but God 
makes uſe of it to make a ſeparation be- 
tween /'a:c the hr of the Covenant, 
and ip-4cl, that he might not be cor- 
_ rupted 
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rupted by any evil exemple from him : 

God orders Abraham to bearken toher 

. voice, becauſe in [ſac his ſeed ſhould 

be called . And the revengetu] threat- «,,. 
ning of Eſax was the occaſion of Jacob's 
fight, whereby he was hindred from mar- 

rying with any of the people of the 

Land by whom h< might have been indu- 

ced to Idolatry *. Why ſhould we mif- * Gez. 2: 
truſt that God that can make uſe of the 7: 3: 46: 

Luſts of men to bring about his own gra- 
cious purpoſes ? 

2. Commotions in the World. There 
1s the eye of God, that eye which runs 
to and fro throughout the whole Earth 
in the Wheels of worldly motions, even 
in the moſt dreadful providences in the 
World, that ſtare upon men with a grim 
countenance *, All the overturnings in * Fzek. x. 
the World a;ze ſubſervient to the Chur- 15 * er 
ches intereſt, though they are not viſibly j,,,8* 
ſo, unleſs diligently attended *. God areadful, 
orders the confuſtons of the world, and _ _ 
pring peg of the tumults of the peo- were Full 
ple, Pſl. 29, 1c, It. The Lord ſets upon 9 95 
the flood. yea the Lo:d its K ng = _ —_ 
the Lord will give ſtrength #0 his pe: ple, vel. 13. 
the Lord will blejs his people with peace.He 177+ 
fits 


—_— 


4 
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fits upon the flood as a Charioteer in his 
Chariot, guiding it with holy and mer. 


 ciful intentions to his people, to give 


them both ſtrengthand peace in the mid(t 
of them, and as the iſſue of them. By 
Water and Floods is frequently meant ty- 
mults and confufions in the World. If it 
were not ſo, why would our Saviour 
encourage his Diſciples and all their Suc- 


ceſſors in the ſame profeſiion, to lift up 
their heads when they hear of wars, if 
their redemption * were not deſigned by 


25 26,27, God in them ? they are all teftimonics of 


the nearer approaches of Chriſtin power 
andplory to judge the Earth,and gloritie 
his people. Gods great end in the ſhak. 
ing of Nations, is the performing thoſe 
gracious promiſes to his Church which 
yet remain unaccompliſht : Theſe earth- 
quakes in the world, will bring Heaven 
to the Church. The great revolutions 
in the Eaſtern part of the world, the ru- 
ine of the Babylonwian Empire, the erect- 
ing the Perſian, andal] the means where- 
by it was brought about, God ordered, 
God foretold, God dire&ed for Facovs 
ſervice. Cyrus led by ambition, levies 


an army againſt Eabyloz ; yet though he 
Was 
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$48 a ravenous Bird, he was to execute 
the Counſel of God, Tſz. 46. 11. calling 4 
ravenons bird from the caſt, the man that 
executeth my Connſel, to be an inſtrument 


239 


for the delivery of the captiv'd Jews,and 


the reſtorer of the ruin'd Temple. He 
had called him out by name to make a 
great revolution of the World. He fore- 
told by his Prophet [ſaiah many years be- 
fore, the means he ſhould uſe in the fiege 
of Babylon to attain the victory , the 
very dividing Faphrates, which was the 
great confidence oftheBabylonians Iſa 44- 
27. that ſay to the deep, be dry, and 1 wil 
dry up the rivers ; whereby it was as it 
vzere dried up for them to -paſs over the 
very opening of the gates, I/z. 45, 1. 
and the gates ſhall not be ſhut 5 the Baby- 
lonians 1n a preſumptuous ſecurity had 
left them open, thinking it impoſſible 
the City could be taken, becauſe of the 
River Euphrates, 1 will go before thee,cnd 
make the crooked places ſiraight; and what 
was the end of that great revolution and 
motion in that part of the World ? See 
Iſa. 45. 4. For Jacob my ſervants ſake,and 
Iſracl mine cle&#, I have even called thee 
by thy name: This prophecy was when Je- 

ruſalen 
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rauſalem and the Temple were ſtanding: 
God caſts about long before his people 
nceds, for their welfare in the great revo- 
lutions and changes of the World. In 7/7, 
44. 28. that ſaith of Cyrus, he is my (hep- 
herd, and ſhailperform all my pleaſure, e- 
ven ſaying to Jeruſalem,thou ſhalt be built, 
and to the temple, thy foundation ſhall be 
laid. Cyrus had no knowledge of this 
end of God ; though thou haſt not known 
me, Iſt. 45. 4, 5. twice repeated. Cyrus 
did not know God, neither did he know 
Gods end ; he a&s his own purpoſes, and 
is ated by God to higher purpoſes than 
he underſtood. In all the liftings of Na- 
tions, and fitting the Church among the 
Nations, as Corn is ſifted 1n a Steve, "God 
deſigns not the deſtruction of his people, 
but the cleanſing them, the ſeparating 
the lower from the bran. 
3: De/irogiue judgments, yea.avdithewiryy 
carſes ſomeiime! are turned into blejji gs. 
Deſiroying judgments. Tae celolation 
of the Jews was not only 1n order tothe 
fulfilling Gods truth in his threatnings, 
but aſefal for the great Goſpel deſign 3 
the fall of the Jews was the calling of the 
Gentiles, Rom. 11. II, 12, {rough their 


full 
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fall Sdlvation is come unto the Gentiles : 

And alſo their fall and difÞ:rfton among 

the Gentiles, was propheſted of as the 

occaſion of thcir return tro God, Exzeh: 

20. 36, 37. Like as Ipleaded with your Fa- 

thers in the Wilderneſs, ſo will I plead with 

you,and cauſe you to paſs under the rod, and 

bring you into the bond of the Covenants 

when they are in the Wilderneſs of Caps 

tivity, then God ſhall plead with them, 

and make them to paſs under the rod of 

propriety, and bring. them 1nto Cove- 

nant, The like alſo is propheſied of 

that Captivity of the ten Tribes to this 

day not known where they are, Hof. 2. 

I4. The time of Gods ſpeaking kindly 

to her, ſhould be in the Wilderneſs. * 5**- 

and then I will give her the valley of Achor Coed bs 

for a door of hope. Noqueſtion but God thes- 4n- 

hath performed his promile, and brought 5 7 gl | 

many of the poſterity of the ten Tribe+ 1,4 :heir 

into the Church, among the Maſs of the w74t', for 

Gentizes, among whom they were di {;,,,;. x 

ſperſed. will de- 
Curſes, ſometimes as God orders them. — 

prove bleffings, The curſe of infpir'd 114 ſear- 

Jacob upon Levi *, was ' the advantage ?er them 

both of Levz and the [ſraclites 3 that they ® I" 

R 


WCEIiEe 


Y As 

15. 36, 
37, 38, 
39, &c. 
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were diſpcrled among the ſeveral Tribes 


without any univerſal cohabitation as | 


the reſt, was a curſe: But that they 
ſhouid bethe inſtructiors of the people in 
the matters of the Law, was an honour 
God put upon the head of that Tribe, and 
a publick bleſhing to the people. 

4. Diviſions in the Church. One would 
think this of all other things ſhould 
{hike the foundation of it; yet God or- 
ders ev ntheſeto the good of the Church, 
Pax! and Barnabas, two great Apoſtles, 
fell out *. the contention comes to be 
very ſharp, a thing naturally of very ill © 
conſequence, in two of the prime guides | 
of Chriſtianity, and at the laying:the firſt 
foundation of it 3 but the Goſpel gains 
ground : One fails to Cyprus, and the 0- 
t-er travels into Syria. Perhaps had not 
this quarrel been between them, and they 
thus. disjoynted from one another, ſome 
of thoſe poor Souls had never, or at 
leat not fo ſoon heard of -the Goſpel: 
mercy. 

s- Perſecutions. Theſenaturally tend 
to the ditiolution and utter extirpation 
of it, but God orders them otherwile. 
God doth often lay the Scene of his ama- 

Zing 


— 
—_— 
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zing providences in very diſmal afflictr- 
ons : As the Limner firſt puts on the 
dusky colours, on which he intends to 
draw the portraiture of ſome illuſtrious 
beauty. The Oppreſſion ot 1/rac/imme- 
diately before theif Delivetance, was the 
dusky colour whereupon God drew thoſe 
gracious lines cf their Salvation from &- 
gypt, the pattern of all the after Deitve- 
rances of the Church in all Ages, and a 
Type of our Spiritual Redemption by 
Chriſt. The Humiliation, Perſecution 
and Death of the Son of God, was the 
dusky colour upon which God drew that 
amazing piece of Divine Love and Wil- 
dom 1n mans ſalvation, which the eyes of 
Saints and Angels will be fix'd on with 
raviſhing admirations to all Eternity, 
All Aﬀicions in the World, which God 
doth exerciſe the Church with, are parts 
of his Providence, and like mournful 
Notes in Muſick, which make the melo- 
dy of the Tune mote pleaſant, and ſet 
off thoſe ſweeter Aires which follow up- 
on them. Afiictions here, caufe the 
joys of Heaven to appear more glorious 
inthe eyes of glorified Saints, The Per- 
ſecutions of the Martyrs did but highten 
| Re. their 


—_ a. as. a 
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their Graces, ſend them to the place of 
Reſt, and enlarge their Robes of Glory. 
God many times faves his People by ſuf: 
ferings, and brings them to the ſhore up- 
on the planks of a broken ſhip, and 
makes that which was the occaſion of 
their loſs, to be a means of their, ſafety : 
they ſometimes evidence that which they 
would deſtroy. Herods Murdering the 
Children to deſtroy him that was born 
King of the Jews, made his Birth more 
Conſpicuousin the World : Snuffing the 
Candle makes it burn the clearer. 

They ſometimes make, 

I. To the improvement of the Church. 
One of the ſoreſt Judgments God 
brought upon the Jew;fþ Church, is ex: 
preſly afſerted by God to be for their 
good; Jer. 24. 5. ſpeaking of the Cap- 
tiv'd Jews, Whom I have ſent out of this 
placernto the Land of the Chaldeans for their 
good. The Chaldeans had over-run their 
Land, carried them Captives, made them 
Slaves, deſtroyed the Temple 5 yet God 
tells them this was for their good 3 when 
there was no preſent appearance of any 
good in it. It ſhould be good in reſped 
of Gods Favour towards them, which 

| retired 
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retired to return with the greater force ; 
ver. 6, [ will ſet mine ezes upon them for 
good, |] will build them and not pull thens 


down >: God would pive them a more. 
durable ſettlement. In reſpect allo of 


that frame of heart they ſhould have to- 
ward God; their knowledg of him, 
and cleaving to him: ver. 7. [will give 
them a heart to know me, and they ſhall re- 
tnrn to me with their whole heart : God 
* had but a moiety of their hearts before, 
but then he ſhould have the whole. And 
indeed it was remarkably for thetr good; 
for they who before were addicted to 
Idolatry, were never guilty of the ſame 
fin after : And God kept them from be- 
ing drawn awayto it by the example and 
ſolicitation of thoſe among whom they 
were. Thc Church grows by tears, and 
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withers by ſmiles. Gods Vine thrives . 


the better for pruning. God makes our 
Perfecutions fit us for that for which we 


are perſecuted. As Saul by his perſecu- - 


tion of David for the Title God had gi- 
ven him to the Kingdom, made him fit- 
ter to ſucceed him 1n the Throne, and 
| manage the Government. God uſes per- 
ſecutors as lances, which whiles they 

R 2 _ wourd 
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wound us, let out the p.irulent and op- 
preſſitve matter; and make«s them 1nſtru- 
ments of his Providence to work out his 
Peoples Happineſs, and thus makes the 
very wrath of man to be an. occaſion of 
his Peoples Praiſe ;. Pſal. 76. 10. The 
wwath of man ſhall praiſe thee. God doth 
in this as a Father deals with his Son, ſends 
him to a ſharp ſchool, that he may be 
Trained up in Learaing. 

2. In the increaſe of the church. The 
Jews Crucified our Saviour to diminiſh 
the multitude of his followers, and by 
this means the number 1s 1ncreaſed. 
The whole World runs after him by 
that means they uſed to ſtop their 
Courſe ; which Chriſt fore told, that 
when he was lified up, he ſhould draw 
all men after him 3 And that a grain of 
Corn brings not forth more leed, unlel; 
it be caſt into the ground, and dye. 

I. Inthe increaſe of it within its own 
bounds. When the 1ſraclites were molt 
opprelt in Ezypt, the more they multi- 
: plied + When the Dragons fury did 
moſt fwell 2gainſt the Woman , ſhe 
\,. brought forth a Man-child f. When 


© the Roma Expire was at the RO, 
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nad was moſt enflam'd with. Anger a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians : Whea the Learn- 
ing of the Philoſophers, the Witchcrafts 
of Hereticks, the Power of the Empe- 
rors, aad the Strength of the whole 
World was ſet againſt ther, the Chriſti. 
ans grew more flouriſhing and unmerous 
by thoſe very means which were uſed to 
deſtroy them. Not only a new ſucceſli- 
on of Saints ſprung up from the Martyrs 
Aſhes, but their Flames were the occaſi- 
onof warming ſome ſo much with a hea- 
yenly fire, that ſome perſecutors have 
become Preachers. Their very bonds 
tor the Truth have ſometimes a ſeminal 
Vertue in them to beget men to Faith in 
Chriſt. Ph3;l. 1. 12. The things which 
have happened unto me, have fallen out ra- 
ther to the ſurtherance of the goſp-1. 

2. In the increaſe of it in other parts. 
Pauls Priſon made his. Preaching Fa- 
mous in Rowe, and was an occaſion of 


bringing Chriſtianity into Nero's Court, « 
.< Phil. 1. 


that Monſter of Mankind * ; one might 
have looked for Saints in Hell as ſoon : 


2 


47 


his bonds were as great a confirmation of Phil42z 


the Truth of his DoGrine, as his Elos 
quence. Whea $azl made havo: :k of the 
R 4 Church, 
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Church, and by that ſtorm diſperſed the 
Chriſtians, they like ſo many grains of 
Corn ſcattere( in ſerveral parts of a'grea- 
ter Ficld, Proves the greater Harveſt. 
Ads 8.3, 4. therefore they that were ſcat- 
tered abroad, went every where preaching the 
IVerd. As Clouds ſcattered by the Winds, 
they Rain'd down the Goſpel in ſeveral 
Quarters, The Jews when ſcattered in 
their ſeveral flights, did ſcatter among 
the Heathen the Notions of the true Re- 
ligion. When they ſhall go down to E- 
g3þt to ſecure themſelves from Serache- 
ribs Tnvalion, they (hall be a means to 
make many Converts among that Idola- 
trons Nation. Jfz. 19. 18. In that day 
( the day ofthe Fews Trouble ) ſhll fire 
Cities in the land of Egypt ſpeak the Lans 
guage of Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord of 
boſts ; {oy one expounds it, but I rather 
think it meantof the times of the Goſpel, 
The flight of the 1ſrazlites ſhall be the | 
occaſion of ſome Fg yptians Converſion. 
A poor Slave in Nzzmans Family was af 
pccafion Þþoth of the cure of his Body, 
and of thar of his Soul ; 2 Kires 5. 2, 2, 
i7. So much for the firſt Reaſon, drawn 
from a an enmmeration of things. 

3. Rea” 
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2. Reaſon ; To prove that all Provi- Second) 


dence is for the good of the Church is, 
Becanſe God hath ſometimes preferred Mer- 
cy to the Church, and Care of it, above his 
own concernments of Juſtice, He values 
his mercy to them, above his Jultice vu 

on his Enemies. He conſults their ſafety 
before he brings ruin upon the Wicked, 
whoſe ſins are full. He firſt prepared 
the ark for Noah, and ſees him lodged in 
it, before he begins to ſhowr down de- 
ſtruction upon the World. He hath 
ſometimes puniſhed a Nation more for 
their Offences againſt his People, than 
their Sins againſt himſelf. Amralek was 
guilty of many Idolatries and other fins 
againſt God ; but God chargeth none of 
them upon them, but their malicious hin- 
dring the Iſraelites in their March to Ca- 
24a”, 1 Sam. 15. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord 
of HoSts, I remember that which Amalek 
did to Iſrael, how he laid wait for him in 
the way when he came up from Egypt. He 
ſhews his love to them,and how much he 
values them, that when he is ating Ju- 
ſtice, and pouring out his Wrath, when 
he is (as it were ) cutting and (laſhingon 
2!) ſides, and 1s in fury with wicked Men, 
SD - 
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he hath aothing but ſweetneſs and ten- 
derneſs towards his own. Amos 9.9,10, 
in the ſifting of 1/rae/ and the Nations, 
Not the leaſt grain ſhall fall upon the earth. 
AII the ſimners of my people ſhall dye by the 
ſword. While he thunders out his Fury 
upon wicked Men, he hath his Eyes up- 
ontheleaſt grain of the true Iſrael. What 
would it be for God, when he is raifing 
the Glory of his Juſtice upon the People 
that have provoked him, not to regard 
the conceraments of this, or that, or ma- 
ny ſincere Souls, but put no ſtop to his 
Fury ? Yet he doth, not a grain ſhall pe- 
riſh. He is more deſirous to hear of the 
preſervation and welfare of a few Righ- 


reous, than of the juſt Puniſhment of the 


Wicked wherein his Juſtice is gloriouſly 
tatereſſed, The Man cloathed with Lin- 
nen, that was to mark the Mourners, re- 
turn'd to God, and gave an account that 
he had done according to his Command; 
* the other five, which were to kill, re- 
turned not to give any account of ther 
ſevere and ſharp proceeding. The An- 
gels that held the four Winds of the 
Earth, Rev. 7. 1. which ſome underſtand 


of Wars and Commotions 1n the TR | 
or 
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for the overthrow of the Kowiſh power, 

were ordered not to let the Winds go, 

till the ſervants of God were ſealed in 

their Foreheads. 

| 3, Reaſon; God takes particular no- Thirdly. 
tice of the meaneſt of his people, and migh- 

tily condeſcends to them,much more of the 
Church, *Tis ſtrange to conſider, that the 
Scripture mentions none of thoſe great 
Potentates among the Heathen, but et- 

ther as they were inſtruments of his 
Peoples good, or executionrs of his Ju+ 

ſtice upoa them, or ſubjects of his Peo- 

ples Triumph. Cyras and Darizs are 
mentioned as their friends : Nebnchad- 
#eZZar,and Sexacherib,and others, asGods 
inſtrumeats in ſcourging them *. Che , , A 
dorlaomer and the other Kings with him g, ro. 
as they were the fubjedts of Abrahams 
Valour 2nd Triuwph. He takes no no- 
tice of the Names of any in his Word, 
but upon ſuch Accounts : Eyrxs and Ne- 
buchadnezzar had done, no doubt, many 
ations before, but none taken notice of 
but thoſe. But, he takes notice of the 
meaneſt wherein was Grace, and the 
meaneſt of their concerns and attions. 


tHe mer.tions 1n his Word Jacob's Flocks, LR 


Q*c. ercite. I 23. 


& Gen. 7. 
Gen. 8. 


* Gem. 7. 
7, 18. 


* Gen. 5, 


6,7,8,9. 
3c. 
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@&e. things of no great moment; the 
ations, ſpeeches, geltures of his People, 
to ſhew how his Providence wrought 
for them, and how much he is concern'd 
in the leaſt of their Afﬀairs. But the great 
Empires of the World , their Original 


_ and Progreſs, and the magnified Founders 


of them, he ſpeaks not of, but as they have 


ſome relation or other to his People. As 


we love to uſe the names of our Friends, 
ſo doth God love the relliſh of the names 
of his ſervants. ' The name of Noah is re- 
peated ſeveral] times, asthe Jews obſerve*. 
The Spirit of God loves the very men- 
tion of their names: he delights to dwell 
upon the Catalogue of their names. The 
Scripture uſes to reckon the Genealogies 
of wicked Mcn 10 ſhort charaers. Cazns 
Generation is numbred 1n haſte, as if God 
bad no carext all of thzm *, he puts them 
off with a kind of, e*c. Bur he inſiſts 
much upon-the Gzneration of the Godly, 
Seths Poſterity are written in a larger 
ſcroul!, and more legible hand *, with the 
numb:r of the years which they lived 3 
which in Cairs Poſterity there js no no- 


tice taken of, His whole ReſpeQ, his 
Heart, his Eye, his All is fixed upon 


them, 
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h em. And Chriſt bimſelf ſtands more 
aſtoniſhed, and wondring at the Faith of 
the Centurian, the importunity of the 
Canaanitiſh Woman 3 condeſcends tro 
tE-m to grant them what they would l 
have. You never find him taking notice 
of the Learning of the Rabbies, the 
Magnificence of Here/, or the glo:ious | 
Building of the Temple. See how con- 
deſcending God is, to work a Miracle 
for the ſupport and {uicagtiining of a 
weak Faith, and the peeviſh difizuftof 
his people. Gideon Faith was weak, yet 
how compaſſionate is God towards him * * Fades. 
in ordering . his Providence #©s Gideor 30 Se. 

, x a . . Hewould 
would have it, without uphraidino him ; be one 
juſt as a tender Mother cheriſhes a wezk time the | 
Child. And this Miracle was 1n orcer 0 pla wan. | 
the Churches Deliverance from a preſent crime wep. 
oppreſſive Enemy, Certainly when we o_ _, 
find God taking care, and ordering even —_ in 
the very Pins, Snuffers and Bafins of -/. 
the Temple, the place of his Worſhip, 
as well as the more ſtately Ornaments of 
it z we may ſay, doth his Care extend to 
the meaneſt Utenſils in his Temple, and 
not much more to the Worſhippers in 1t ? 


Doth he give order for the Candleſticks, 
and 
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and will he not have much more care of 
the lights 1n them 2 His care to the leaſt, 
implies his care of the greateſt too. In a 
building, the little ſtones muſt be well 
laid as well as the greateſt. Every Be- 
liever is a ſtone in the Spiritual building, 

4 Reaſon, God reveals often to his peo- 

le what he will do in the world, as if he 
ſeemed to ash, their advice; and thereforc 
ſurely all his providences ſhall work for 
their good. God would not ſurely ac- 
uaint them, and adviſe with them what 
he ſhould do, did he intend to do any 
thing to their hurt. There is not aiy thing 
1n the heart of Chrift wherein the Church 
is concerned, but he doth reveal it to 
them, Johr 15.5: 1 have called you friends; 


for all things [ have heard of my Father, 


have made known to you 5 he diſcovered 
all to them, the ends of his coming, his 
Fathers love, his death and re(urreGion; 
what he would do after his aſcenſion, the 
progreſs of his affairs, and the glory of 
Heaven, and the end of al}, Johz muſt 
be the Pen-man of the Revelation, which 
concerned the future ſtate of the Church 
in all ages, Joſeph muſt know the inter- 
pretation of dreams in order tq the Chur- 

ches 
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thes preſervation. Moſes muſt be ac- 
quainted with Gods methods 1n the 7jrae- 
lites deliverance, with the Egyptians ruine. 


Daniel muſt know the future ſtate of the 


Eaſtern parts of the world ; he muſt know 
the turnings of the times, and the end of 
the World. "Tis to Noah and none 
elſe, that he immediately diſcovers his 
intended deſtruftion of the World. And 
all thoſe revelations ended in his peoples 
advantage; nay,he doth not only reveal, 
but, as it were, conſult with him in his 
affairs. God doth as it were unboſom 
himſelf to Abrahazz, as one friend to ano- 
ther, as it were, adviſeth with him con- 
cerning his intention on Sodom, Gen. 10. 
17. And the Lord ſaid, fhall T hide from 
Abraham the thing which Ido? 3. e. 1 
will by no means do 1t,it will not confiſt 
with my Loveand Friendſhip to him, to 
hide any thing trom him. And ſee the 
reaſon of it,v.18. ſeeing that Abraham ſhall 
ſurely become a great and mighty nation, 


and all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſ- 


fed in him. It was firſt his great affeQion - 


to him, becauſe he had advanced him, 
and promiſed that a Mighty Nation ſhould 
ſpring out of his Loins. And he had not 
_ withheld 
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withheld from him the ſecrer of giving 
the Meſſzas, which was a univerſal blet- 
ſing, and ſo many ages were to run out 
before it was to be accompliſht ; he had 


diſcovered to him his ads of mercy, and 


therefore would not hide from him his 

acts of juſtice 3 he would know -his mind 

10 it, and what he thought of it. And 
youknow the (tory, how God regulated 

himſelf by Abraham's prayer, and denyed 

him nothing, till Abraham lefe off ſuing 

* Exod. any more.It would make one conjecture, 
32-4 that if Abraham had proceeded farther, 
the Lord he had quite diverted the judgment from 
pee” vodom. And when the Iſraelites had pro: 
| Thave Voked God by a Golden Calf, he would 
. ”' "gi not do any thing againſt them, till he had 
PF. conſulted Moſes, and therefore layes the 
hold it is whole caſe before him, and ſeeks to take 
«ff him off from pleading with the Lord,and 
people, promiſing to make of him a great Nation *, 
oo w_ and in ſuch terms, that one would won- 
me alone der at. Now therefore let me aloxe. As if 
that my God did fear Mzſes's interpolition would 
—-.. prevent him and diſſwade him from it. 
hoe a. Do not you ſtand in the way z my wrath 
gainſ will cool if you interpoſe your (clf ; as 
" much as to ſay, God could not do _ 

cls 
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| kf Moſes gave his confent ; Moſes would 
* not be quiet, bur pleads the providences 
of God which had been ail tor them, the 
promiſe of God made to Avrahan con- 
cerning them. And he would not leave, 
till God repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people, v. 14. 
It Angels, as Calvir ſaith, are Gods coun- 
ſellours in Heaven, Believers are ( as 1t 
were ) his Counſellors on Earth, 
5. God has givin the chorceſt thirgs he 
hith to hiv people, He hath given his Law. 
The Church is the Sphere wherein the 
light of the Goſpel is'fixed, and where- 
In it ſhines, from whence its beams do 
dart out to others. 1/2 2. 3. ont of Sion 
ſhall go forth the law. The oracles of God, 
the great things of the Law, as It is 
phraſed, Hoſez 8. 12. his Covenanr, 
and the counſel'of his will, are intruſted 
with the Church, Now this being a 
mercy which exceeds all other things in 
the World, 1s therefore comprehenſive 
of! all other, as the greater comprehends 
the leſſer. And: the P/almiſt conſiders it 
. 35 the top-ſtone of all bleſſings 3 for after 
ſumming up the_ Providences of God, he 
ſhews how God had diſtinguiſhed Jacob 
by more emineat marks of his favour. 


-Þ _ Pſeh. 
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P/al. 147. 29, 3o. He ſhews his word to Ja- 
cob,his ſtatutes and his judgments unto Iſra- 
el, he hath not dealt Jo with any Nation ; 
he bath nor left ſo rich a Legacy to any, | 
or given any ſo much of his heart. of 
| thers are ordered by the word of. his 
wer, ( for that is meant by word 1n by 
foregoing verſe); but Jacob hath the word 
of his grace too. And this being the 
choicelt piece of affefttion which God 
hath (hewn to the Church, implies the 
making 3) lefler providences fublervient 
to it. Tie Church, wherein God hath 
laid up his Goſpel, and thoſe Sou}s'which 
are as the Ark wharpic God hath depo- 
fited his Law, ſhajl be ſhadowed with 
the wings of his merciful providence; it 
a perpetual ſucceſiion of zl truebleflings 
All tt.e providences of God are to pre 
ſerve his Law in the World ; his ſeyex(t 
judgments are to quicken up tha 
oatiire 12 men that Kon 


the Law.-of his Goſpel n 7 $- _ 


der it. And he hag i TL | 

Church, and the hat 64 x5 
neſt, that (t1]l oe T5 (half WR 
ted : *'Tis galaT Thoogh, thao: I 
will ſpagageivieiſe, when he 
given tf | LB I; i 5:9 
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The Second thing. [r mf} needs be that Secondy. 
all providences are for the good ofthe Church. 

t. All the providexce of God is for the pp 
glorifying his grace in |Chriſt. The whole 
Occonomy or diſpenſation of the fulneſs 
of time to the larter ages of the World, 
is for the gathering 'all things cogether 
in him, Eph. 1. 10. that.in the diſpenſation 
of the ' fulneſs of time he might gather toge- 
ther in one all things in Chriſt; both which 
are in Heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him. In him a3/ their head, This: 
was the: deſign 1n_ all his-diſpenſations, 
both before his coming, and ſince, ever 
ſince the:promiſe*made toAdarm, though 
it be more-minifcſt in the latter Age. 

This the Apoſtle repreſents as the -main 
purpoſe'of God, v. 9. This: was the. my- 


_ ſtery of his:'will, which according to: his 


ak pleaſure he had purpoſed in himſelf, 


+ thats; ptorpoſed in himſelf, as a thing; 
E he was mightil} pieaſed with-z z and ver, 
” ex. CGichheh'- -orks all: things after,- or 


Th, puare according io the counſel of his own LON | 
wor of that purpoſe. which he had purpo- 


| fed | inhim(:lf, to.gather all things 1n one, 
{10 Chriſt. All the things that God adts, 


; are referred to this as their end, and or. 


S 3 deted 


—_ _— a ea———s 
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dered by this Counſcl as their rule. As it 
was the deſign of Gods providence to 
make way for Chriſts entrance into the 
World, and all the prophecies in the old 
Teſtament tended to the diſcovery of it; 
ſo ſince the coming of Chriſt, the end of 
all is to advance him in reſpect of his 
headſhip, Eph. 1.:22, 23. and hath put all 
things under his feet, and gave him 1o be 
the head over all things to the Church, which 
is his body, the fulneſs of him that fills all 
in all. God would advance Chriſt to the 
higheſt pitch, v. 2't. far: above all prinet- 
pality and power, both in this warld,and 
in the world to:come ; and there 1s (till 
a fulneſs wanting to Chriſt to compleat 
him, not only a perſonal fulneſs, but a ful- 
neſs belonging to him as a Head, whichis 
the advancement God deſigns him. He 
is already advanced above all principa- 
lity and power. | He is already given as 
a Head to the Church ; but the com- 
pleatneſs of it is nottill allhis members be 
perfected, to which all.his providences in 
the world doth ultimately tend : There- 
fore if the deſign of God be to honour 
Chriſt, and if the» ſpiritual happineſs of 


the Church be part of chat Glory and 
"23> Yo Fulneſs 
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fuloeſs of Chriſt, it muſt needs be carrt- 
ed on by God, elfe he will want part of 
his compleatne(ſs as a Head: But this 
ſhall not be wanting, fince, as all things 
are ſquared according to that Cornſel of 
glorifying Chriſt as Head,ſo all things are 
acted for believers by that power where- 
by he raiſed Chriſt from the grave to be 
their Head, which power 1s the Copy ac- 
cording to which all acts which reſpe@ the 
Church, are framed, wv 19. and what 3s 
the exceeding greatneſs of his power fo us- 
ward, who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, which he w-ought in 
(i-riit when he raiſed him up from the dead. 
God intended. the good of the Church 
in this very aCt of glorifying Chriſt, for 
he is made' the ktead over all things to the 
Church, As 1t. God then had preſcribed 
him that order, that the glory he gave 
him ſhould be alſo managed for the Chur- 
ches intereſt, Chriſt is Lord of the reſt 
of the World, but Head of the Church: 
All things are under his feet, but are not 
his members 3 He is Head over all things 
to the Church, and therefore to every 
member of the Church, the leaſt as well 
asthe greateſt ; and to the whole Church, 
| 53 even 


| 57 them. 
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even that part of it wHich1s on Earth, as 
" wellas that part whic! 1s 1n Heaven, who 
are; compieated. Tiis Church is the fu]- 
neſs-of Chriſt, he would be bodyleſs 
- Without it : therefore {ince Chriſt will be 
a head-withour a-body, if the Church be 
not. preſerved ;.in order to the preſer- 
= vation of it, all things muſt neceſlarily 
concur by the. wiſe diſpoſal of affairs. 
Therefore fince they. are ling to be 
where-: their head is, he having the 
government of the world, will make all 
things contribute; afliſtance to them in 
their journey 3 that Chriſt may-have that 
.compleatneſs of glory, which God intends 
* 7obn him. He expreſ]y tells his Father, Jobn 
17. 10. I7, Io. that he is: glarifged in his people *. 
74 Fry And at the ſound of the ſeventh Trumpet, 
"them, the Kingdoms of this world are to become 
the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrif, 
and he ſhall reign forever and ever 
Naw fince all the motions 10 the world, 
are, that the Kingdoms of the world may 
become the: Kingdoms of bis Chriſt, pe- 
cenliarly his, az a being avointed King by 
hm: It muſt needs be, that all things 
muſt be ſubſcrvient one time or other to 


this 2nd, w 12 reinthe good of hk pcoplie 
doti 
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doth confiſt ; otherwiſe they would not 


bleſs God ſo highly for it as they do *.We 
give thee thanks, O Lord God almighty, bee 
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cauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, . 


and haſt reigned. And where there is a 
reſiſtance of this glory of Chriſt, it 1s a 
natural effe& of thar 


decree whereby 


Chriſt is conſtituted King, that the reſiſters 


ſhould be broken in pieces, and daſht 
like a Potters veſlel, P/al. 2.6, 9. and the 
iſſue of all is the bleſſedneſs of thoſe that 

at their truſt 1a him, ». 12. The care 
that God hath of Chriſt and the Church 
in the.types of them, ſeems to be equal. 
The Ark, which ,was a type of Chriſt,and 


the Table of ſhew-bread a figureof the 


Church, had three coverings, whereas all 
there(t of the Veſſels, &c.belonging tothe 


cerimonial part had but two *; On the * Numb. 
Ark there was the vail and covering of F »*” 


badgers skins, and a covering of blew : 
On the Table of ſhew-bread there was a 
cloth of Blew, a cloth of Scarlet, and a 
covering of badgers skins. God orders 


az much for the ſecurity of the Church, as 
for the ſccurity of Chriſt ; therefore the 
lame things that tend to the glorifying of 
Chriſt, ſhall tend to the advantage of the 


Church. 2. Go 4 


S 4 
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2. God has given the power of the pra- 
v.dentiial adminiſtration of things to Chriſt 
70 this ver y end, for the good of the Church. 
It God had conltituted him Hcad over all 
rings to the Church, can there be any 
doabt but that he will manage the Go- 
vernment tor that which 18 ihe principal 
end of his Government, which he hath 
ſhed his Blood for, and which is chiefly 
nes by God who appointed tim £ 
ES power of government 1s given to 
Crs ?. Manth. 11, 27.. A! kings are 
ae _— io me of my Filer. And the 
Father judges no man, but hath committed 
ail judgment to the for ; Joh. 5.22.that 
1e, the whole Government and Admini- 
firation of Afﬀairs, *'Tis not to be un- 
wt 29" of the laſt Jucgmeatr, for thea 
yould be a limitation of that word all; 


bt that the Father lays aſide all caie of 


rhings, but as the Father diſcovers bim- 
ſeif only in him, ſo he governs things on- 
ly by him. All this power was Commit 
cd 10 him upon his ijnterpolitio; after 
the Fallot Man: He was made Lord and 
Chriſt, that is, anoimted by God to the 
Government of the World, For upan 
thz Fall, God as a «tors, haa Runge 
al 
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all; Man could not with any Comfort 
' have treated with the Father, had not 
Chriſt ſtept in and pleaded for the Crea- 
tion 3- whereupon God commits all judg- 
ment (o the Son, that he might temper it. 
It was by Chriſt as a covenanting Media» 
ror, that the Earth was eſtabliſhed *. He Ia 43.8 
had this Government Anciently, and it ma 
was confirmed to him upon his death; 
Heb. 1. 3. Who being the brightneſs of his 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and upholding all things by the word ofhis 
power. Calvin underſtands the firſt word 
not only of the Deity of Chriſt, but of 
the diſcovery the Father made of himſelf 
in and through him' as Mediator. The 
latter words ſome underſtand both of his 
Providential and Mediatory Kingdom : 
bythe word of his power, this, ſay ſome, is 
referred to the Father, whoſe image Chriſt 
1s, as ating by a delegated Authority 
and Commiſhon from his Father : others, 
to Chriſt ; as, that Chriſt upholds or 
bears up all things by his own powerful 
word. Calvin thinks both may be taken, 
but embraceth the ſecond as being more 
generally received. 

| may offer, whether i may not be 
meant 
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meant alſo, of the powerful interpoſit i- 
01 of Chriſt as Mediator ; whole intereſt 
in God was ſo great, that he kept up the 
World by his powerful Intercefſion,when 
all was forfeited 3 and God put it upon 
that interpoſition, into his hands as heir 
_of all things ;( who having a hand with 
him in Creation , underſtood both 
the Rights of God, and the Daty of the 
Creatvre ) upon the condition of parging 
fin by his Death, which he did, and 
thereupon went to Heaven to take Pol- 
ſeſon of the Government, at the right 
hand of God 3 ſat down, took his ſeat at 
rhe right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
as due to him by Covenant and Articles 
| agreed on between them. I know no- 
thing at preſent againſt ſuch an interpre- 
cation of the words ; but I will not con-. 
tend about it. All this honour was con-. 
firm'd unto him upon his Death. For 
having perform'd the Condition rquilite 
on his part, God deputes him and 1n- 
truſts him with the Government of things, 
that he might order all things ſo, asto 
{ze the full Travel of his Soul. 
2. All this power was intended by God 
for this End, the good of the Church, "4 - 
| od 
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God: appointed Chriſt a Prieſt for his 
Church to ſacrifice ſor them, a Prophet 
to teach them; ſo the other Ofhce of 
King is conferred upon him for the ſame 
end, the advantage of the Church. God 
acquaints us of this End, aimed atby him 
1n the Promiſe of the Government to 
him. Jer. 33. 15, 16. 1: thoſe dayes, and 
at that time, will I cauſe the Branch of righ- 
teouſneſs to grow up to David, and he ſhall 


execute judgment and righteouſneſs in the 


land ; what is the end? In thoſe dayes 
ſhall Fudah be ſaved, and Feruſalem ſhall 
awell ſafely. He ſhould execute Judg- 
ment, that is, Adminiſter the Govern- 
ment for the ſalvation of Jdab,and fe- 
curity of Jeruſalem. It was his Office 
both to build the Temple, and to bear 


:he Glory, and to Rule upon his Throne z: 
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to be a Prieſt npon his Throne, to Rule. 


as King and Prieſt, Zech. 6. 1 2, 13. He 


ſhall build the temple of the Lord, even he 


fhall build the temple of the Lord.The ered 


ing a Church is the ſole work of Chrilt 
by Gods appointment. - And he was to 
bear up the Glory of it. He ſhould ruleto 
this End ; for the Connſel of peace ſhall be 
betweea them both. If by | both} be meant, 
the 
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the Lord, and the Man whoſe name is 

the Branch ; it then chiefly aims at our 
Reconciliation, as wrought by Covenant 
between them If by [ both ]be meant the 
two Offices of Kirg and Prieſt, and that 
| the counſel of Peace be between them ; 
it will extend to all the Bleſſings of the 
Church, to the good and Glory of the 
Church, which 1s wok fruit of his Kingly, 
as well as the firſt Reconciliation was the 
fruit of his Pricſtly OFce. By Peace, in 
Scripture, is meant the confluence of all 
 Blefiings ; fo that the 1ntent of God in 
beſcowing thofe Offices upon Chriſt, and 
ſo great a Rule, was for the good and ad- 
vantageof that. Churchor Temple, which 
he appointed him only to build. And 
in /ſuiah 11.9. wire the Prophecy of 
the Government of Chriſt is, the End is 
expreſt to be, that none ſhould hurt or 
deſtroy in all his bo ly -tountain. And cer- 

tainly, fince God ſer him at his right 
hand,- and confirm'd this power uato 
bim, after he had prrged our (ins ; it was 

certainly out of the high value God had 

for him, and therefore muſt be the intent 

of God: that he ſhould govern all things 


in reference to the dctign of that ceath, 
and 
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and for the good of thoſe, whoſe fins he 


had by himſelf purged. For the poflel- 
ſing this Government, was the very end 
why Chriſt died and roſe again 4 Ro p. 
14. 9. For tothis end Ckrift both died and 
roſe and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of dead and living. It this. were 
Chriſts End in dying and riſing, it was 
his Fathers End too, who appointed 
him to Death, and raifed him by his 
mighty power. And ſince he was delz- 
vered for our offencts,and roſe again for our 
Juſtification, Rem. 4- 25. The Govern- 
meat he is inveſted with, being Lordofthe 
dead and of the living, muſt be for the 
ſakes of thoſe for whom he was delivered, 
and for whom heroſe. Hi: Regal power, 
which was one end of his Death, cannot 
croſs the other main end, the conftitut- 
10g'a church,and carrying on the good of 
them that belteve. The Government 
being in the hands not of Godas Creator, 
but in and through the hands of a Media- 
tor, and that Mediator which both died 
and roſe again peculiarly for them ; 
_ therefore 1t cannot in the leaft be for 
their burt but advantage, The whole 
management of Chriſts Kingly Office in 

| relation 
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relation to the Church, is preſcrib'd unto 
Chriſt by God. God reveals to him what 
{hall be done in the World, what acts 
he ſhall perform for the Church, and 
gives him a Hiſtory of all that was to be 
done upon the ſtage, together with an 
order to communicate it unto his Ser- 
vants, Revel. 1 .1. [he Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which God gave unto him,toſhew unto 
his Servants [| to be communicated to 
the whole Church 7] things that muſt ſhort- 
ly come to paſs. Whether this Revelation 
was made to the human nature of Chriſt 
at his incarnation, as Tzrinns thinks, or 
rather upon his aſcenſion, 1s not materia]; 
The whole Scheme of what was to be 
_ done in the World, is revealed here by 

God to Chriſt: And you find all the mo- 
tions in the World,relating tothe Church, 
and the end of all,is the good of the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem. 

3. All power thus given, and intended 
for this end.is aFually adminiſtred by Chriſt 
for this end. Chriſt as the head of the 
Church, doth like a natural head : It 
never ſees, nor hears, nor exerciſeth any 
act of ſence only for it ſelf, but forthe 
good of the whole Body : The eye _— 

| or 
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for the body, the Tongue ſpeaks for 'it, 
the underſtanding contrives for it ; eve- 
ry part of the head 1s ative for-the whole 
body. Now Chriſt as head is more bound _ 
to at for the Church militant, than for 
the Church triumphant 3 becauſe the 
greateſt part of his work for the Church 
triumphant, viz, the bringing them to 
Heaven, 1s already performed. And they 
are above the reach of all things 1n the 
World, and all the aftions and motions - 
in the world- cannot touch or diforder 
them. ' But the command of Ged cone 
cerning the other part behind, 1s not yet 
performed , and even they are the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, as well as thoſe in Heaven. | 
The Apoſtle ® ſeerrs to refer both Chriſts Poe * 
creation, ard the preſervation of things 1s. M 
ro this title of he2Adſhip. Al things were 
created by kim and for hin, and by him all 
things conſiſt, and he is the head of the bod) 
the Church, and therefore the conſervati- 
on and government of all things ſhall be 
{ubſervient to the Church, which is the 
body of this governing Head. The chief , 
feat Chriſts Soveraigoty is the Church, 
 Pfal. 2, 6. yet have ſet my King upon my 
% bholy bill of Sion: And he ſtands upon 
Mount 
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Mount $i0n, Rev. 14. 1. The Church 
1s the proper Seat and Metropolis of his 
Empire , the Royal Chamber of this 
Great King. All the conqueſts of Princes 


| redound to the advantage of that place 


where they fix their Reſidence. He is 
Kingof the World, but for the fake of 
S7:0n. Chriſt did manage this charge an- 
ciently for his People ; when Jofbuah had 
paſſed over Jordan, and firſt entered up- 
on the conqueſt of Caraz, he fees a man 
over-againſt him with a ſword drawn in 
his hand ; Joſtuz 5. 13, 14. 4nd Joſhua 


ſaid unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 


adverſaries ? and he ſaid, Nay, but as 
Captain of the hoits of the Lord am I now 
come, This was Chriſt that came armed 
for his People, according to his charge, 
as their Captain and General. It was 


_ not an Angel, becauſe Foſhna worſhip: 
ped him ; ver. 14. An Angel did not uſe 
.to receive any Worſhip from Men ; and 


he accepts the Worſhip, and commands 
him to looſe his ſhooe from ns foot, for 


the place whereon he ſtood was holy ; 
ver. 15. And the ſame Perſon, Joſh. 6. 2. 
1s called Jehovah; and there he gives 
him orders how he ſhould manage his 


War 
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War. Chriſt came here to direct his 
People in their concerns 3 He employs 
his Wiſdom for his Church, as well as his 
other excellencies. He is called a Coun- 
ſellor*; *tis one of the great Letters 1n 
his Name: and this, as the reſt there 


mentioned, hath a oli to the Church. 


For unto a Child is born, unto us a Son 
7s given. And the firſt uſe he makes of 
his Power, after the confirmation of it 
to us, upon his Reſurrection, is for the 
Church; Matth. 28. 18. All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth ; all 
Authoritative Power over Angels,and the 
affairs of the World;. Go you therefore 
and teach all Nations, bapti Ling thei, &C. 

and lo, 1 am with you always, even unto the 
end of the World. He commands the A- 
poltles to gather a Church among all Na- 
tions; and doth, by Vertue of this Au- 
thority committed to him, promiſe his 

Preſence with them, in all ſach ſervices 

they ſhould do to this End, even to the 

end of the World. He promiſes his Spi- 


rit and his Providential Prefence ; as his - 


Power {houldrendure to the end of the 
World, fo the exerciſe of it for this End 
ſhould rua Parallel with the continuance 


.of 
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of it.; There ſhould be no alteration os 
change in this great end of his, as long 
as the World lafts. How can Chriſt be 
with them, and that to the end of the 
world, if all theparts of his providential 
government were not ordered to ſerve 
this end, the good of the Church ? For 
the Church is the ſulneſs of him that fills 
all iz all, Eph. 1. 23. that fills all in all 
places, all in all actions and motions, for 


the good of his Church,which is his body. 


3. God in the church diſcovers the glory 
of all his attributes. Tis in a mans houſe, 
where his riches and ſtate 1s ſeen : 'Tis 
in the Church God makes himſelf known 
1n his excellency more than in all the 
world beſides. Pſal. 76. 1. In Judah 3r 
God known, his name is great in Ijrael, in 
Salem alſo is his tabernacle, and his dwel- 
lins place in Sion. Tis 1n his Church 
he doth manifeſt his power : *Tis called 
thereſore a glorious high throne, Jer. 17. 
12. aglorious kigh throne from the begin- 
wing is the place of our ſanFuary. Kings 
uſe to diſplay all their Glory and Maje- 
ſty upcn their Thrones ; in this ſenſe 


Heaven 15 called Gods Throne, 1/a.60-1. 
becault 
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becauſe the proſpe@ of the Heavens at- 
fords us diſcoveries of the wiſdom and 
ower of God, more than in any other 
viſible thing, both in their eſſence, mag- 
nitude and motion : $915 there a greater 
diſcovery of Gods attributes in the 
Church (which is alſo ſtiled Heaven in 
Scripture) than in the whole World be- 
ſides : There it is that the Angels look 
to learn more of the Wiſdom of God than 
they underſtood before *. 'Tis there the 
day of his power dawns, P/al. 110. 3.*T1s 
there his Saints ſee his power and his glo- 
ry, P/al. 63. 2. the Sanuary is called 
the firmament of his power, P/al.150.1. 
The glory of Gods attributes is centered 
in Chriſt in a higher manner than in the 
creation, and in that work did excel 
themſelves in what they had done in the 
framing of the world ; and the Church 
being the glory of Chriſt, all thoſe attri- 
butes which are gleribed in Chriſt, do 
in and through him ſhine forth more 
clearly upon the Church, than upon any 
other part of the world. He ſiiles him- 
ſelf their Creator, as much as the Creator 
of the whole frame of Heaven and Earth, 
Tja. 43. 15. Iamthe Lord, jour holy one, 


\ 
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the Creator of Iſrael, your King. As though 
all the attributes of God, his Power in 
Creation, his Holineſs in redemption, were 
deſigned for none elſe but them. And 
indeed by virtue of the Covenant, they 
are to be ſo; for if God be their God. 
then all of God istheirs. What wiſdom, 
power, {ufficiency, grace, and kindneſs he 
hath, 1s principally for them. If God be 
their God, it is in their concerns he will 
glorify himſelf as a God, in the manifeſta- 
tion of all his perfeions. This cannot 
be without the ordering all providences 
for their advantage. 
4. There is a peculiar relation of God 
and C hrist to the Church;upon which ac- 
count this DoQtrine muſt needs be true, 
God is ſet out in all relations to manifeſt 
his great care of his people. He 1s a Fa- 
ther to provide for them *, A Mother 
to ſuckle them *. Chriſt is a Husband to 
love ard. protect them #. A Brother to', 
counſel them *: And when all theſe Re-# 
lations meet 1n one and the ſame perſon, \ 
the r<{ult of it muſt be very ſtrong. Aoy hy 
one relation where there is affection, is £ a; 
great ſecurity; but here all the relations 


are twiſted together with the higheſt atk 
fetionh 
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fetions of them in God to the Church. 

A Father will order all for the good of. 

his child ; a Mother for her Infant ;, a 

Husband for his Wife; and one kind 

Brother for another 3 So doth God for 

his Peoplez and what ſocver thoſe Rela- 

tions bind Men to on Earth, in reſpe& of 

Care, Love and Faithfulneſs, that is God. 

to his Church. The Church hath that 

Relation to God, which none in the 

World have beſides. They are his Jew- 

els, therefore he will keep them; they 

are his Children, therefore he will ſpare 

them *. They ſhall have proteGion from * Mzl. 3 

him as they are his Jewels, and compaſ- *7: 

fion from him as they are his Sons. The 

Church is Chriſts Fleſb, as dear to him 

as our fleſh, is to us ; as much his as our 

fleſh is ours, Eph. 5. 2 9. No man hates his 

own: fleſh, but nouriſhethit, as Chriſt doth bis 

Church. No mancan have a higher value 

for his own fleſh, than Chriſt hath for . his 

| Chutch. The Church, as 1 ertidl;an ſpeaks, 

is nothing elſe but Chriſias explicatus, 

Iris? unfolded; and as conlidered in union x. 

ith Chriſt, 1s called Chris; 1 Cor. 12. 

T5. 'Tis the Apple of his eye 3 Zech. 2.8. 

$ tender and "TL. part. The Church 
3 
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is Chriſts Spouſe 3 the contra@ is made; 
the Eſpouſals ſhall be at the laſt Day, 
the Members are pick'd out one by one 
to be preſented to the Lamb art laſt as a 
'Glorious Bride for him, Rev. 21. 2. 
_* Andall Gods dealings with them in the 
World, are but preparations of them for 
that State. Upon the making of the 
Match, God promiſes a communion of 
Gaods : 5 Hoſ. 2. 20. I w?ll even _ 
thee unto me in faithfulneſs, which is 
fruit of Marriage, the Wife being many 
ec] in her Husbands Eſtate. When God 
hath given the blaod of his Son for the 
Church, he will aot deny her the ſervice 
or the Creatures, but Jointure her in 
that as one parc of her Dowry. 1# that 
day will T hear the heavens,&c. ver. 21.10 
what day? in the day of betrothing, in 
the day of the Evangelical Admainiltra- 
tion 3 wien the contract ſhall be made 
betwcen me and my Church. Heavens, 
Earth, Corn, Wine, and Qi] ; the voice 
and motions of all Creatures are for Jez- 
rees, which (igaifies the ſed of God. [his 
great Prince he hath a care of all his ſub- 
Jets, ſo more peculiarly of his Spoule 
and Princeſs, which is his ſeed too; 
bS, ang 
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and all Creatures ſhall be her Servants. 
This Fatherly Relation and Afﬀed@tion 
is ſtrong and pure, not as the love which 
ads an ambitious man to Ambition, ora _ 
covetous man to Wealth, which reſpeQs 
nothing but the graſping and” poſſeſſing 
the Objects they dote upon, and have 
nothing of love for the Objeds them- 
ſelves, therefore deſerves not the name of 
Love. But it is the love of a Father, 
whoſe love is pure towards his children; 
He ſeeks their good as his own. 


Conſider theſe two things. 

I. God hath apeculiar love to this very 
Relation, and often mentions it with de- 
light, as if he loved to hear the ſound of 
it in his own Lips : Cart. 8. 12. My v##e» 
gard which is mine, is before me, Me, My, 
Hine. The Church is always under 
his Eye, ſeated in his Atfedion 3 and 
God is pleaſed with his propriety in ther, 
God never calls the World, 24; World, 
though he created it ; ſometimes he ſaith, 
the Earth is mine, but it 1s etther to 
check the preſumptions of Men, who 
aſcribe that to themſelves which 1s due to 
the firſt Cauſe z Or to encourage his 
OR T 4 People 


A Diſcourſe of 
People in the expeQation of Deliverance, 
becauſe all things 1n the Earth are at his 
beck: Or to ſhew his own ſufficiency, 
without the ſervices of his people; as 
when he ſaith, the Earth 1s mine and the 
fulncfs thereof : but it is never mention- 
cd in tuch a way, as to diſcover any 
pleature he hath 1n the Relation between 
him and it, fimply conſidered 3 but My 
Vineyard, My People, My Children, 
My ]-wels, My Sanctuary, very often. 
50 much doth God elicem his Propriety 
in them. 


2. 1 his Relation is prevalent with God 
in the higheſt Emergencies and Diſtreſſes of 
bis People. The very conlideration that 
they are his People, kindles his Aﬀetion, 
and enlivens his Strength for them. [/a. 
63.8. And he ſaid , Surely they are my 
People, Children that will not hes ſo he 
was their Saviour. Go1is brought in, as 
one that had heard the cries of his 
Church, and had not been moved ; but 
when he recolle&s himſelf, and conſiders 
that they were his People, and that he 
was 1n a ſpecial manner related to them, 
he became their Saviour ; He could no. 
wy longer 
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jJonger bear it, but ſtirs up himſelf to re- 
lieve them. Nay, it hath ſo ſtrong an 
influence upon him, that if this Note be 
often ſounded in his Ears, it doth as it 
were change his Voice; and when he 
ſeems to have a mind to caſt them off, he 
cannot. When Iſrael had offended by 
erefting and worſhipping a golden Calf, 
he calls them no more his People, but 
Moſes People ; Exod. 32. 7. And the 
Lord ſaid unto Moſes,Go,get thee down, for 
thy people which thou broughteſt out of the 
land of Egypt have corrupted themſelves. As 
though God had not been concerned in 
this Miraculous condu&t out of Egypt; 
And wer. 9. this people ; as if he had had 
no intereſt in them, but particularizes 
them with diſdain. God had . here 
giſcarded them, and turn'd them over 
upon Moſes's hands, as if he would. have 
no longer any thing to do with them}; 
but Moſes in Prayer turns them upon 
God again, and would not own them as 
his, but pleads that they were God's pro- 
per Goods ; ver. 11. Lord why doth thy 
wrath wax hot againſt thy people,which thou 
baſt brought forth out of the land of Egypt ? 
And ver, 12. again thy Peoplez and God 
at 


A Diſcourſe of 
at laſt reſumes his former Notes, ver. 14. 
And the Lord repented him of the 'evil 
he thought to do unto his people. Now 
they are Gods People again; the repeti- 
tion of this Relation, is a powerful Rhe- 
torique to perſwade him to own them 
_ he had caſhiered and turn. - 
ed off. 


5. The whole intereſt of God in the 
World lies in his Church and People. He 
ſees little of himſelf in any part of the 
corrupted World, but oaly in them. Tis 
tn the Church he hath put his Name ; 
'Tis there he ſces his Image, and there- 
fore places his love there; and ſhall all 
this ſignifie nothing ? Shall the Governour 
of the World let things go contrary to 
his own intereſt 2 They are like to him 
in that which is one of his greateſt per- 
fections, viz his Holineſs ; which gives 


him a greater intereſt in them. *Tis his 


Intereſt that is oppoſed, by an oppoſition 
to the Church. All the hatred any bear, 
it grows from the inward root of enmity 
againſt God himſelf; Pſal. 44. 22. Tea, 
for thy ſake are we killed all the dry long, 


Gad ſurely will concern himſelt 1n the 
| | Churches 
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Churches intereſt, ſince 1t 1s his own. His 
Intereſt lies, 


r. In the perſons of his Pecple, "Tis , 
his Inheritance *. It 1s his Portion *, 5 220 
Dent. 32.9. The Lords portion is his peo- * Deut-32: 
ple, Facob is the lot of his inheritance. Eve- T 
ry part of an inheritance, and a portion, 
doth as particularly belong to the owner, 
as the whole. Every part ofthe ground 
which belongs to the Inheritance, is the 
Heirs, as well as the whole Field. He 
will not ſuffer the Warld, which is but 
the work of his hands, to lay waſte his 
Church which is his proper inheritance 
*'Tis his Treaſure; and where a mans trea- 
ſure is, there is his heart ; and where 
Gods Treaſure is, there 15 Gods heart. 


2. In the ſervices and afions of the 
Church. If the Church ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, whom hath God to love and 
imitate him, and te ſhew forth his 
Glory ? If the Candleſtick is broken, 
what is fit to hold out theli ght to the 
World ? He hath none in the World be- 
fides, that do intentionally mind his Ho- 
nour, that take pleaſure in glozifying his 
As Name, 
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Name, and writing after his Copy, and 
obſerving his Works. And will it ſtand 
with his intereſt togovern things contra- 
ry to theirs, which 1s really his own? 
When God had made the World, and 
pronounced it good, what would it have 
ſignified, if he had not brought in manas 
his Rent-gathercr, and the Colleor of 
his Tribute, to return it to him? And 
what would Man (ignitie ? ſince the cor- 
rupted World embezles that which is 
Gods Right, and turns it to its own uſe; 
if God had not ſome honeſt ſtewards, 
who faithfully act for him, and give him 
the Glory of his Works? And God will 
{pare them as a man ſpares his own Son 
thar ſerves him. God hath no voluntary 
ſervice in the World but from them ; 
therefore he is more interciled in their 
good, than in the good of the whole 
World belides. The ſervices of the 
Church, are all the delight God hath in 
the World 3 Hoſ. 9. 10. if cons Iſrael 
like grapes in the wilderneſs, I ſaw your fas 
thers as the ſrt ripe in the figtree at her firſt 
#ime. They are as the refreſhing Wine 
and Grapes, as the delicious fruit of the 
ticlt ripe Figs 3 wherewith a weary. 
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yeller recruits his Spirits aftera Jong and 
tyring journey. And God hath a greater 
delight in the fruit he receives from the 
Church, than init ſimply as it is his inher1- 
tance ; for no inheritance is valued but 
for the fruit 'and revenue it yields; and 
therefore God orders all his blackeſt pro- 
vidences in the World, like dark clouds 
to be the watering pots of this his Gar- 
den; that the Fruit and Flowers of it 
may be brought to maturity, which yield 
him ſo much pleaſure and honour. God 
only is acknowledged by them and in 
them, as the Jews were bound to ac- 
knowledge God the Author of their mer- 
cies, by preſenting the firſt fruits of their 
increale to God. And Pelievers are 
called ſo, Rev. 14. 4. Theſe were redeem 
ed from among men, being the firſt fruits to 
God and the Lamb. *Tis by and in them 
that God hath the acknowledgment of 


all his mercies and bleſſings to the 
World. | 
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6. [t cannot be but all the providences of Sixthb, 
Godſhall work to the good of his Church, 
if we conſider the affettions of God. 


1. His 
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I, His love. What hath God in the 
World as an objett to beſtow his affe&i- 
ons upon, and communicate the rayes of 
his love unto, fince he created 1t, but 
his Church? The men of the World 
hate him - He can ſee nothing amiable in 
them ; for what was firſt lovely, they 
have defaced and blotted out ; but the 
Church hath Gods comlineſs put upon 
her, Ezek. 16. 14. zt was perfe@ through , 
my comlineſs which Thad put npore thee, ſaith 
the Lord God ;, and hedid not lay thoſe 
glorious colours upon her, to manage his 
government, or any part of 1t, againſt 
her, to deface her. Beſides their loveli- 
neſs which is conferred upon them by 
God, they have a love to God, and no 
man will a& againſt thoſe whom he thinks 
to be his friends. God being puras aus, 
there being nothing but purity and aGti- |. 
vity in God, his love muſt be the pureſt 
and higheſt love, the moſt vigorous and 
glowing : As fire which fets all other 
Bodies, fo this all other powers 1n the 
World ia motion for them. God can- 
not love them, but hemuſt wiſh all good 
to them, and do all good for them; for 


bis love is not a lazy love, but hath its 
raptures 
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raptures and tenderneſs, and his affeCti- 
on is twiſted with his Almighty Power 
to work that good for them, which in 
their preſent condition in the world 
they are capable of.Now it is certain God 
loves his Church : For, 

I. He carries them in his hand *, and * Dev. 
that not in alooſe manner to be caſt out, 37 * 
but they are engraven upon the palms of 
his hands *, that he cannot open his * J« 45: 
hand to beſtow a bleſſing upon any per- * 
fon, but the pifture of his Church doth 
dartin his eye; God alludes to the Rings 
wherein men engrave the image of thoſe 
that 'are dear to them. And the Jews 
did in their captivity engrave the Effi- 
gies of their City Jeruſalem upon their 
Rings, that they might not forget it *. —_— 
If his eye be alway upon the Church, his a 
thoughts can never be off it in all his 
works. 


2. He loves the very gates and outworks. 
P/al. 87. 2.the Lord loveth the gates af Sie 
on. He loves a Cottage where a Church 
1s, more than the ſtately Palaces of Prin- 
ces. The gates were the places where 
they 
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they conſulted together, and gave judg- 
ment upon affairs : God loved the aflem- : 
blies of his Saints, becauſe of the truths 
revealed, the ordinances adminſtred, the 
worſhip preſented tohim. 


: 3. Nay oneSaint is more valued by hin 
than the whole World of the wicked. God 
is the God of all Creatures, but peculiar-. 
ly the God of Abraham, and of his ſeed. 
One Abraham is more deeply rooted in 
his heart,than all the World ; and hedoth 
more entitle himſelf the God of Abrabarr,; 
than the God of the whole World ; for 
in that ſtyle he ſpeaks to Iſaac, Ger.2 6. 
24. 1 am the God of Abraham thy Father, 
much more the God of1/#ae! ; The God 
of the whole Church, of which Abraham 
was but a member, though the Father of 
the faithful, and a Feoffee of the Cove- 
nant. God hath a greater value for one 
ſincere Soul. than for a whole City. He 
faves a Loft, and burns a Sodom: Yea, than 
for a whole World, he drowns a World, 
- and preſerves a Noah. He ſecures bis 


Jewels, whilſt he thngs away the pebbles. 


' 4+ He loves them ſo, that he overlooks 
| theit 
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their crabbed and perverſe miſconiiruGions 
of his providence. When the {ſraelites had 
jealous thoughts of him, and of Moſes his 
inſtrument, when they ſaw that mighty 
Egyptian Army juſt at their beels,. and 
themſelves cooped up between Mountains, 
Forts and Waters, God doth not upon 
this provoking murmurizg draw up his 
cloudy Pillar tro Heaven, but purs tt 10 
the rear of them, when before 1t had 
marched 1n the van *, and wedgeth him- 
{elf in between them, and Pharaoh's en> 
raged hoſt, to ſhew, that they ſhould as 
ſoon ſheath their ſwords in his heart, 
as 1n their bowels; and 1t they could 
ſtrike them, it ſhould be through his own 
Deity, which was the higelt expreſſion 
of his affetion : And though they often 
murmured againſt his providence after 
they were landed on the ſhore, yet he 
left them not to ſhift for themſelves, but 
bore them all the way in his arms, as a 
Father doth is Child *; and, bare them 
like dg Eagle POTS W1ngs Li and God 
love; them magnificently and royally, 
Ho). 14. 4 I will love thems freely * with- 
out any doubting, vithout any reluctan- 
Cy. I will love thee wirhout any repug- 


Y nancy. 


* Exod. 
14. 19. 


* Deut. 
I; 


3 


* Deut. 
22. IT. 
* Hoſea. 


14-4. 
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nancy in my heart, to draw me back from 
thee; for mine anger is turned away, as the 
{treams of a River, quite another way. 
Now all this conlidered, can the Gover- 
zour of the World, the King of Saints, 
act any thing agatnſt his own afteQions ? 


Yea, will he not make all things ſubſler- 


vient to them whom he loves? 


2. His Delight. See what an inun» 
dation of (weetning joy there was in him, 
tor which he had not Terms of Exprefhi- 


on to fuit the narrow apprehenſions of 
Men; Zeph. 3. 17. The Lord thy God in 


the midft of thee is mighty, he will ſave, be... 


will rejozce over thee with joy, he will reſt 
in his love, he will joy over thee with fir g- 
7s, He ſcems im his expreſſion to know 
no meaſure of his delight in the Church, 
and no end of it; I will rejozce over thee 
with joy : Joy ſparkles up freſh after joy : 
'T1s his reit where his Soul and all that 
is within him centers it (elf with infinite 
contentment. Joy over thee with ſinging 3 
A Joy that bloſſoms into Triumph. Ne- 
ver had any ſuch charming tranſports it 
the company of any he molt atteCted, as 


' God hath in his Church 3 he doth ſo de- 


light 


Divi Ne IRTP abs. 


light inthe graces of his People, that he 
delights to mention them. He twice, 


8 
291 


mentions Exechs walking with him *. And ;,,** 5. 


certainly God cannot but dclight | in it 
more than in the World, becauſe it is a 
fruit of greater pains than the Creation 
of the World. The World was created 
inthe ſpace of ſix daies by a Word ; the 


EreCting a Church hath coſt God more. 


Pains and Time. Before the Church of 
the Jews could be ſettled, he had both a 
conteſt with the Peeviſhneſs of his Peo- 

| ple, arid the Malice of their Encmies; 

| And his own Son muſt bleed and dye, 

| before the Church of the Gentiles could 
be fixed. Men delight in that which 
hath coſt them much Pains, and a great 
Price. God hath been at too much Pains, 
and Chriſt at too great a Price, to have 
ſmall delight in the Church ; will he then 
let wild Beaſts break the Hedges, and 
tread down the fruit of it 2? ſhall not all 
things be ordred to the good of that 
which is the Obje@ of his greateſt delighe 
in the World? 


make all —_ tend to the good of it. 
V2 it 


22,24, 


7. The preſence of God inkis Church will SeventBly 


2 Eſa.a8. 
3 I» 


*"Revel. 
14. 1. 


F I Chro. 
17. 24: 
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It would be an idle uſeleſs Preſence, 
if it were not operative for their good, 
The Lord is there, 1s the very name of the 
Goſp:l Church * ; what would it ſignifie F 
if it were an uſeleſs Preſence? Chriſt | 
ſtands upon Mount $70z, his Throne is 
in the Church, when the great things in 
the World ſhall be aCted for the Ruin, 
of Antichriſt, Gods Preſence in his Þ 
Church, is the Glory and Defence of it; | 
As the preſence of the King is the Glory | 
of the Court, Lech. 2. 5, For TI, ſaith the 
Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round | 
about, and will be the glory in the midſt if 
her. His preſence is a Covenant-preſence. 
Ta. 41. To. Fear not, 1] am with thee 5, le | 
not diſmayed, for I am thy God : whence | 
follo:vs Strength, Help and Support ; [ 
will ſirergthen thee, yea, 1 will hep t hee, zea, 
1 will uphold thee, with the right band of | 
my Ricneouſneſs : that 1s, with my Right 
teous fower, with my power engaged to 
thee in a Righteous Covenant. His Pre- 
ſence and Providence inthe World, is10 
a way of Abſoiute Dominion 3 but in þis 
Church, 12 a way of Federal Relation. 
He is the God of Tjrael, and God 70 ljra: 
cl, or for 1ſracl * ; yea, and a God in the 
midſt 


Divine Providence. 


-1idft of Iſrael. Every one of them ſuf- 
ficient engagements to prote&t AUſrael, 
and provide for [ſrael, and govern 
every thing for Zjraels good. God 
is under an Oath to do good to [jrael; 
will he 'violate his Oath? tear his Seal ? 
break his Covenant, who never broke 
his League with any of his people 
yet? 


8. The Prayers of the Church have 4a Eighth. 


mighty force with God to this end, God is 
entitled a God hearing Prayer;and what 
prayers ſhould God hear,if not the pray- 
ers of his Church, which aim at Gods 
Glory in their own good ? Though the 
prayers of the Church may in ſome par- 


ticular fail, yet 1n general they Go not; 


becauſe they ſubmit their delircs to the 
Will of God, which always wor':s whar 
1s beſt for them, 

Wien God would do any mighty 
work inthe World, he ſtirs up his people 
to pray for itzand their prayers by his own 
appointment have a mignty influence 
upon the Government of the Warld : 
For when they come before him in be- 


half of the Church in genera!, he doth 


V-3 10 
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| indulge them a-greater liberty and bold- 

neſs, and as it were a kind of Authority 
over him, than npon other occaſions of 
their own: 1/2. 45. 11. Thus ſaith” the 
Lord, the holy one of Iſrael, and his maker, 

ark of me things to come, concerning my 
ons, and concerning the work of my hand; 
command you me, God would be' more 
poſitively, confidently, and familiarly 
dealt with,about the cancerns of his ſons, 
though they were things to come to' pals 
in after Ages. And indeed the prayets 
of the Church have a powerful and invi- 
fible efficacy on the great aCtions' and 
overturnings which arein the World. The 
Being of the World is maintained by 
them from ſinking, according to the Jews 
ſaying, ſee ſtationibas non ſubſeſteret thun- 

aus; ({tanding 1n prayer was their uſual 
prayer-geſture.) And that they have 
actually ſuch a force, is evident, Rev. 8. 3, 
4. An Angel hath a golden Cenſer with 
Incenſe, to offerit with the prayers of the 
Saints, upon the Altar which was before 
the Throne. And ver. 5. the Ceoſer 
wherein their prayers were offered, was 
filled with the fire of the Altar, and caſt 


into the Earth ; and there were Voices, 
br”; | wu 


Divine Providence. 
Thundrings, Lightniogs, and Earthquakes. 
When the prayers of the Saints were of- 
fered to God, and aſended upon before 
him, that is, ( were very pleaſing to him: 
The iſſue 1s, the Angel fills the Cenſer 
with fire of the Altar, and thereby cau- 
ſes great commotions and alterations in 
the World ; figaifying, that the great 
changes of the World are an anſwer un- 
to thoſe prayers which are offered unta 
God ; for fire is taken from that altar up- 
on which they were offered, and flung 
into the World, And it- muſt needs be 
that the prayers of the Church ſhauld 
have an influence on the government of 

the World. | | 


1. Becauſe God hath a mighty delight 
in the prayers of his people. L{ heprayer of 
the uprieht is his delight, and he loves to 
hear the Churches voice, Ct. 2. 14. 
Q my dove, let me hear thy voice; for ſweet 
is thy voice; ( Chaldes ] thy vaice is ſweet 
1n prayer. In the times of the Goſpel 
God promiſes that the offerings of Ja4ab 
and Ferxſalem ſhould be pleajart to him, 
Mal. 3.4. When Chriſt ſhall fit as a re- 
finer, v. 3. what is the iflue of thoſe 

Vv prayers 
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prayers, V. 5. { will come near to you to 
Judgment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs a- 
gainſt the ſorcerers,&c.Prayer awakes pro- 
vidence to judge the Enemies of the 
Church. A Parent delights, not in the 
bare crying, or the voice of his Child 
fimply confidered in it ſelf, but in the 
fignitications and effes of it. He de- 
lights in the matter of their prayers, it 
being ſo agreeable to his own heart and 
will, and in the fence they have of the 
ſufferings of the whole body, 


2. Becauſe Prayer is nothing elſe but a 
pleading of Gods promiſes. Unto this they 
are direted by that Spirit which knows 


the mind of God, and Marſhals their pe- 


titions according to his will. Now as 
God turns his own decrees and purpoſes 
concerning his Church into promiſes to 
them, ſo the Church turns thoſe promi- 
ſes into prayers for them : So that promi- 
ſes being for the good of the Church, 
and there being an exatt harmony be- 
tween thoſe promiſes and the Churches 
prayers, all thoſe providences which are 
the iſſue of thoſe promiſes, aud the an- 
{wer of the Churches prayers, muſt _— 
TY | e 
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be for the Churches good. 


3. Becauſe there are united ſupplications 
and pleadings both in Heaven and Earth 
all the hands of the whole Family in Hea- 
ven and Earth are concerned in their 
petitions. | 


x. Chriſt intercedes for the Church, who 
alwates defires mercy and deliverance 
for them in the appointed time, Zech. 
1. 12. How long wilt thou not have mercy 
on Jeruſalem?and the iſſue is alwayes gra- 
cious : For, v. 13. God anſwers him with 
good and comfortable words; and theres 


upon Carpenters are raiſed to cut off the 
horas which had ſcattered Judah, v. 20. 


2. Angels in all probability plead for the 
Church, as we have already heard : Tis 
likely they oiter and preſent that to God 
which makes for his glory, and that 1s 
the good of the Church. Angels ſurely 
defire that which their Head doth, who 


is * deſcribed as one of their own order, , .,,, 
and cailed an Angel. Do they. rejoyce x. 2. 


at the repentance of a finner, and do 
they not likewiſe triumph at the happi- 
| neſs 
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neſs of the Church, which is part of that 
Family they are of? And we know, that 
the greatneſs of our joy is ſuted to the. 
meaſure of our deſires ; Where our joy is 
molt triumphant, it implies that our de- 
lices before were molt vehement. 


3. Glorified Saints are not ſurely behind. 
The rich man in the Parable deſired his 
Friend on Earth might not come into 
that place of torment *. If there be ſo 
much charity in Hell, can there be leſs in 
Heaven ? If he deſired it, that by the 
preſence of his companions in fin, his 
own torments might not be increaſed; 
Do not the Saints in Heayen defire the 
preſence of the whole Church, that their 
happine(s in that of the whole body may 
be compleated ? If the Head Chriſt be 
not compleat without the body, the 
merabers of the body cannot be compleat 
without one another. The ſouls of them 
that were (ſlain for the word of God, 
cry under the Altar for vengeance on 
thera that dwell on the Earth, as Revel/. 
6.9, and 10. How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, doit thou not judge and avenge our 


blood on them that dwell on the earth 2 Will 
nt 
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Not their kindneſs to their fellow-mem- 
bers, be as (trong as their juſtice 2 And 
their love for the good of their Frierds 
draw out their prayers as well as their 
deſire of vengeance on their Enemies ? 
Why may they not as well pray for us, 
as we praiſe God for them? Had they 
not ſome likeneſs to their great Maſter 
whilſt they were on Earth? and ſhall 
they not be more like to him now they 
are in Heaven, and behold his face, and 
feel all the (tirrings of his heart? And if 
they have no ſence at all of the Churches 
ſufferings, how ſhall they be like to- him 
who hath ? As their bodies ſhall be like 
the glorious body of Chriſt at the reſur- 
reqion, are not their Souls now like his 
glorious Soul ? merciful, and compaſſto- 
nate, and ſympathizing in all the afflicti- 
ons of the Church? and can this be with- 
out ſome breathings fora full compleatiog 
of the Churches freedom ?Are ſich deſires 
and pleas any hindrance to their preſent 
happineſs # "Tis ſo far from that, that it 
doth rather further their glory, which 
cannot be compleat, as the glory of 
Chriſt, as head, is not mounted to the 
bigeſt pitch of glory, till his myſtical 
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body be all gathered in, and lodged with 
him. Tfit be thus, will God do any 
thing prejudicial to the Church, and con- 
trary to the combvin'd deſires of all thoſe 
that are ſo near him ? If God doth ſome- 
times ſtir up himſelf upon the ſupplicati- 
on of one man, grant an order upon 
his petition according to his mind, and 
if the prayers of one faithſul Moſes, or 
Elias, or Samnel, have ſuch a kind of Al- 
mighty pawer in them, much ' more is 
the jovnr force of ſo many prayers twiſted 
together. | 


Qſe. 1. For information. Is 1t fo, that 
all providence is for the good of the 
Church? Then, | | 


1. God will alwaies Lamp a Church in 


the World, he will have ſome to ſerve him. 


The whole courſe of his providence be- 
ing deſigned for it;, As long as the 
world, which is the obje& of his provi- 
dence,doth endure, he will have a Church. 
God would otherwiſe loſe the end of the 
motion of his eyes *, the operation of 
his providence, ſince it is to ſhew him- 
ſelf ſtrong for the Church and every 

memb-r 


| > 
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member of it. As long as the candle 

and light of the Goſpel burns and ſhines, - 
God will have a candleſtick to ſet the 
candle in *. His great 'defign in making * Cham. 
a World, was not to have a Sun, Moon 7 74 
and Stars, but a Church, a company of 1, 3, + . 
men that might bear his mark, and ho- C/ 1. 
nour him, to whom he might ſpeak, and ?* *** 
extend his grace abroad, which he was ſo 

fall of within. As a Limner, who would 

draw an excellent draught, draws his de- 

fign in the midſt of the cloth,and fills the 

void places with clouds andlandskips,and 
other fancies at his pleaſure, which come 
municate ſome beauty and luſtre tothe 
work:But that was not the principal de- 

ſign of the workman, That Redeemer 
which bears the Church upon his heart, 

will create a ſtability for 1t ; 'tis a part 

of his Prieftly Office to have a care of the 
Lamps: T1s one of his Titles to be he | 
that walks 1n the midſt of the Seven | 
Golden Candleſticks *. Prieſts under * pevet. | 
the Law were to look to the preat 2.7. | 
Candleſtick in the Temple, ſupply the — 
Lamps with Oyl, andmake them clean *. chap. 27: | 
The Church indeed may be eclip;'d, but 22 Co | 
not extinguiſhed :1f it benot conf; picuous ** | 
on 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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on the mountain, yet it ſhall be hid jn 
the Wilderneſs. There (hall be fprink. 
lings of profeſſors among all people. 
God will leaven the places where they 
are, into Chriſtianity, and cauſe them to 
fructify and grow up in purity and 
glory : And the remnant of Jacob ſhall be 
in the midſt of many people, as a dew from 
the Lord, as the ſhowers upon the graſs, 
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for 
the Sons of men. Is tarries not. for man. 
It attends not the power of man, thepre- 
cepts of man, or inventions of man 3 
but whoſe deſcent is from Heaven, and 


1s carried on, not by human power, but 


by the divine Spirit and providence : 
It ſhall be firmer than all worldy po- 
wer, and the ſtrongeſt Kiogs, ſa. 2. 2. 


' And the Mountain of the Lords houſe ſh 


be eftabliſhed upon the top of the Mountains, 
and ſhall be exalted above the hills. A- 

bove mountains and Hills, to which 
ſometimes the powers of the World are 
compared, Z£ech. 4. 7. That provi- 
dence which gave the Church at firſt a - 
footing in the world upon a weak foun- 
dation to outward appearance, in ſpight 
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of Men and Devils, will preſerve it, and 
not ſuffer it to be blown up; he will ſha- 
dow the Church with his wings in a 
perpetual ſucceſſion of the choicelt 
niercies. 


2. God will in the greateſt exigencies 
find out means for the protedion of his 
Church, This will be till his providence 
be at an end. When God hath removed 
one inſtrument of his Churches proteQion, 
he bath his choice ofothers, whom he can 
raiſe and ſpirit for hts work, When thoſe 
upon whom the Churches hopes hang, 
are taken off 3 he can raife things that 
are unlikely, to ſupply the place. As 
the Luteniſt accidentally had a Graſshop- 
per leap upon his inſtrument, to ſupply 
by its noiſe the place of a ltring which 
had newly crackt, whereby his Muſick 
was continued without 1nterrupion. 
God can Spirit men againſt their own 
natural fears. It was very improbable, 
that Nicodemns, one of a fearful diſpo- 
ſition, who came to our Saviour by 
night for fear of the Jews, ſhould have 


the courage toaſlert his cauſe inthe face 
of 
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of a whole Councel of Phariſees, con- 
triving his death; and at preſent blunt 
the edge of their malice, though we read 
of none at that time in the Councel to ſe- 
cond him *: The holy Ghoſt takes par- 
ticular notice that it was he that came to 
Jeſus by night. 


Foſeph of Arimathea, whoſe name we 
meet not with in any of the Catalogues of 
his Deſciples, till the time of his death, 
then appears boldly to beg the body 
of Jeſus of Pilate. God will never 


. want inſtruments for the preſerving that 


Church , which he owns as his. *Tis 0b- 
ſerved by ſome, that God ſo ordered it, 
that the fame day, that Pelagins the 
great poyſoner of the Chriſtian Doctrire 
was born in Brittain ;, Auſtin the moſt 
famous defender of the truth was born 
in Africk ; That the horn, whic 

puſhed rhe truth, ſhould no ſooner ap- 
pear, but th: Carpenter to cut it off, 
ſhould be provided roo. As it 1s obſery- 
ed - where poyions grow, Antidotes 


grow nearthem by the indulgent proviii- 


of the God of Nature. 


As 
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As there is the Wiſdom of the Serpent 
againſt the Church, fo there is the Wil- 
dom of God for it. Gods goodneſs 
upon his Church in former Ages is not 
all laid out: He hath his ſtores ſi1}], nei- 
ther is his Wiſdom non-pluſt , nor his 
Power weakned, neither is he, nor can 
he be weary of his Care, 

3. The Church ſhall in the end prove 
Vicorions againſt all its Adverjaries, or 
Providence muſt miſs of its Aim. The 
Church is compared to an Olive Tree, 
Hoſ. 14. 6. In reſpe& of beauty, bis 
| Beauty ſhall be as the Olive Tree, Tt is 
ſo alſo in reſpect of Victory. Olive 
Branches were uſed in Triumph, God is 
on the Churches (ide, and he is fironger 
than the ſtrongeſt, and wiſer than the 
wileſt, and higher ihan the higheſt, 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Churches Head and 
General : Chriſt the Head watrcheth 
for the o00d of the Church, the Body. 
He muſt be deſtroyed before the Church 
| can. There is a mighty Arm, which 
though It may for a time ſcem withe- 
red, will in the end be ſtretched our, 
and get it ſelf the victory. Whilſt 
Chriſt is in the Ship, it may be toſſed, 

X but 
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but it ſhall not be ſunk. It may be beat. 
en down, but like a Ball to retbund the 
higher. The young Tree that is ſhaken 
by the wind, may loſe ſome leaves, and 
ſome fruit too, but the root gets greater 
ſtrength, and ſtrikes it ſelf deeper into 
the Farth,and makes the Branches more 
capable of a rich return of Fruit the fol- 
lowing year. The Churches Stature 
is compared to a Palm-Tree * which 
cannot be deprefſt by by the weights 
which hang upon it, +but rifeth the 
higher. God uſes the ſame method 

in the Churches. as in Chrilts advance- 

ment. Our Saviours Death was neceſ- 

* Luk 24, ſary to his Glory *. And the Churches 
26. - . affliction ſometimes to its exaltation, A 
Nation may loſe fome Battlels, and yet 

be victorious: The Church may have 

many a croſs , but in theend will ſur- 
mount 3ll difficulties: Though Judg- 

ments and Apoſtactes may be great , 

a Nation, yet God will have a care of 

his own Plants *- There ſhall be a tenth, 
"194-42 |; ſhall return, the Holy ſeed ſhall be the 
ſubſtance thereof: As a Tree in Wir- 

ter which ſeems dead, but its juyce 


ſhall revive into rich and generout Blol- 
ſoms, 


* Cant.7.7 , 


| Divine Providence. 


ſoms. The Ark (hall float above the wa- 
ters. Babylon (hall fall, the Lamb ſhall 
ſtand upon Mount Sz. Men may as 
well ſtop the riſing of the Sun ia its 
mounting to the Meridzan, Bridle 1n 
the Tyde of the Ocean, as hinder the 
- current of an Almighty Providence. 
4. The intereſt of Nations is to bear 4 
reſpe# to the Church, and countenance 
the Worſhip of God in it. This 1s to con- 
cur with Gods main end, and imitate 
him in his Providential Adminiſtratt- 
' ons. Gods people, ( whatever their 
Enemies ſuggeſt to the contrary ) are a 


Bleſſing in the midit of a Land *; their * 16, 19- 
intereſt isgreater than the intereſt of all *4 


the World beſides ; though they be but 
a handful, their fruit ſhall ſhake like 


ing of the Temple of Hieruſalem which 
he had begun., Thoſe Perfian Kings 
Reigned the longeſt, that favoured the 
Jews in that and their other juſt re- 
queſts: God Honoured or diſgraced 
them as they were kind or cruel to his 

KA - People: 


* 


Lebonon *. The negle& of Religion is 

- . FL ml | I6, 
the Ruin of Nations, Tis obſerved 34,5)» 
that Cyrus was flain in the War in Sc 9? Dario 
thia, a little after he neglected the build- © 
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People: And when any aft for the good 
of his people, they ſhall not be with- 
out their Reward. When Cyrus ſhould 
let the Jewiſh Captives go free without 
Ranſom, he ſhould be no loſer by it. God 
wouid give him the Jabour of Egypt, the 
Mcerchandize of Ethiopia, and the ſtrength 
of the Subears into his hand for the price 
of his Peoples Delivery *; thoſe Na- 
tions which ſhould favour them in the 
times of their perſecutions and Flights, 
and give them ſhelter in their Countreys, 
ſhould thrive and profper by the bleſſing 
of God upon them. If Moab give enter- 
tainment to the flying /ſraclites 1n the 
time of the Way. of Salmanaſſar 3 
God will preſerve their Land that the 
Spoyler ſhall not enter into the Confines 
of it, and they {hall have Kings and 
Judges under the proteQtion of the 
| Hoult of Davids i. e. under the Kings 
* Iſa, 16, of 1ſrac!,C as ſome underſtand it *. ) Saints 
4» 3» are the Guardians of the Places where 

they Jive, their Prayers have a greater 

inluence than the wiſcſt Counſels or tie 
; Kinos?s, Mightieſt Force *. Ard Eliſha cried, My 
5 a Father my Fatiicr, the Charice of Iſrael, and 

ehe Horſemen tlercof. The Chaldee para- 
pbraſcth 


* Iſa. 45. 
12, 14+: 
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phraſeth thus. Thou art better to TIjra- 
el by thy Prayers, than Chariots and 
Horſemen. This is the Elogy of one ltnple 
Prophet ; what influence then hath the 
whole Church of God in a plc: The 
whole world is the better for the Church 
of God. The Chaldee Paraphraſc hath a 
notion upon that, Pſalm 22.3. But thor art 
holy, oh thou that inhabiteſt the Praiſes of 
Tfrael : Thou that eſtabliſheſt the World 
for the Praifes of [/rae/. God hath no- 


thing to do in the World but the ſaving 


his People: When that is once done, 


he will put an end to this Frame of 


things: When he hath gathered his 
Wheat into. his Garner, he will burn 
up the ChafF. His People are the Spirit 
and Quinteſſence of & World : When 
this 1s extracted, the re!t are flung up- 
on the Dang- hill, as 4d Capt Myrtunzr. 
5. We may ſke hence the ground of 
mot of the Tudgments in the World. Men 
by their rage againſt. the Church, will 
not acknowledge God's Government of 
the World for the Churches good : 
Therefore faith the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 59. 13. 
Conſume them in wrath , conſume then 
that they may net be, and let then know 
X 3 that 
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ih2t God rules in Jacob unto the ends of 
the Earth. The. Church is the Seat of 
his Government, and from thence he 
extends it to the utermoſt parts of the 
Earth. In Jacob he rules, .and for the 
ſake of Jzcob he orders his Govern- 
ment to the ends of the Earth : The 
not acknowledging this, brings wrath- 


tul Conſumptions upon men: And it 


15 allo the end of his Judgments, to 
make men know it *'Tis likely enough 
the four Kings *. might have gone 
clear away with all their Booty, bad hor 


they laid their fingers upon Lot : But 


when they would pack him up among 
the reſt, they did but ſollicite their own 
Ruin, and arm the Almighty God a- 
gainlt tham. Ged did rot think any 
cf the People worth the. mention, verſe 
11. only Lof, a righteous perſon, ver. 


$2. -he 1s named as having Gods. eye 


cnly upon him. And when Abraham 
2 from the Vicory, v. 16. the reſt 

fthe delivered Captives are mentioned 
in the bulk, Lot only in particular. As 
though 3!] that had been done, had been 
done by God only for Lots ſake. They 
might have prefery £d the whole Prey 
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to themſelves, had it not been for this 
Jewel toa precious in Gods accompt for 
their Cuſtody. And the fearful Curſe that 
God Mere bir againſt the Am none 
and Moabite, that they ſhcu'd not come 
Into the Congregation for ten Generati- 
- ons, though any of them turned Profc- 


lytes, was becauſe they came nor out with 


ſo much as Bread and Water to meet the 
[ſraelites, and becauſe they hired Balaan 
to Curſe them, The utter waſting of Na- 
tions and Kingdoms is becauſe they will 
not ſerve the intereſt of God in his People. 
Iſa.60.12. For the Nation and Kingdom 
that will not ſerve thee, ſhall a yea, 
thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly waſled: God 
will bring an utter Conſumption upon 
thoſe people that refuſe to love them, 

much more upon thoſe that hate them, 


6. What eſteem then 
be of the Godly in 


ſhould there 
the World? 


The Providence of God, being chick- 
iy for the good of his people, can- 
not vell fall upon them but ſome drops 
will fall upon thoſe involved with them 
in a common intereſt. When the Corn 


and Wiae aad Qyl 


hear Jezreel ( the 
X 4 Seed 


eut. 23, 
. 4 
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Seed of God ) and the Earth hears the 
Corn, and the Heavens hear the Earth, 


* Hol, 2, and God hears the Heavens * : When 


21,22, 


12 


- 


* Dan, 2, 


their ſupplications- come up to the great 
Superintendent of the World; many 
of the Wicked will fare the better for 
that Providence which is given only in 
anſwer to Jzrecls Prayer : God cauſes 
his Sun to thine upon the unjuſt, upon 
them, not for their ſakes. When Ne- 
buchadnezzar iſſued out that unjuſt or- 
der for the ſlaying the Chaldeans for 
not performing an impoſſible command 
in telling him the Dream he had for- 
gotten, Daniel was ſought out to un- 
dergo the ſame fate: Yer by his Wiſ: 
dom God benes the heart of Arioch the 
Executioner of this Decree to ſtay his 
hand. Davie! goes to the King, God 
ſtayes Nebnchadnezzars Fury and moves 
his heart to give them time. The Provi- 
dence 1s chiefly intended for the preſer- 
vation of Daniel and his godly Compas- 
nions, but the reſt of the wiſe men have 
the Benefit of it. As the water with 
which a man waters his choiceſt Plants 
and Flowers in his Garden, is intended 
only for them, yet ſome falling off from 
* thoſe 


Divine Providence. 

thoſe Flowers, refreſheth the Weeds 
that grow under them. If God had 
not had ſuch flowers as Daniel and his 
Companions, the Weeds in Chaldea had 
been plucked up. Yet the | ungrateful 
World takes no notice of the benefits 
they receive from this Salt of the Earth, 
which preſerves them, and to whom 
they are all ſo much beholding. Lo# 
had been the occaſion of reſtoring Zo- 
ar from Captivity, as I mentioned be- 
fore, for the inhabitants of that City 
were engaged with thoſe of Sodoze in 
the Fight againſt the four Kings. Azd 
| the King of Bela, the ſameis Loar. And 
perhaps were carried Captives with the 
reſt cf their Neighbours: And it had 
been ſaved from the Flames which fell 
upon Sodom meerly by Lots prayer, 
Gen. 19. 21. ' See 1 have accepted 
thee concerning this thing , that I will 
not overthrow this City for the which 
thou hat ſpoken. Yet he found them a 
ſurly people, and was requited with a 
rude reception notwithſtanding his 
Kindnels, verſe Zo, He went up out of Lo- 
ar, for he feared to dwell in Toar: It 


was not likely he was ſo diſtruſtful of 


God 
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God that he ſhould overthrow it, when 
he had abſolutely promiſed him the con- 
trary : Therefore moſt likely for ſome 
churliſh threatnings from them : Nay , 
Sodoms it ſelf was beholding to him for a 
ſmall reſpite of the Judgment intended 
apain(t them. For God tells him he could 
do nothing till he were come thither *. 


® Gen. 19- And it was ſo,forLot was entred intoZoar 
| before a drop of Brimſtone and Fire was 
#* Ver. 22, Fained down upon Sodom*, Then the Lord 


rained upon Sodom 3 when e when Lot 
vas entred into Z-ar. This good the. 
Wicked World get by Gods People is ſo 
evident, that ſometimes wicked men can- 
not but take notice of it. Labar, a ſel- 
filh Idolater , was ſenſible of it, Ger. 3o. 
27. 1 have found by experience that the 
Lord hath bleſſed me for thy ſake. It was 
a Leſſon (o-legible, that he might have 
learned it fooner than in fourteen years. 
The Church is the chief obje&t of pre- 
ſervation, wicked men are preferyed 
for their ſakes ; as Dung is preſerved, 
not for its own ſake, but for the ma- 
nurtag a fruitful field, and Thorns 1n 


_ the Hedg=are preſerved for the Gardens 


lake. 
7. 16s 
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7. 'Tis then a very fooliſh thing for any 
fo contend against the welfare of Gods Peg- 
ple. *Tis to'ſtrive againſt an Almighty 
and unwearied Providence. Men may 
indeed ſometimes be ſuffered by God for 
holy ends to have their Wills, 1n ſome 
meaſure upon the Charch, but not alto- 
gerber : They muſt firſt depoſe him from 
is Throne, blind hiseyes,or hold bis Arm. 
_ 'Tisas fooliſh as if a worm ſhould deſign 
 todig down a Mountain, or Chat to Mar- 
ſhal 1t ſelf in Battel-array againſt the 
Wiad, or for a poor Flye to ſtop the mo- 
tion of a Milſtone. | | 


I. 'Tis fooliſh, Becauſe zt 7s exceeding 
ſinful. What is done againſt the Church, 
1s rather done againſt God, than againſt 
her; Since all ber Conſtitution, Worſhip, 
Obſervances , are direted to God as 
their ultimate end ; ſo that to endeavour 
to deſtroy the Church, is to deny God a 

Worſhip, deprive him of his SanQtua- 
Ty, break open his Houſe , Raviſh his 
Spouſe, cut off Chriſt's Body, rob him 
of his Jewels, and will be ſo'interpre- 
ted by God at the laſt, upon the ſcan- 
ning cf things. If the Church be Gods 
Es  - on houſe, 
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houſe, the Enemies ſhall anſwer for e- 
- very Invaſion, every forcible Entry, for 
the breaking down the Gates and Bars 
- of it, God will ſue them at laſt for dila- 
pidations. | 
2. Very unſucceſsful. Shall God be 
afraid of the multitudes and power of 
Men? No more than a Lyon, or a young 
Lyon roaring after his Prey, when a mul- 
titi.e of fl: 'pherds are called forth againſt 
EY him, ſhall h2 be afraid of their woice, 
 ***® or abaſe himſelf for their noiſe *. Noiſe 
and Clamor 1s all they can da, and that 
not long: The flierceneſls of the Lyon 
quickly (catters them, The Aſſociati- 
ons, and mens girdiag themſelves againſt 
the Church, 1s but a preparation to their 
_owa Ruine, {[ſz. R. 9g. Aſſociate your 
ſelves together, oh ye people, and ye fhall 
be broken in pieces, three times repeated. 
Your Counſels, faith he, ſhall not ſtand a- 
gainſt that preſence of God that 1s with 
us, For God is with ws 
3. [t is very DeſtruFive too. Gol 
will not alway be (till and refrain him- 
ſelf: he ſeems to do fo for a while but 
when he doth ariſe, he will deſtroy and 
*15, > devour at oace*,, he will mixe but one 
-42. 
TH morſel 
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morſe] of them. When God 1s angry 
with his people, and gives them into the 
hands of men to execute his Juſtice up- 
on them, and punith them, he will even 
puniſh thoſe enemies for their Cruelty, 
| and going beyond their commiſſion , in 
fatisfying there own immoderate Paſſ1- 
ons upon them. Upon this account 
God threatens Babylon, Iſa. 47.6. 1 
was wroth with my People, I have polluted 
mine Inheritance, and given them into thy 
hand, thou didſt ſhew them no mercy. 
Wherupon God threatens them after- 
wards, &c. ſo Zech, 1. 15. God was 
fore diſpleaſed with the Heathen, for 
when he was bur alittle diſpleaſed with 
his people, they helped forward the af- 
fiction, 

Uſe. 2. Is for Comfort. 

If all the Providence of God be for 
the good of the Church; If his eyes 
run to and fro to ſhew himſelf ſtrong 
for them ; it affords matter of great 
comfort, His Providence 18 continual 
for them, *, he hath ſeven pipes to con- 
vey kindneſs to them, as well as feven 
Lamps whereby to diſcern their 
ftrezzphts. His Providence 1s as vaſt as 


his 
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his Omniſcience : The number of Pipes 
belonging to the Candleſtick of the 
Church is exa&t according to the number 
of Lamps. The Churches Miſery cannot 
be hid from Gods eye, let it be in what 
part of the Earth ſoever, for his eyes run 
to and fro throughout the whole Earth, 
and his. ſight excites his ſtrength. Upon 
the ſight of their diſtrefled condition, 
he watches only for the fitteſt opportunity 
to ſhew himſelf ſtrong for them. And 
when that opportunity comes, he 1s ſpeedy 
inthe Deliverance of them, P/al. 18. 
IO. He rode npon a cherub, and did fly, yea, 
be did flyze upon the wings of the wind. He 
doth not only ride upon a Cherub, but 
flye.His wingsarenothing but wind, which 
hath thequickeſtand the ſtrongeſt motion, 
which moves the greateſt bodies, and 
turns down all before it: What is forthe 
good of the whole, hath an influence up- 
on every member of the Body. 


I. 'lis comfort in Duties, and ſpecial 
Services, Nothing ſhall be wanting for 
_ encouragement ro Duty and ſucceſs 1a it, 
when God calls any to it, ftnce all his 


Providence is for the good of the 
Church. 
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Church. Let there be bat ſincerity on our 
parts, 1n our attempts of ſervice upon 
Gods call, and we need not fear a want 
of Providence on Gods part : God never 
calls any to ſerve his Church in anyſta- 
tion, but he doth both Spirit and encou- 
rage them, God hath in his common Pro- 
vidence ſuited the nature of every Crea- 
ture to that place in which he hath ſet it 
in the World : and will he not much more 
in his ſpecial Providence ſuit every one 
| to that " he calls them to, for the ſer- 
vice of his Church? He did not forfake 
Chriſt.in redeeming his Church, neither 
will he forſake any in aſliſting his Church, 

When Joſeph of Arimathea mags boldly 


demand the body of ours Saviour, Pra» * 


vidence made the way plain before him, 
he meets with no check, neither from 


» . X ; 
Plate nor the Prielts *, * Mat, 25, 


5 3. 


2. In meanneſs and lowneſs, *Tis one mm 5. 


and the ſame God that rules the affairs 
of the whole World, of the Church 
and of every particular Member of it. 
As 1t 1s the ſame Soul that informs the 
whole Body, the meaneſt Member as 
well as that which is moſt excellent, 


Not 
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Not the meaneſt ſincere Chriſtian bug 
Is under Gods eye for good. The Spi- 
rit a&s and animates every Member 
1n the Church, the weakeſt as well as 
the moſt towring Chriſtian. Baruch was 
but the Prophet Jeremy's Amannenſis or 
Scribe, and Servant to Jeremy, ( who was 


. no great man in the World himſclf ) yet 


God takes notice ſo of his Service, that 
he would particularly provide for him, 
and commands Jeremy in a way of Pro- 
phecy to tell him as much, Jer. 45. 5. 
[ will bring evil upon all fleſh, but thy life 


will T give unto tbee for a prey whither- 


foever thou goes. 


3. 1n the greate Judgments upon others. 
In an Epidemical Judgment upon the 
whole Nattonof the Fews, God would 
have a ſpecial care of Baruch. If he 
ſhould caſt his people far off among the 
Heathen, and ſcatter them among the 
Countries, yet even there he would be 

a little SanQtuary unto them. His own 
* hue ſhould ſupply the want of a 
Temple; ſo he is pleaſed to expreſs him- 
ſelf *; but how is it poſſible the great 
God Gan be but a little SanQuary 2? His 
eve is upon them to ſee their dangers, 
and 
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ad his hand upon them to ſecure them 

orit. His Promiſe ſhall ſhield them, and 
his Wings ſhall cover then*, While he * Pll. 97, 
hath indignation,he hach a ſecret Cham ” 
ber for their ſecurity *. An Almighty * 0. 
ſhadow, under which they may abide *, 26. 20. 
In times of the moſt devouring dane, *** 97 
ger, he hath a Seal to ſet upon their 
forcheads as a mark of his ſpecial Pro- 
teftion, We never have ſo much ex- 
pertence of Gods care and ftrength, as 
in times of Trouble, P/ſal. 37. 39. He 
is their Strength in time of trouble. He 
is a friend, who is as able as willing, ard 
as willing as able to help them, whoſe 
watchfulneſs over them 1s as much a- 
bove their apprehenſion, as it is above 
their merits. 

4. In the greateſt extremities wherein 
his people may be , there are promiſes of 
comfort *- Both in overflowing wa- + 
ters, and ſcorching fires, he will be with 
them. His Providence ſhall attend his 
Promiſe, and his Truth ſhall be their 
Shield and Buckler, P/jal. 91. 4. That 
ſurely 1s a ſufficient ſupport ; Chriſt 
thought it fo, when he only ſaid to 
bis Diſciples, '/is I, be, net afraid *.,, 

Y What 15, 18. 


Ifa.43 2. 


* Jer: Jo, 
5,67. &C. 
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Vinat though there be a Storm, a dark- 
nels and trouble ? '175 I am be. Thedark- 
n-'s of the night troubles not the Pilot 
whilſt h: hath his Compaſs to ſicer 
by. Tf all his providences be for the 
e001 of them that fear him, he can ne- 
ver vant means to bring them out of 
trouble, becauſe he 1s always aQtually 
exerciſcd in governing that which is for 
thcir good ; and t11l he ſees it fit to deli- 
ver them, he will be with them. Great 
Mercies ſucceed the ſharpeſt AfﬀiGions. 
* When there ſhould be a voice of 
trembling, and men with their hands 
upon their Loins as women 1n Travel, 
and palcneſs in their faces, from the ex- 
cels of their fears: In that day God 
would break the Yoak from them, and 
they ſhould ſerve the Lord their God, 
and Dazid their King. Though the 
night Ec never ſo cark, yet 1t 1s certain 
the Sun will riſe and difperſe its light 
next rzorning, and one time or other 
\h:w it ſelf 40 its brightneſs. We have 
no reaſon to deſpond 1n great ex- 
tremitics, fincc he can think us 1nto ſafe- 
ty, Pſal. 40. 17. Lord think on mies 
much more look us into it 5 his —_ 
an 
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and his eyes move together. 
5. In fear of wants. The power of 
the Governor of the World cannot be 
doubted. His love, as little as it ſeems, 
fince it hath moved him to prepare Hea- 
ven to entertain his people at the end of 
their Jouxney, will not be wanting to 
provide accommodation for them upon 
the way, (ince all things both good and 
bad are at his beck, and under the go- 
vernment of his gracious Wiſdom. His 
eyes run to and fro through the whole 
Earth; not only to defend them in dan- 
gers, but ſupply them in wants: for 
his ſtrength i is ſhewed both ways. Doth 
he providentially regard them that 
have no reſpe& for him, and will he 
not employ his power for, and extend 
his care to them that adore and love 
him, and keep up his honour 1n the 
World 2 He will not ſurely be regard- 
leſs of the affiiftions of his Creatures, 
His people are not only his Creatures 
but his new Creatures, their bodies 
are not only created by "bim, but re- 
deemed by his Son. The purchaſe of 
the Redeemer ts jJoyned to the Provi- 
dence of the Creator. If he took care 
Y 2 of 
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of ycu when he might have damned 
you for your (ins, will he not much 
more fince you are Eclievers in Chriſt > 
And he cannot damn you Believing, un- 
leſs he renounce his Sons Mediation, 
and his own Promiſe. A natural man 
provides for his own , much more a 
Right:ous man, Prov. 19. 22. A good 
man leaves an inheritance to his children, 
much more the God of Righteouſneſs, 
a God who hath his eye always upon 
them. His eye will affect his heart, 
and his keart ſpirit the hand of his 
Power to relieve. He hath prepared 
of his goodneſs for the poor, Plal. 68. 

IO. 

6. *Tis comfort inthe low eſtate of the 
Church at any time. Gods eye 1s upon 
his Church, even whilſt he ſeems to 
have forſaken them. If he ſeem to be 
departed, it is but in {ome other part of 
the Earth,to ſhew himſelf (trong for them; 
where ever his eye 15 fixed in any part 
of the Worjd, his Church hath his 
heart, and his C Churches relief is his end. 
Though the Church may ſometimes lye 
among the Pots, 1n adirty condition,yet 
there 1s a time of Reſurrection, when 
God 
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God will reſtore it to its truc glory, and 
make it as white as a Dove with its Sil- 
ver Wings *. The Sun 1snot alway obſcu- « p,, 4 
red by a thick Cloud, but will be freed 13 
from the darkneſs of it. God will jrdge 
his people, and repent himſelf concerning 
his ſervants * : Tis a comfort to God * V1 135- 
to deliver his People, and he will do itc71 
in ſuch a Seaſon when it ſhall be molt comfort 
comfortable,to his Glory & their Hearts. bimielf. 
The very name Hijeruſalcm, ſome de- 
rive from Jireh Salem, God will pro- 
- vide in Salem. The new Jeruſalem 1s _ 
the title given to Gods Church, Kev. 4. 
and 1s ſtill the objec of his Providence, 
and he will provide for it at a pinch, 
Ger. 22. 14. Jehovah Jireh. God will 
raiſe up the honour and beauty of his 
Church, Great men ſhall be ſervants 
to it, and employ their ſtrength for it, 
when God lhall hive mercy on it ©: «1, 
Yea, the Learning and knowledy of the 10,11, 12. 
world ſhall contribute to the building of 
It, v. 13. The glory of Lebanon ſhaf/ come 
unto thee, the fir-tree, the jine tree, and 
the box together, to beautifi: the place 
of my ſanGuary It ſhall be called the caty 
of the Lord, the $i1n of the holy one of 

23 Lracl, 


= 
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Iſrael, that ſhe may krow that the Lord is 
her Saviour, and her Redeemer the mighty 
one of Jacob. As Chriſt roſe in his Natu- 
ral, ſo he will in his Spiritual Body. If 
Chriſt when dead could not be kept from 
Riſing, Chriſt Gow living ſhall not be 
hiadred from railing and helping his 
Church. His own Glory 1s linked with 
his Peoples {ecurity 3 and though he may 
not be moved for any thing in them be- 


_ cauſe of their (iafulneſs 3; he will for his 


own name, becauſe of its Excellency *, 


| *EzeK 36: Fek. 36. 22.1 do not this for your ſakes, 


Q houſe of Iſrael, Lut for my holy zames ſake. 
As Sorrows encreaſed upon the Iſraelites, 
the nearer their Deliverance approach- 
£d. | | | 
Becauſe this Method of God 1s the 
greate(t ſtartling even to good men, let us 
confider this a little ; tha: God doth, and 


why God doth leave his Church to ex- 


tremittes before he doth deliver it. 
Take the Reſulution of this in ſome 
propoſitions. . 
1. *[is tndced Gods uſual method to 


lee the Church ty extremity before ke 


doth command help, You never heard of 
any eminent Deliverance of the 


Churci 
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Church but was uftcred 'in by fome a- 
mazing diſtreſs, The 1frae/;1es were 
not ſaved till they were put 19 between 
Sea, Hills and Forts, that theis D=- 
ſtruction was inevitable unleſs Heaven 


relieved them. Pharaoh relolve; to hive. 


his will, and God reſolves to hive nis 
but he lets him come with his witvle 
Force and open mouth at the {ſraclites 
backs, and then makes the Waters his 
Sepulchre. Conſtantine th2 man-chiid 
in the revelation, was preceded by Dio- 
ckfſian the ſharpeſt Perſecator. When 
his People are at a loſs, 'ois his uſaal 
time to do his greateſt works for them, 
God had promiſed Chrilt many ages, 
and yet no appearance of him ; {ti} 
Promiſe after Promiſe, ani no Ferfor- 
mance, Pſal, 40. 8, It was then {| 1 { 
come | yet many hundred years row!'d 
away, and no fight of him yet. Capit- 
vity and affliction and no Regcemer 3 
but when the Worid was over-run with 
Idolatry, the Fews oppreſſed by the Ry» 
mans, the Scepter departed from Ji- 
dah, Herod an Fdomite, ard ftravger 
King, and ſcarce any Faith left, then, 
then he comes. Tone World will tc in 

Y 4 MUCH 
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muci the like caſe at his next coming, 

Luke. 18. 8. Whenthe ſin of man comes, 

ſhall he jind faith in the earth ? there 

ſhall be faintings, deſpondency, unbe- 

lief of his Promiſe, as though he had 

calt off all care of his Churches con- 

cerns. 'I; nct meant of a Juſtifying 

Faith , but a Faith in that particular 
Promiſe of his coming. The Faith of 

the Iſraelites mult needs begin to flag, 

when they ſaw their Males murdered 

by the Egyptians ; could ihey believe 

the Propaga:iton of the Seed of Abra- 

bats, when murder took off the Infants, 

and Labour and Ape would in time, the 

o1d ones 2 Whillt their Children were 
preſerved, the Promiſe might eaſily be 
believed. But conſider, this was but juſt 
xefore their deliverance 3 like a violent 

Criſis before Recovery. "He doth then 

Fadge bis Prop and repent kimpelf if for 

kis ſervants, when he ſres their power is 

* Deut. goxe, 47 F « ere is none ſhut wp or left * 
4 He doth {> for the wicked many times; 
when the affliction of Idolatrous 1ſract 

was bitter, when there was not any ſhut 

LD, NOT any left, nor any kelper for I/- 
rac, then he foved them by the hand of 
Feraloar; 


| 
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Jeroboam the Son of Joaſh *. He doth” 2 King, 
jo with private perſons 3 Peter might '* © 7 
have been delivered by God's Power out 
of Prifon, when he was firſt ſent thi- 
ther ; but God thought it fitteſt for him 
to lie {in Chains, and free him but the,,,_ 
night before his intended Execution *. 6, 5, 
Lt had his Goods rifled and carried a- 
way Captive before God ſtirred up A- 
braham to reſcue him. When the hand of 
the wicked lies heavicſt upon the heads 
of the Righteous, and wrings the moſt 
mournſul ſighs from them, when they 
are needy, and the wicked ſecurely puf- 
fing at them, as though they had 
brought them to ſo low a condition as 
to blow them away with a blaſt, now 
ſaith God will T arife, p/al. 12. 5. For 
the oppreſſuor of the poor, for the ſighing of 
the ncedy, now will 1 ariſe, ſuith the Lord, 
IT will {ct hin at ſafety from him that 
puſjeth at im. Now, rhis is the time I 
watchcd for,as fitteſt for my own Glory, 
and their ſafety. Then God diſappoints 
them, when they ſeem to have got to 
the Goal with the Ball at their foot. 
Secondly. God bereby doth glorify bim- 
ſeif He then diſcovers that there is no- 
thing 
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thing too high for his power to check 

nothing too ſubtil for his Wiſdom to 
diſappoint, nothing too low for his love 
to embrace. That is the ſeaſon where- 
in his Mercy will be moſt prized, his 
Power molt admired, his Wiſdom moſt 
-adored, and his Juſtice molt clear- 
ed. God lets the concerns of his Church 
go backward that he may bring them 
on with more Glory to himſclf, and ſas 
tisfaCction to his creature. God will di- 
vide the benefit and the honour be- 
rween himſclk and the creature * 
Hz will hive the whole Glory, and 
his creature {hall have the ſenſible 
advantage. They ſhall enjoy Salvation, 
there is their benefitzbut not by Sword or 
* Bow, but by the Lord their God *, Saved 
they (hould be, but in fuch a way where- 
in the honour of God might moſt ap- 
pear without any mixture of the Crea- 
ture. 

. God glorifies his Power. His eyes 
run to and fro to (hew himſelf ſtrong. 
He will then pitch upon ſuch a ſeafon 
when his ſtrength may appear moſt 11- 
Juſtrious, and none elle have any pre- 


telce to claim an cqual (ſtrength with 
him. 
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him. A time of «xtremity is the fitteſt 
opportunity for this. When bis pow- 
er canot be clouded by any interpoſt- 
tion of the creature for challenging a ' 
ſhare 10 1t. The greater the malice a- 
gaintt the Church, the weaker the 
Churches ability ro kelp itſelf, the more 
glorious is the power of God magnified 
in deliverance ; little dangers are not 
ſo ſuitable for the triumph of an 16ftnite 
ſtrength. As God ler Chriſt lye three 
dayes 102 the Grave , that his Reſur- 
reCtion might be known to be the fruit 
of Divine power; for the ſame end 
he Jets his myſtical Body lye 1n the ſame 
condition, Had God brought [ſracl out 
of Egypt in the time of the Kings that 
were friends to them from a kindly re- 
membrance of Joſeph, there had been 
no character of a Divine power , though 
there had been of a Divine truth appa- 
rent 1n the caſe z but he ſer apart that 
time for their deliverance when he was 
to conteſt with the mightieſt oppolition 
from the whole body of the Egyptiar 
Nation, who had forgot F»ſeph their 
oreat Benefactor. Had not the Diſct- 
pcs been 1n a great Storm ready to be 


caſt 
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caſt away, and Chriſt aſleep, till they 
were 1n extremity 3 they had not ſeen 
ſuch * viſible marks of the extenſivencſ; 
of their Maſters power. When the 
hearts of the (trong men fainted, when 


the Afſſyrians would not hear the 


Embaſſadors of Peace, when they had 
broke their former Covenant, reſolved 
to invade the Land, when their Cala- 
mity and deſpair had arreſted all their 
hopes, Now, when all things are in 
ſuch a deplorable ſtate, will [ ariſe ſaith 
the Lord, now will Tbe exalted, now will 
7 lift up my ſelf. God was not afleep 
or uncoccerned, but he fate ſtill, watch- 
ing for ſuch a ſeaſon, Now, 1s three 
times repeated, The Plalmiſt gives us 
a lecord of this 1n hts particular caſe. 
When the waters of his affliction were 
many , the Enemy ftrong, and too 
ſtrong for him , their ſtrength edged 
with an intenſe hatred, then God ap- 
pears © bu his ſtay, and prevents them 
in the day of his Calamity, P/al. 18. 
16, 17, i8. God lets his Enemies be 
too ſtrong tor him, that he might ap- 
pear his only ſtay, without any mix- 
ture of Davids ſtrength 1n the cale. 
When 
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When the Jews thruſt Chriſt out of 


Nazareth, led him to the Brow of the 
Hill, and were ready to caſt him down, 


then, and not till then, he frees himſelf 


out of their hands, and diſappoints the 
ces of their rage. As Chriſt dealt 
thus for himſelf, ſo he deals for his Church 
in all Ages. 

2, God glorifies his Wiſdom. His 
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth to ſhew himſelf ſtrong 3 *tis not 
a bare ſtrength that God would ſhew, 
or ſuch a Power which we call in mana 
brutiſh valor, without wit or skill;but to 
ſhew his ſtrength with his Wiſdom, when 
all his other Attributes may be olorified 
with that of his Power. When all 
worldly helps are departed, we can as 
little aſcribe our ſecurity to our own 
wiſdom and induſtry, as to our own 


ſtrength and power. The Phyſitians 


Skill is beſt evidenced in maſtering 
a deſperate Diſeaſe. He will bring the 
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Councils of the Heathen to nought *. He * p12. 


w1ll let them counſel], he will let them Lo, 


deviſe and carry on their Councils near 
to Execution, that he may ſhew, that as 


the ſtrength of Hell isno match for his 


Power, 


334 


F 


A Diſcourſe of 


power, ſothe craft of Satan is no mate 
for his Wiſdom. But he raiſes the Fro- 
phies of his Wiſdom upon the ſabtil de- 
vices of his Enemies. 

3. God glorifies his Care and (ompaſ. 
fron. When his people are neareſt cruſh- 
ing, God 1s neareſt preſerving. Gods 
Mercy 1s greateſt when bis Saints Mi- 
{ery is deepeſt; when S707 15 as an out- 
caſt, it {hall be taken into Gods proteGtt- 
on, Jer. 3o. 16, 17. 1 will heal thee of 


thy Wounds becauſe they called thee an 
Out- caſt, ſaying, this is Sion whom no man 


ſeeks after. When none ſtood up to 
plead for her, when her Lovers ſhe de- 
pended on had forgotten and forſaken 
her 3 when they thovght her caſt out of 
the care of any creature, the Creator 
would take her up. When the ruine 
was inevitable as to man, their preſcr- 
vation was molt regarded by God. Had 
God ſtopped Pharaeh at his firſt March 
by raiſing ſome Mutiny 1n his Army, his 
mercy to his people as well as his pow- 
er againſt his Enemies had rot ben fo 
conſpicuous. The more deſperate things 

are, the fitter ſubje& for the advance- 

ment of Gads kindneſs, Had God cons 
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dudted the {/rae/ites through a rich and 
fruitful Country, 1t would have obſcu- 
red the glory of his care of them, which 
was more ſignal in directing them 
through a Barren Deſert, crowded with 
fiery Serpents, without Bread to nou» 
riſh them, or Water to cool them, where- 
in he manifeſted himſclf to be both 
their Caterer and Phyfſitian. Moſes 
was never more peculiarly under Gods 
protedion, no not when he had the 
whole Guard of Iſrac! about him in the 
Wilderneſs, than when his Mother had 
expoſed him to the River forlorn, in a 
pitched Ark, and forſaken by his Siſter, 
who ſtood aloof off to fee how Provi- 
dence would condu& him. When Labar 
was poſleſled with Fury againſt Jacob, 

God countermands it, and i1flues out his 

own order to him, how he ſhould behave 
himfelf towards his Son *. God times, 0257: 
his kindneſs, ſo that it may appear to be ers 
nothing elſe but Grace, Grace with a 
Witnets ; that his people may be able 

to underſtand the very particularities of 

it, Iſa. 30. 18. therefere will the Lord 
wait that he may be gracious unto you: 

He leaves them theretore for a while to 

the 
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the will of their enemies, verſe 17. 48 
the rebuke of five ſhall you flee till you be 
feft 2s a beacon i:pon the top of a monn- 
tain, and as an enjien upon 4 hill: Never 


15s Salvation ſweeter, and Mercy beter 


reliſht, than when it ſnatches us out of 
the teeth of danger. God would have 
his mercy valued, and *tis fit it ſhould. 
And when is a Calm more grateful than 
after the bittereſt Storm, attended with 
the higheſt deſpair? Gods mercy in 
ſparing Iſaac after the knife was, at his 
throat, was more welcome and more de- 
Iicious both to Farher and Son, than 1f 
God had revealed his intent to 4brahar 
12 the three days Journey to the Mount 

Moriah, But God ſuſpending his Soul in 

bitterneſs all that time prepared his heart 

for the valuation of that mercy. When 

humane help forſaketh us, God moſt em- 

braceth us, P/al. 27. 10. When my father 

and mother forſake me, then the Lord will 

take me up. 

4. God glorifies bis Righteouſneſs and 
Jaſtice. There is a meaſure of wicked- 
reſs God ſtays for, which will be an 
object of his Juſtice without exception. 
When the meaſure of a peoples Cave- 
touſnels 
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touſneſs is come , then their end 15 come, 
and God. will fll chem with men as 
with Caterpillers, and they ſhall life up 


a ſhout againſt them *. Hereby God * Jer. 5k. 


clears the Juſtice of his proceediogs, 
that he exerciſed patience ſo long 3 that 
things were come to that pals, that ct- 
ther his People or his Enemies muſt be 
deſtroyed. As the caſe was with the 
Iſraclites, had not God marvellouſly 
appeared , every man of them had 
been cut off or reduced to Slavery. The 
Dye was caſt, either the Egyptians or 
the [jraelttes muſt be defeated : either 
God muſt appear for his Church, or 
none would be left in the Woald to pro- 
fels him. In ſuch a caſe the Juſtice of 
God is more unexceptionable: No man 
has any ſemblance for complaining of 
him. For he ſtruck not till che ſafety 


of bis Adverſaries was 1nconfhiftent with © 


his own Honour and [Intereſt in the 
World. When men come to ſuch a 
height, as to flight, and rcfolve ro. break 
the laws of God, then is the time for 
the Honour of his Righteouſneſs in his 
own inſtitutions, to vex them 1n his 
fore difpleaſure, Pſal. 2. 3, 5+ Then 

{ ſhall 
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ſhall le ſpeak to them in his wrath,andyex 


them, &c.Whene When they reſolve to 
caſt away his bands and cords from them, 
vir, 2. He is forced to riſe then, when 
men make void his Law, and tread down 
the Honour of it ; When they would 
not have God to have a ſtarding Law in 
the World, or a people to profeſs him, 
P/al. 119. 126. 'Tis 1ime for the Lord to 
work, fir they have made void thy Law. 
When the Grapes of Wickednefs are thus 
fully ripe, then is Gods time for the ho- 
nour of. his Juſtice to caſt them into the 


* Rev 14 Wine- preſs of hi; Wrath *. This is Gods 


E319, 20- 


ſet time when he may glorify, without 
any exception, his Juſtice 11 puniſbing 
his enemies (ins, his Wiſdom in defeating 
his enemies Plots, his power in deſtroy - 
_ Ing his enemies ſ{trength, and his mercy 
in relieving his Peoples wants. 
Thirdly, Such. extremities and dellve- 
rance in them are moſt advantagious for 


kis People. 


1. Iibeing a ſeaſon to improve and know 
their intereſt, M:n do not uſually ſ.ek ro 
G39, or at leaſt focarneltly as whea they 
arc in diſtreſs; the time of the tempeſt 
Was 
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wis the time of the Diſciples prayizg 
to Chriſt: The 7jrae/its, you ſcarce 
fiad them calling upon God but in times 
of danger and diſtreſs; hereby Gad 
doth-incourage and pive an argunent 
for Prayer, The Plalwiſt uſeth the ex- 
tremity of the Church often as an Ar- 
gument to move God to pity, P/al. 
123. 3. Have mercy upon ut, O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, for we are exceeding- 
ly filed with contempt. We are glutted 
with contempt, as low as low can be. So 
P/al.. 44. 23, 24. Awake, why ſſeepeſt 
thou? O Lord, ariſe, caſt us votoff for ever 
our ſoul is bowed to X duſt. That is the 
molt ſucceſsful time for Prayer which 
1s the time of the ſtirring of Go1s 
Bowels. He hath been a firength to ihe 
Poor., a Strength to the Needy in his Di- 
Freſs, a refuge from the Stora a ſhadow 
from the heat, win the blaſt of the ter- 
rible ones is as a ſlorm againit tte Wall *. 
They in ſuch a time find how conlide- 
rable their interei{t is with God, when 
upon their Prayer they ſhall find relief 
ſuitable to every kind of danper they are 
in; The Spirit. of Prayer upon the 


Church is but the Preſage of their Ad- 
£2 


verſlaries 


* Ifa. 25.4: 
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ſaries ruin. When God ſeeks to de- 
ſtroy the Nations that come againſt 
Hieraſalem, he will pour upon the In- 
habitants of it, a ſpirit of Graceand of 
Supplication, Lech. '12. 9 And in that 
| day 1 will ſeek to deſtroy all the Nations 
that come againſt Jeruſalem, and I will 
pour upon the houſe of David, and the In- 
babitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirii of Grace 
and of jupplication. This time of extre- 
mity, when all their hands fail, ſhould 
edge the Churches prayers. Our great 
Interceſlor ſeems in this caſe to ſet us 
a pattern, Zech. 1. 12. O Lord of Hoſts, 
how long wilt thou not have mercy upon Je- 
7uſalem 2 | mn firgle by it ſelf, not in an 
aftix ] When all the Earth fits ſtill and 
is at reſt, unconcerned 1n the affairs of 
thy Church, if thou wilt not have mer- 
cy on them 1n this ſtrait, who' ſhall re- 
lieve them 3 none elſe have any mind to 
itz then 1{Jue out comfortable words to 
the Angel from the mouth of God. This 
'1s an advantage of extremity , it ſets 
Chriſt a pleading, and the Church on 
praying. 

2. As aſeaſon for afing Faith at pre- 
fent, and an encouragement of relyance 
pon 
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upon him in future Straits, As a fſea- 
ſon for ating Faith at preſent. Our Sa- 
viour lets Lazarns dye and ſtink 1a the 
Grave, before he raiſed him, that he 
might both confirm Faith in his Diſct- 
ples hearts, and ſettle ir in the hearts 
of ſome of the Jews *. am glad for * John x1 
gour ſakes that I was not there, to the ins» 13-45: 
tent that ye may believe, What, let Laz +- 
#s die, onethat he loved, one ſo ſtrongly 
pleaded for by two Siſters, that he loved 
too, and (ollicited upon his friend(hip to 
relieve him,v. 3. Behold he whom thouloveſt 
7s ſick 5 and our Saviour glad he was not 
there to prevent it; yes, not glad of Laza- 
rus his extremity, nor- of the Churches 3 
But of the opportunity to give them 
greater ground of Faith and encourage- - 
_ - ment to truſt him. The Ciurches 
Faith is Gods Glory : He that Þath ma» 
ay things to truit to, 15*11 {1ipence 
which he ſhould take hold of: But wien 
there 1s but one lefr, with what gree- 
dineſls will he claſp about that ?: God 
cuts down worldly props, that we 
might make him our ſtay. How will 
the Church 1n extremity recoll=Ct all 


the deliverances of it in former ages, 
3 and 
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and put them up in p'eas to God, for a 
renewal of his wonted kindneſs and 
new fuccef{ltons of deliverance, where- 
by God g-ts the glory' of his for- 
mer work, and his Church the preſent 
comfort in renewing fiducial atts 
upon him? How doth Jehojaphat put 
God in mind of his gracious ef{iſtance 
acted ſome ages before , when he was 
ta a ſtraight. by the Invaſion of apow- 
erful Armv / 2 Chron. 20. 7. Art not 
thou our Grd that didſt drive out the In- 
habitants cf this land before thy people 
Ifrael? ov. 12. We know not what to do, 
but our ejes are upon thee : Never are the 
Churches eyes 1» fixzd upon God ; ne- 
ver Gods eyes folixed upon the Church, 
as intimes of their diſtre's. Then there 
is a ſweet Communion with, and re- 
counting of all rheir former friend- 
ſhips. The Church then throws it ſelf 
wholly upen God : Its proſperity 1s but 
like a troubled Sea, its diſtreſs 1s the 
time Of its reſt. So Aſu, when aſlault- 
ed by a miliicn of men under Zerah, the 
Ei/; pian, how doth. he throw himſelf 
and the whole weight of His concerns 
upon the hands of God, © and makes 


his 
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his Cauſe Gods? 2 Chrow. 14. 11. Help 
#s, O Lord our God, for we ret ca thee; 
oh Lord, thou art our God, let not man 
prevail againitFthee. And there is an en- 
couragemeat allo 1a the deitverance for 
future Faith. It gives a ground for fu- 
cure Faith from the riches of the pre- 
ſeat experience. Ia ſuch diſtreſs there 
is the higheſt experience of God, and 
hope is the fruit of experience; How 
apt are we to believe God inother (traits, 
when we have had aſliltance { like 
they that dream'd ) come unexp<ctcd- 
ly upon us? God overthrew Pharaoh's 
Hoſt in the Red Sea, when they were 
upon the heels of the affrighted 1ſrae- 
lites, andready to cruſh them, but God 

ave them to be meat to the people inha- 
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biting the wilderneſs *, as a ftanding * Plal.o4, 
excellent diſh to feed their hopes for all 74 


future deliverances upon their truſt in 
God. And indeed that deliverance was 
an earneſt of their perpetual ſecurity, 
by ſpecial Providence io any ſucceeding 
trouble. And God oftengives them a 
particular charge to remember that des 
Iiveranc2 with a practical remembrance, 
to (til! their Fear , and ſupport their 

Z 4 Faith, 
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Faith, Deut. 7. 18. Thou ſhalt not be 
affraid of them, but ſhalt well remember 
what the Lord thy God did unto Pharaoh, 
and to all the Egyptians. He would 
have them remember it as a Covenant- 
mercy , what the lord thy God did, thy 
God in Covenant; not what the Lord did 
barely by an armof Power, but what he 
did by a vaſtnef- of affedion, and asa God 
of truth and firmneſs 1a his Covenant. 


. In fitting them by the extremity for a 
a oh reception of the Mercy intended. 

God keeps up the diſtreſs of his 
Church to expel ſelf-confidence. Truft 
in earthly things is the great check of 
Gods Kindneſs. We hardly forlake this 
temper, till we are forſaken by all thoſe 
things we confide in. Times of extree 
mity make us more humble, and bumi- 
lity like the Plow, fits us for the ſeed of 
Mercy. The Gardeners digging up the 
clods is but to prepare the earth for 
the receiving and nourſhing ſome ex- 
cellent Plants he intends to put into its 
Womb. There is a certain ſet time for 
Gods great aQtions. He lets the powers 

of darinefs haye their hour, and God 
| | 7111 
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will take his hour, P/al. 102. t3.Thou 
ſhalt ariſe aud have mercy upon Sion, for 
the time to favour her, yea the ſet timeis 
comme. He hath a (et time for the diſcovery 
of his mercy, and he will not ſtay a jot 
beyond it. What 1s this time ? v. 9,@*c. 
When they eat aſhes like Bread, and min- 
gle their drink with weeping, When they 
are moſt humbled; and when the ſer- 
vants of God have moſt afte&ion to the 
Church When their humble and ar- 
' dent affetions are ſtrong, even to the 
ruine and rubbiſh of itz when they 
have a mighty defire and longing for 
the reparation of it, as the Jews in Caps 
tivity had for the very duſt of the Tem- 
ple, wer. 14. For thy Servants take 
pleaſure in her Stones, "od favenr the 
duſt thereof. For, there, notes It to be a 
realon why the ſet time was judged by 
them to be come, T hat 1s Gods ſet time, 
when the Church 1s moſt believing, 
moſt humble, moſt afteionate to Geds 
intereſt in it, and moſt ſincere. With- 
out Faith we are not fit to deſire mercy; 
without humility we are not fit to re- 
ceive It, without affection we are not 
{it tO value ir, witE out ficccrity we are 
: ED | not 
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not fit to improve it. Times of extre- 
mity contribute to the growth and cx« 
erciſe of thoſe qualifications. 

4. In ſecuring them againit future 
Streights, For Gods diſappointing 
Enemies when they thiok them- 
ſelves ſure of all, is the higheſt diſcou- 
ragement to them, and thoſe of the like 
temper to renew the like attempts ; 
but if they do, it 1s an evidence they 
thall meer with the like ſucceh : ; Ts 
the higheſt vexation to ſee their projects 
diverted, when they have lighted their 

match, and are ready to give fire. Men 

may better take notice how God loves 
his people, when he apprehends their 
adverſaries in the very Pinnacle of their 
Pride, and flings them down from the 
Mount of their hopes. It doth not on- 
ly daſh the preſent deſigns, but diſhear- 
ren future attemp!:s. The Egyptzans af- 
ter their overthrow at theR <£d Sea never 
attempted to diſturb them in their jour- 
ncy in the Wilderneſs. It was a Bridle 
to all their enemies., except Amalek,, 
upon whoſe Country they travelled 1n 
the Wilderneſs, when 1t was the inte « 
relt of State 1a all thoſe Nations to rout 
that 
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that ſwarm of People that muſt have 
ſome. Seat to dwell ia; and every Nation 
might juſtly fear to be ciſpoſſcſſed by 
them; yet we read of no League a- 
mong thoſe Nations bordering upon 
the Wilderneſs, ſuch a terror did God 
ſtrike into them by that relief he gave 
his People in their extremity at the Red 
Sea 3 whereby he provided for their fu- 
ture ſecurity in their whole Journey. 
It was this metled the hearts of the Gz- 
beonites,one of theNations of Cara4n,and 
brought them to a ſubmiſſion to F-fbue 
as the ſeatiment of all their Neigh-_ 
bours, Joſh. 9. 9. We are come becauſe 
of the name f the Lord thy God, for 
we have heard the fame f him, and 
all that he did in Egypt. And for this 
and other reaſons 1t may be, that the 
times before the Churches laſt deli- 
verance (hall be ſharper than any be- 
fore 3 which our Saviour 1ntimates , 
Matt. 24. 21. For then there (hall be great 
tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the be« 
gimning of the world, no nor ever ſhall 
be. In Difcourting his Diſciples of the 
troubles at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
which was a type of the trouble prece- 
ding | 
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digg the end of the World, he adds a 
diſcourſe of what ſhall be at the end of 
the World , ia the laſt attempt of the 
enzmizs of the Church, for ver. 29. 
he ſaith 32-:2diately afier the tribulation 
of thoſe days, ne {peaks of his coming in 
the Clouds of H:aven with great power 
and glory. An1 alloin the Revelation, 
Rev. 16, 18. And there was a great 
earthquake, ſuch as was not ſtuce men 
were upon the exrth, ſy mighty an earth- 
quake, and ſo great. This perhaps at the 
pouring our of the feventh Vial may con- 
c2rn the Chriſtian Ciurch as well as the An: 
tichriſtian Party. Bat the reaſon why it 
may be (harper juſt before that laſt delive- 
rance than it was in fqrmer ages, may be 
becauſe 1t 1s the laſt effort the enemy ſhall 
mak<3the la{t dzmoaſtration of Gods pow- 
er and wiſdom for, and care cf bis Church, 
and of Jaitice upon . his eneanes 1n ſuch 

caſes. The Jait ſeaſon for their multt- 
plying their cries, and actting thetr Faith 
for ſuch a concern. 


2, Of of Exhortation, IF it be ſo, 
Pr Et” of God 13 chietly de- 


y 


aA 


2 
{i022 tor the 93904 of the Caurch 3 


Firtt, 
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Firſt, Fear not the . Enemies of the 
Church. Tis a wrorg to God. Fear 
_ of Man 1s always attended with a for- 

getfulneſs of God, Ijz. 51. 12, 13. 
1, even I am he that comforteth yeu, who 
art thou that art affraid of a man that ſhall 
dye, and of the Son of Man that fhall be 
made as Graſs, and forgetieſt the Lord 
thy Maker, who hath ſiretched forth the 
heavens, &*c. *Tis to value the pow- 
er of Graſs above the power of the 
Creator,as though that had more abilj- 
ty to hurt, than God to help. Asif 
men were as ſtrong as Mountains, and 
God as weak as a Bulruſh. 'Tis a wrong 
to his Truth ; hath he not comforted 
you in his Promiſe? What Creature 
ſhould then deject you#*Tisa wrong to 
his Mercy; is he not the Lord thy Ma- 
ker £ Calvin refers this to Regene- 


ration, and not Creation. Hath he not 


renewed you by his Spirit, and will he 
not prote& you by his ſtrength ? and 
that yon may not queſtion his power, 
look up to the Heavens which he hath 
ſtretched out,and the foundations of the 


Farth which he hath Jaid : And 1s that 


Arm which hath done ſuch mighty 
| works 
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works too weak to defend that work 
which is choicer in his eye than either 
the extended Heaven, or the eſtabliſhed 
Earth ? We vilifie God,and defile his Glo- 
ry, when our fear of mans power ſtifles 
our Faith in God, 1/28. 12, 13. Neither 
fear you their fear, nor be affraid:ſand@ifie 
the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and let him be 
Jour fear. Let the wicked fear the 4/- 
ſyrians, and engage in confederacies a- 
gain(t them, -but let your eyes be lift- 
ed up to me and my Providence. God 
will either turn away the mouth of the 
Cannon from the Church, or arm it a- 
gainſt the ſhot ; either preſerve it from 
a danger, prote@& it in it, or ſandtifie 1t 


to the Church, and who need fear a. 


Sword in a fathers hand ? 

I. Wifl you fear man, who have a Ged 
fo ſecure you 2 The Church belongs to 
God, not to man, as a juſt propriety. 
Iſa. 43. 1. Fear not, for I have redeem- 
ed thee, T have called thee by my name, 
thou art mine ; when thou paſſe3t through 
the waters I will be with thee, &c. . Th uu 
art mine, not mans. Thou art mine, I 
am thine. I will be with thee as thine, 
I will ſccure thee as mine. Is my Crea- 
tiog, 
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ting, 1s my forming, is my redeeming 
thee to no purpoſe? I will cot ſecure you 
from trouble 3. but ſurely my redemp- 
tion of you, the propriety I have in you, 
ſhould ſecure you from ſears in thoſe 
troubles. None ſhall hurt you whilſt 
I have power to defend you. God with 
4s, 1f well conſidered and believed, 1s —© 
ſufficient to ſti]l thofe fears which have 

the greateſt outward objeas for their 
encouragement, Pſal. 27. 1. Thz Lord 

7s the trength of my life, of whom ſhall 

T be affraid? 1t God be our ſtrength to 
ſupport us, why ſhould the weakneſs of -— 

' duſt and aſhes fcare us? Alliance to 

great men, and ProteCtion of Princes , 

prop up mens hearts againſt The fears of 
others z and ſhall alliznce to God be 

of a weaker efficacy? A * Heathen could * 4:ram. 
ſo argue that knew nothing of Redemp- 1! Epiſt 
tion. Let the Counſcls of Enemies be” "© 7: 
crafty *, yet they conſult againſt Gods pai. 83. 3. 
hidden ones, hidden by God whillt Plot- 
ted againſt by men : who would fear 
_ the (tratagems of men, whillt protect- 
ed 11 an impregnable Tower ? God bides, 
when men are ready to ſeize the Prey, 
How did the Angel protect a ſincere, 
trembling 


Rev.2, 1 


Pt 
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trembling Lot againſt the invaſion of 
a waolz Cicy, and ſecured his perſon 
whilit he blinded his enemies eyes that 
they could not fiad thz door [nſtraments 
cannot deſign more malicioully than 
Chriſt watches over them afte&tionate- 
ly, Chriſt hath his Eye to ſee your 
works and danger, where Satan hath his 


3: Throne. 


2. Will you fear man, who have a 
God to watch over their motions ? What 
counſels can prevail where God intends 
to over-rule their reſolves There is 
no place ſo cloſe as to keep private reſo- 
lations from his knowledge. This was 
the thonght of thoſe States-men againſt 
whom the Prophet Iſaiah thunders, 1/z. 
29. 15, 16. Wo unto them that ſeek 
deep to hide their counſel from the Lord, 
and their works are in the dark; ſurely 
your turning of things upſide down ſhall be 


 efteemed as the Potters Clay Their Coun- 


ſels were as well known to him as the 
Potters clay is to the Potter, which he 
can either frame into a veſſc], or fling a- 
way into the Mats from whence he'took 
it. God hath not deſpoyled himſelf of - his 


Government 3 nor will devolve his right 


upon 
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upon any mea to diſpoſe of his concerns. 
When men think to a& ſo ſecretly as 


though they framed themſelves, as though 


Gods eye were not upon them ; He will 
watch and trace all their Motions, and 
make them inſignificant to their purpoſes. 
Satan himſelf,the (lyeſt and fubrileſt agent, 
is too open to God to hide his Councils 
from him. Never fear man till the whole 
combined Polices of Hell can controul 
the reſolves of Heaven. Till God wants 
Omniſcience to dive into their ſecrets,skill 
to defeat their Councils, and an arm to 
abate their power. 


3. Will 1oufear men or devils who have 
a God to reſtrain them ? 

The grcac Dragon and General of 
the Serpents Sced is unger a binding 
power, who can bind him not only a 
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thouſand + ears, but a thouſand Ages *. + Rer. =T 
Have his Sced more force to refiſt Al- 2. 


mightineſs tran their Captain 2 The 


Prophet ip-aking of the A/jyrians 
threatning Jerz/2/em, and the contu- 
fion in ſom: Cities for fear of them , 
yet, ſaith he, he (hall remain at Nob, 
a City of the Levites, not far from Je- 

Aa 


ruſalem, 


*-F Hial..76 
9, 10, 
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ruſaſem , where he might have a full 


Profſpet of the City. He ſhall bur 


{h ke his nard, he ſhall not gripe it in 
his Talons He (hall ſhew his teeth, 
but not bite; ſnar}, but not worry, 1/z. 
10. 32. God will let cut ſo much of 
the cnemics wrath as may anſwer his 
g acious ends to the Church in purging 
o' them, but the remainder of Wrath, 
which rcm:ins in their hearts for the 
Churches D:(t:uction, he will re- 
{train *. As a Phyfitian weighs out fo 


"much as may curb the Diſeaſe, not k1ll 


the Patient. The Ctain of Providence 
controuls the Power of Satan, when it 
doth not change his defires. The E 

gyptians Will againſt the Iſraelites was 
{trong, but his power was wears. Might 
and Power is only in the hand of God, 
who Reigns over all, r Chrox. 29. 12. 
And God will exert ſo much of Power 
to bridle the inclinations of Nature in 
the wicked for the good of his people. 
He will give them ſo much line as may 
ſerve hi> holy purpoſes, but not fo 
much as ſhall prejudice tie Churches 
ſtanding. A Staff is not capable of gi- 


 vivg a imart blow without the force of 


the 
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the hand that hoids it. Wicked men 
are No more than a ſtaff in Gods hand, 
Iſaiah 10. 5. The rod of my anger, ihe 

ſtaff in their hand is my indignation 5 

he can either {trike with 1t,or break it 1n 
pieces. The Staff 1s (till in the hand 

of God, and can do no more than what 

his merciful Arm moves it to; as he can 
reſtrain it, ſo he can divert it. What 
ſhould we fear thoſe whoſe hearts are in 
Gods hands, whoſe enmity is under Gods 
reſtraint, who can change their fury into 
favour, Or at leaſt bridle 1t as he doth 
the Waves of the Sea? No Enemies ſhot 
canexceed Gods Cummiſſion. God often 
lazghs when men Plot, and diſappoints 
when they begin to act. - Sometimes he 
makes them act contrary to their intenti- 
ons. Balaam comes to curie the People, and 
God turns his tongue to bleſs them, which 

if guided by his own heart, would have 
poured out execrations upon them *.Goq | Numb. 
puts the words into his mouth, but not in ©” GA 
his heart, ov 5. and makes him bleſs that 
which his heart hates. 


A. Will.yru fear they who have a God 
to ruin then ? Thovg1 the Beaſt in 
A232 the 
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the Revelations hath ſeven heads, a 
reaching Wiſdom ; and ten horns, a 


* Rev. 17- mighty power *, (both the numbers 


of ſeven, and ten, being numbers of 
perfetion in Scripture ) yet with all 
his Wiſdom and Strength he ſhall tum- 
ble down to Deſtruftion, they can no 
more reſiſt Gods power than bluſtring 
Winds cr raging Waves can croſs his 
Will, When the enemies of the 
Church are in Combination, like Thorns 
full of prickles folded together , then 
ſhall they be conſumed like Siubble that 
is dry. Nahum 1. 10, God loves to de- 
feat Pride, Exod. 18. 11. In the thing 
wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them. God waits but the time of their 
ſweiling to make them burſt. Abſz- 
lom kills his Brother , withdraws the 
people from their obedience to the 
King , ſtirs them up to revolt, enters 
Jeruſalem 1n his Fathers abſence, pol- 
lutes his Concubines , engages in de- 
ſigns againſt his life, raiſeth an Army 
againſt him; who would not ſay David 
was in ex:iremity,, and Abſolozs alone 
profpering in his deſigns > but when 
Abſalom comes to open force, God ari- 
| ſes, 
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ſes, an Oak catches him, his Mule for- 
ſakes him, and Joab diſpatches him. Sexa- 
cherib had proſpered in his Conqueſt of 
Judea, taken many ſtrong Towns. laid 
fiege to Jeruſalem,ſollicites the People to 


revolt, blaſphemes the God of Heaven, 
and then an Angel comes and makes a 
dreadful {laughter in a night, and he re- 
turningto his own Countrey is killed by 
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his own Sons *. Gods Arrows ſhall never £2 gs 
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miſs'their mark, and he hath more than 24, ;7; 


one to [trikeinto the hearts of hiF ene- 
mies, Pſal. 19. £4. He ſent ont his arrows 
and ſcattered them. What reaſon then 
to fear even multitudes, who can never be 
too [trong for that God who gave them 
that little ſtrength they have? 


Secondly, The ſecond Duty to which 
we are exhorted.It all Gods Providences 
tend to the good of. his Church and 
People, 

2. Then cenſure not God in his dark 
Providences. As we are often too haſty, 
in our deſires for mercy, and are not 
content to ſtay Gods Time, fo we are 
too haſty in making conltructions of 
Providence, and will not (tay Gods let- 
Aaz3 ſure 
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ſure of informiny 1s. When God 


ſeems at the beginning of every Provt- 
dence to ſpeak rhe ſame language as 


Chriſt did co Peter in waſhing his feet, 


* TT 20. 


John 13. 7. What 1 do, thou knowesSt not 
wow , b.'t thou ſhalt kvow bereaſter : 
{nc Inſtruments are vilible, tie :Gioa 
ſenſible, but the inward meaning (till 
lies obſcured from our view. We 
are tov {hort ſighted to apprehend and 
jJadge of Gads Works : Man cannot 
under{tand his own way * ; much lels 
the ways of an infinite Cod. Gods 


* Pal. 36. Judgments are a great deep * we may 


&, 


ſooner fathom the Deepeſt. part in the 
Sca, underſtind al the rurnings of thoſe 
ſubcerranean paſſuges, lave out the O- 
c-a1 With a ſpoon, or ſuck 1n into our 
Belles that great mals of waters, than 
wnderitand che ways of God with our 
Hallow brains He makes darkneſs his 
Paviion : He 1s ſometimes very obſcure 
11 Þ1 1s ways. Nether the greatnels of 
h's Means. nor the wiſdom of his work 

18273 can be fully apprehended by men. 
We have {ence'to: teel the effefts, but 
not heads to underſtand the reaſons and 
enctnods of the Diviae Government, 

: Eccle/, 
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Eccleſ.3.11. No man can find out the work 
that God makes from the beginning to the 
end. Though a man may ſee the be- 
ginning of Gods works, yet is he able 
ro walk underſtandingly along with Di- 
vine Wiſdom in every (tep it takes ? 
will he not loſe the tract often betore 
it comes to an end? *Tis not the face 
but the back parts of Providcace which 
we behold; why then ſhould we uſurp 
an authority beyond our ability, and 
make our ſclves Gods Judges; as if in- 
finite Wiſdom and Power were bound- 
ed within the narrow compaſs of our 
purblind Reaſons ? His ways are beyond 
our tracing, and his Councils too high 
for our (hort meaſures. Since therefore 
God ſatisfies the Righteouſne's of his own 
W1ll, let us ſubmit our curioſity to his 
Wildom,and forbear our Cenſures of that 
exat righteouſnels and ſuperlative wil- 
dom which we cannot comprehend. 


1. Therefore, FirSf, fix this into your 
minds, that God is righteous, wiſe and 
good in every thing. Goed, therefore no- 
thing can be hurttul to his People: Righ- 
teous, therefore nothing Unjult ; Wile, 
Aa 4 thercfore 
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therefore nothing in vain. Our 1njurious 
thoughts of him make us ſo unchari- 
table towards him, and greater Cenſu- 
rers of his righteous ways, than we are 

_ of mens wicked aCft:ons. Clouds and 
Darkae\s are about him : our eye can- 
not pierce through his darkneſs, or ſee 
the frame of hiscounſels; yet let theſe 
Principles be kept as the Center, that 
Righteonſneſs and Judgment are the he- 
bitation of bzs Throne *. He is righteous 
in his darkneſs, wiſe in his cloudineſs ; 
though his Judgments are unſearch- 
able to us, and his ways paſt finding out, 
by our moſt induſtrious inquiſitions ;and 
a depth of knowledge and wiſdom there 
Is in them too deep for us to meaſure *. 
God was always Righteous, Wile, and 
Good, he is the ſame till : Though 
the motions of the Planets be contrary, 
yet the Sphere where they are fixed, 
the natures wherewith they were crea- 
ted, are the ſame ſtill. Though the Pro- 
vidences of God have various motions, 
yet the Spring of his Counſc], the Rule 
of his Goodneſs, the Eye of his Wi 
dom, the Arm of his Power are not al- 
tered : He afts by the ſame Rule, ar - 

_ ſet 


 EBfal.g.2" 


* Rom. 9. 
33. 
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ſeth by the ſame Wiſdom, orders accor- 
ding to the ſame Righteouſneſs; he 1s un- 
changeable in the midſt of the change- 
able effets of Providence. The Sun is the 
ſame body, which admits of no inward 
alteration, keeps exattly its own motion, 
though its appearances are ſometimes 
ruddy, ſometimes clear, its heat ſfome- 
times more faint, at another time more 
ſcorching, its diſtance ſometimes nearer, 
ſometimes farther off. He muſt be very 
10norant. that: thinks the obje&t upon 
which we look through a Priſme or Tri- 
gonal Glaſs change their colours as often 
as they are repreſented ſo, in the various 
turnings of the Glaſs. You ſee the un- 
dulations and wavings of a Chain which 
hangs perpendicularly, one part moves 
this way, and another that way, but the 
hand that holds it, or the beam to which 

itis faſtned is firm and ſteddy. 
2-Diſtinguiſh between preparations tothe 
main work, and the perfedtion of the work; 
between the motions of Gods eyes, and 
the diſcovery of his ſtrength, his eyes 
move before his Power. The neglect 
of this was the cauſe of the Iſraelites 
uncharitable Cenſures of the kindneſs 
, « of 
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of God : they interpret Gods reducing 
them 1nto the Straits acar the Red Sea, a 
deſign for their deſtruction, which was 
but the preparation for their compleat 
deliverance, ia a way molt plorious t1 
God, and molt comfortable and advan- 


_ tagtous to themtlelves. 


y 
Morn. ae 
merit. Rel. 


He that knows not the ule of the 
Grape, would fouliſhly cenſure a man 


Chriftian. who thould fling them into a Wine- 


cap. 12-P preſs, and ſqueeze them 1nto maſh, 
210,211. 


which is but a preparation of them to 
afford that generous liquor which was 
the end of thetr growth. God treads 
his Grapes 1a a Wine preſs, to draw 
from thence a delicate Wine, and pre- 
ſerve the juycc for his own uſe, which 
would clſe wither upon the ſtalk, and 
dry up to nothiag. We judge not the 
Hasbandfnan angry with his ground 
for tearing It with his Plow, nor cen- 
ſure an Artiticer for hewiag his Stones, 
or beating his Iron, but expect patieatly 
the 1flue of the delign. Why thould we 
not pay the ſame reſpect to Lod which 
we do to m?n 1a their Arts; ſince we are 
lels capible of berng Judges oi his 1n- 
comprchenitble Wildom , than of _ 
SK1 
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$kill of our fellow Creatures? Godin 
his crols Providences prepares the 
Church for fruitfulneſs whileſt he Plows 
it. He may ſcem to be digging up the 
Bowels of the Church, while he 1s on- 
Iy preparing to lay the foundation in 
Szoz for the railing a noble ſtrufurez 
and in what ſhape focver he appears in 
his preparations , he will in his perfe- 
tion of it appear in glory, Pſal. 102. 
16. When the Lord ſhill build up Sion, 
he ſhall appear in glory, and evidence 
that he was reſtoring, whilſt we thought 
him deſtroying ; and healing, whillt we 
thought him wounding. As God hath 
ſetled a gradual Progreſs in his works 
of Creation, ſo by degrees he brings 
his everlaſting Counſels to perfeQion. 
The ſeaſons of the year are not jumbled 
together, but orderly ſucceed one ano- 
ther;& the coldneſs of the Winter 1s but 
a preparation for a ſeaſonable Spring,and 
a Summer-Harveſt, We do not unrighte- 
outlly accuſe God of diſorder in his com- 
mon works, why ſhould we doit in his ſpe- 
cial works of Providence? we do notdil- 
parage the Mulitians skill for the jarring 
and unintelligble touches in the tuning 
the 
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inſtrument, but rather wait for the Leſ- 
ſon he intends to play : If we ſtay for 
Gods fuller Touches of this great Inſtru- 
ment of the World in the way of his Pro- 
vidence, it will, like Davzds Harp, chaſe 
away that evil Spirit from us which is 
now too apt to cenſure him. 

3. Fixnot your eye only upon the ſer- 
ſible operations of providenee, but the ul- 
timate end, As in a Watch the various 
wheels have different motions, yet all 
ſubſervient to one end, to tell the true 
hour of the day, and the motion of the 
- Sun ; ſo are all the Providences of Gad. 
Should any have been preſerved 1n the 
Deluge upon ſome high mountain , 
who had not known the deſign of the 
Ark, and had ſeen it floating upon ſuch 
a Maſs of Waters, he would have judg- 
ed the People init in a deplorable condi- 
tion, and have concluded that 1t would 
have broke againſt a Mountain, or been 
overturned by the Waves; yetthat was 
Noah's preſervative. Had any of us 
been with Chriſt, & acknawledged him 
the Saviour of the World, and yet ſeen 
him Crucified in ſuch a manner by 
men, and judped only by that 3 what 
| wiſe 
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wiſe and what juſt confire&:51n- thould 
we have made of thit Providence? 
much the ſame as ſo:ue of his Diſciples 
did, Luke 24. 21. We truſied that it had 
beer he which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. 
But the whole defign is ſpoiled , we 
were fools, and he an Impoſtor. Yet 
this which ſeemed to be the ruine of 
Redemption, was the neceſſary high- 
way to it by Gods conſtitution. No o- 
ther way was It to be procured, zer.26. 
Onght not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
| things, and to have enired into his Glo- 
ry2 His entrance into Glory to perfect 
our Salvation, was the end of the ſenfſi- 
ble ſuffering, wherein he Jatd the foun- 
dation. As they charge Chriſt with 1m- 
poſture, not conſidering the end, ſo do 
we God with unrighteouſneſs, when we 
confider not his aim; The end both 
beautiftes and crowns the work ; The 


remarks of Gods Glory in the Crcati- 


on are better drawn from the ends of 
the Creatures and their joynt ſubſervi- 
ency to them, than from any one lingle 
piece of the Creation. We mult not 
only conſider the preſent end, but the 
remote end, becauſe God 1n his Provi- 
dence 
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dence towards his Church hath his 
end for after times. God atts for ends 
at a great diſtance from 53g which may 
not be compleated till we are dead and 
rotten. How can we judge of that which 
reſpects a thing ſo remote from us, un- 
leſs we view it 1n that Relatton © Gods 
aims 1n former Providences were things 
to come, his aims in preſent Providences 
are things to come. As the matter of the 
Churches Prayers, ſo the objects of Geds 
Providences are things to come, 1/2. 45. 
11. Aik me of things to come, concern- 
ing my ſons. Thematter of their Pray- 
ers then were, that God would order 
all things for the coming of the Meſſzab. 
The matter of the Churches Prayer now 
1s,that God would order all things for the 
perfecting the AMeſſeah in his myftical 
Body. The whole frame of Provicence 
1s for one intire detign. *Tis one intire 
Book with ſeven Seals *. The beginning 
of a Book, as well as the middle, hath re- 
lation to the end. The delign of Gods 
Book of Providence 1s bit one 10 all the 
ſeven Seals and periods of time. 

4. Conſider not only one ſingle a@ of 
Providence,but the whole ſcheme to make 4 
concluſiin. 
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concluſicn. The motions of his eyes 
are various, but all end 1n diſcoveries 
of his ſtrength. Men do not argue from 
one ſingle propoſition, but draw the con- 
cluſioa from ſcveral propoſitions knit to- 
g-ther. *Tis by ſuch a Sp ritual Logick 
we are to make cur concluſions from the 
ways of Providence. As 1n the reading 
Scripture, if we take not the whole Pe-,, __ . 
rind, we may make not only nonſenſe. juſtiticari- 
but Biaſpehmy, as 1n that of the P.almiſt, on, parr.2. 
Thau art not a God that hath pleaſure in wv: 4X 
 wnrighteonſneſs. Tf a man "ſhould read 
only, thou art not 4a God, and make a full 
ſtop there, 1t would be blaſphemy; but 
reading the whole verſe, it is excellent 
ſence, aad an honourabie declaration of 
Gods holineſs. Such Errors will be 
committed in reading the Books of 
Providence, if we- fix our <yes only in 
one place, and make a full ſtop where 
God bath not made any. We judge 
not of a Picture by the firlt daugat, but 
the laſt lines; not by one ſhadow or 
_ colonr, but by the whole compoſure. 
The Wiſdom of God is beſt judged of 
by 2 view of the harmony of Provi- 
dence, The fiogle tiiceads of Provi- 

ence 
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dence may ſeem very weak, or knotty 
and uneven, and ſeem to adminiſter 
Juſt occafi ion of Cenfure 3 but will it 
not as much raiſe the admiration to ſee 
them all woven 1ato a curious. piece of 
branched work ? Conlider therefore 
Gods ways of working 3 but fully judge 
nothing, till the concluſion, for that is to 
judge before the time. Judge not then 
of Providence at the firſt appearance, 
God may ſo loſe the glory of his work, 
and you the comfort. 

' Thirdly. The third Duty. Inquire 
into providence, and interpret all publick 
providences by this Rule. We mult 
ſearch into ir, though we are not able 
to find out all the reaſons of it: What 
can 'be a braver ſtudy than that which 
is the obje& of Gods eternal counſel? 
We are conformed to God in our Wills, 

when we have the ſame ends in our mo- 
tions ; an] we are conformed to God in 
our underſtandings, when we have the 
ſame objet of our thoughts. Some 
Providences have their interpretation 
written in their torehea1s, we may run 
and read, ſuch as his ſigna Ju 'gments 
in the World, waich expreſs the "ay 
in 
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fin for which they are infiictcd 5 others 
are wrapt upina harder ſhell and more 
covers, .and therefore more labour 1s ne- 
ce{lary to reach the kernel ; ſome are too 
high for our knowledge, none for our 
enquiry. Tis our duty to ſeek after God, 
though we can never arrive to a perfect 
know ledge of him. Job + 1.7. Canſt thou 
by ſearching find out God ;, canſt thou frid 
out the Almighty unto perfeFions He 
prohibits not th= ſearching, though he 
aſſerts the impoſiottity of finding him 
out to perfetion. What hath God g1- 
ven us faculties for, but to ſearch after 
him? and we muſt not do it to fatizftz 
our curioſity, but to encreaſe our knows 
ledge, and conſequently our admiration 
of his wife and powerful care. Di- 
ligence muſt be uſed too. Our fit 
thoughts about things of c concernmenr, 
are uſually confuſed; fo are our Grlt 
ſights of Providence. Providence 1s a 
great deep, deep things are not ſcer 
without - ſtooping down. We mult 
TaegnyNa as the Angels do when they 


ſearch into the things ofthe Gofp*l *. * 1 Per. 1, 


But let this aim of God at the good of '* 
his Charch be the rulz of your 1nter- 
B b pretation 


* 2Cor.3. 
| T4, 15,16, 
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pretatior. Without this compaſs to 
ſteer our judgments by, we may both 
lo and rack our ſelves 1n the Wilder- 
nef6 ct Providence, and fortify our na- 
tural Atheiſm and Ipnorance inſtead of 
our Faith. Tmuſt confeſs the ſtudy of 
Providence is in ſome reſpe&t more dif- 
ficult than 1n the former Apes of the 
World, becauſe God (ſeems to manage 
thicgs in the Church more by his Wiſ 
dom than Power, which is not fo intel- 
ligible by man as the ſenſible effets of 
his (tcength. That attribute he mani- 
felted moſt in Miraculous ways, and the 
viible Miniſtry of Angels, as we read in 
Sciipture ſtories; now he employs his 
Wiſdom more in ordering ſecond cau- 
{cs in ordinary ways to his own high, 

meiciful, and juſt ends. Yet fince the 
diſcovering of Chriſt God hath given 
us a rule whereby we may diſcern much 

of his Wiſdom in the knowledge of his 

erd. As the knowledge of Chrilt re- 

moves the Veil from the Scripture in 
our reading of it *. The ſame Veil re- 

mains in the reading of the -Old Teſta« 

mert, which Veil is done away in Chrit, 

( which Veil is (t:]] upon the Jews) and 
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makes. us underltand thoſe parts of the 
Old Teſtament, which otherwiſe would 
be utterly obſcure 3 ſo in the reading 
the Books of Providence, the knowled;; 
of this end of God in them, will help 
us to underſtand the meaning of that 
which otherwiſe . would non-plus the 
Reaſon of” man. He that knows the end 
of one that is making a Watch, will not 
wonder at his framing ſmall wheels, and 
fling little pins ; but he that underltands 
nothing of the deſign, would count it ri- 
diculous for a man fo to trifle away his 
time, Without the knowledge of this 
end, we ſhall expoſe our ſclves to miſera- 
ble miſtakes. As Plutarch miſtook the 
cauſe of the cealing of Oracles, aſcribing 
it to the change of the nature of the Soi}, 
not affording thoſe exhalations as for- 
merly; or the death of the Demons 
which gave thoſe Oracles. He had judged 
otherwiſle,had he known or believed the 
riſing of a higher power, the Sun of 
Righteonfnefs in the World, who im- 
poled filence upon thoſe Angels of darks 
neſs; the molt famous Oracles in the 
World cealing about the time of Chriſt. 
To imazine to interpret the motions 
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of Providence without a knowledge of - 
Chriſt, ard the defign of God for his. 
Church, is as vain as to imagine we can 
paint a found, or underſtand a colour by 

our ſmell. Corre& Senſe by Reaſon 
1n this ' work, and Reaſon by Faith, To 
what cnd hath God preſcribed Faith to 
ſucconr us in the weakneſs of Reaſon, if 
;r had been capable to underſtand his 
ways without it, and 1f we make no 
uſe of it upon ſuch occaſions. 

Fourthly, A fonrth Duty. Conſider 
the former Providences God hath wrought 
for the Church in the paſt Ages. Let bim 
not loſe the preſent glory of his paſt 
works, Pſal. 102. 13. This hall be 
writien for the Genergtion to cores, and the 
People which fhall be created ſhall Praiſe 
the Lord, Even for that work of his 
which is written to be done in former 
Azes. God loves to have his former 
works read and pleaded. Tis a keep» 
1g a ſtanding praiſe* of tim in the 
World. We have had the benefit of 
them, 4t is fit God ſhould have the glo- 
ry of them, from us as well as from 
thoſe who immediately injoyed them. 
Our gocd was bound up inevery former 

preſervation 
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Candleſtick had been broken, where - 


had the Candle been 2 Had the Church 


been deſtroyed, how could the Guipel 
have been tranſmitted to us ? Let the 
Daty we owe to Gods Glory, engage us 
to a conſideration of them ; and the be- 
nefit we have had by them allo, incite ue, 
We uſually forget not things that are 
ſtrange, nor things that are profitable ; 
His works of old have bzen works of 
Wonder in themſclves, and profitable 


to us. To what end arethie Prailes of 


God diſcovered to the Generations to 
come, but that they ſhould refl=&t thoſe 
Praifes to Heaven again, and convey 
them down to the Generations foilow- 
ing 5 P/al. 78. 4. Shewing to the Cene- 
ration to come the Praiſes of the Lord. 

r. 1 his will help us in our ing tires into 
preſent Providences. 

There is a beautiful conrexion vetween 
former and latter Providences they are 
but ſeveral links of one Chain. The 
Principle and End is the ſame. That God 
from whence they come, tha: Chriſt 
o which they tend, is the ſame yelter- 
day, to day and for ever. What 

Bbz  Gad 
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God doth now is bui a Copy of what he 
pourtrayed in h1y word as done in for-. 
mer 22c:3 There arc the ſame charaCters 
of Wiidom upon butt; The ſame good» 
neſs,the fame dulign 1n "both. The Births 

of Providence are all of a like temper 
and diſpoſition. We cannot miſs of the 
underitanding of them, if we compare 
them with the ancient Copies : For 
God is 1n the Generation of the Righ- 
reous the ſame God ſtill, God 1s the 
ſame, his ends are the ſame, the events 
w1ll be the ſame. 

2. It will ſupport our Faith. The reaſon 
of our diftdence of God 1n the cauſe of 
the W&yrch, 15 the forgetfulneſs of his 
former appearances for hcr. Olif we did 
remember his former goodneſs, we 
ſhovid not be forcady to doubt of his fu- 
Lure care, This was the Pſilmifts care in 
his dctpondencics, and 1n his overwhel- 
ming rroubles of Spirit, Pal. 77. 9. 
Hb Boi forgotiea to be gracicus 2 hath 
be in arger {but up bis tender mercies ?. 
bui werſe 19, He concludes it- Ris 27- 
firmity, ang. reſolves upon a review of 
ti Records of Guds ancient works for 
Lis People, and the years of the right 
hand 
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hand of the m:ſt High, thoſe times where- 
in he declared his Power and hiz glory, 
and ſo proceeds tothe top of ali their de- 
Iiverances, viz. that out of Mgzpt. Lioth 
Gods Wiſdom decay , or his Power 
grow feeble ? Is not his Intereſt the 
ſame? Is he not a God ſtill like hicoſc!f 2 
Is not his glory as dear to him as before? 
Hath he caſt off his affe&ion to his own 
name? Why ſhould not he then 
do the ſame works, fince he hath 
the ſame concern ? God himſelf to en- 
courage us calls them to our remem- 
brance, Iſa. 50. 2. Is my hand ſhort- 
ned that I cannot redeem ? or have [ no 
Power to Deliver e Behold, at my rebuke 
I do dry up the Sea, I make the Rivers a 
Wilderneſs, &c. Am not I the ſame 
God thar dried up the Sea, that vironghe 
thoſe ancient wonders which amaz'd the 
World? what doth your diſtrult 6g11tie 
but the impair of my Power # Roule up 
your ſ<]ves to a conſideration of them 2 
And thence gather freſh ſupplics to 
ſtrengthen you in your preſent depen- 
dence upon me. He puts us in mind of 
them, becauſe we are apt to forget 
them. Ger. 15. 6. Wh-n 1t is (a1d Abra- 
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ham believed in the Lord, and it was ac- 
counted to him for Lighteouſneſ.. God 
an{wered him, UT [ am the Lord that 
brought thee ont of Ulr of the Chaldees,keep 
up thy Faith, and tothat end, remember 
woat I did for thee before 1n calling thee 
calt thy eye -pGn that place whence 
I delivered thee ; either from the Idola- 
tries of the place, or the perſecution he 
was in forthe true Worſhip of God. And 
as God puts him in mind of his Mercy 
he had ſhewn to him before, for the en- 
couragement of his Fatih 5 ſo the peo- 
ple of God have made uſe of them to 
this end. Golzah's Sword was counted 
by Dazzd the fitteſt for his defence in 
his flight, becauſe it bad been a Monu- 
ment of Goas former deliverance of 
him, 1 dam. 21. 9. When he asks 
for a ſword or Spear, Abimelech 1faid, 
the Sword of Goliah whom thou ſleweſt, is 
here. And David ſaid, there is none like 
that, groe it me. How haſtily he catches 
at it ! - There 1s none like that Sword 
that hath ſo ſignal a mercy writ upon 
it, That very Sword will not only de- 
tend me zgainft Wy enemies, but guard 
By Falth 22aintt thoſe 3 cnptations 
| that 
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that would 1nvade 1t. This encourage- 
ment of Faith and Hope is the end of 
G.4 in his tranſmiſhon of the records 
of his former Providences to us, P/al. 
28 6, 7. That the Generation to come 
m1ght know them, and declare them to their 
Children; From one poſterity to ano- 
ther, that thay might ſet their hope int 
God. i 

3. It will cnliven our Prayer. 

"Tis a mighty Plea in Prayer. How 
often doth David . urge it? Thou haſt 
been my kelp, thou haſt delivered my 
Soul from Death, wilt thou not deliver 
my feet from falling? And in the 
Churches concerns too. 1 Chron. 16. 
11, 12, Seek the Lord and hie Strength, 
ſeek his face continually: remember the 
marvellous works that he hath done. A 
reflection upon what God hath done, 
ſhould be joyned with our defires of 
what we would have God to do for us. 
When Moſes was praying upon the top, 
while [ſrael was fighting with Amalek, 
at the foot of the hill, he had the Rod 
of God in his hand, Exod. 17. 9. That 
miraculous Rod which had amazed 
Pharaoh, whoſe motion Summoned - 
rne 
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the Piagues upon him. That Rod 
which had ſplit the Sea for their paſ- 
ſage, broached the Rock for their thirſt, 
and had been inſtrumental in many Mi- 
racles : certainly Moſes ſhewed this * 
Rod to God,and pleaded all thoſe won- 
derful- deliverances God had wrought 
inſtryumentally by it. No doubt but 
he caried it with hwm to ſhew to God 
for a Plea, as well as to the Iſraclites 
to ſpirit their Reſolutions againſt their 
Enemies. | 

4. It will prevent much Sin. 

A forgetfulneſs of his former works 
15 one caufe of our preſent provocations. 
[It was foin the caſe of the Iſraelites fin, 
Pſal. 106. 7. They remembred not the 
 euultitude of his mercies, but provoked 
thee at the Sea, even at the Red Sea: they 
had loft the memory of fo many Mira- 
cles in Egypt , and which appravated 
their Sin, they provoked him at the Sea, 
at the red Sea; they provoked him un- 
der a preſent indigency, as as well as a- 
naioſt former mercy : they provoked 
him in that place of ſtraits where all 
the powers on Earth could not have re- 
lievcd them, had Heaven negleed them. 


The 
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The provocation 'you may ſee, Exod. 
14.11, 12. Which ſprang from a for- 
getfulneſs of his kindneſs ſo lately ſhew- 
ed to them. How apt are we to forget 
old Mercies, when we are fo naturally 
apt to blot out of our memories mercies 
newly received ? If this were well con- 
ſidered by men, it would prevent their 
enterpriſes againſt the Church, and 
conſequently their ſhame and Ruin. 
Are there Records of any who have 
hardned themiclves againſt God and 
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proſpered *? How might in that res «5p g , 


flection be ſeen the fruſtrations of Coun- 
ſels, diſpracing of attempts , ſhowers 
of Fury and Vengeance from Heaven 
upon the heads of ſuch? The reaſon 
why the wonderful works of God were 
to be made known to poſterity, was 


that they might- not be as their Fathers, 


a Stubborn and Rebellious Generati- 
on *of men; if they did conſider thoſe 


tranſactions of God in ard for his OP 


Charch, they could no more think to 
ſtop the breath of perpetual powerful 
Providence, than to bridlein a Storm, or 
ftop the motion of the Sun. To con- 
clud this, Gods Providential Judge- 
ments 
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ments are to bz remembred : tliough 
they are for the pumiſhment of the age 
that feel them, they are alſo for the 
inſtruction of the age which ſucceeds 
them, #ell 190 number, be as exact as 
In your accounts, wherein you take no- 
tice of every number, minute and cipher. 
The works of Providence as well as 
the Dottrine of God, are parts of a 
Childs Catechiſm; they are to keep up 
the conſideration of them 1n themſelves, 
and hand them 1n inſtruction to their 
Children. 

Fifthly, The fifth Duty. AG faith 
on rods Providence. 

Times of trouble ſhould be times of 
confidence; fixedneſs of heart on God, 
would prevent fears of heart, P/al.11. 2. 
7. He ſhall not be affraid of evil tydings, 
his heart is fixed, how & truſting in the 
Lord: his heart is eſtabliſhed, they ſhall 
z:6t be moved. Otherwiſe without it, 
we ſhall be as light as a Cork moved 
with every blaſt of evil tydings, our 
hopes will ſwim or fink according to 
the news we hear. Providence would 
ſeem to fleep, unleſs Faith and Prayer 
awakened it. The Difſcipics had bat 
little 
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little Faith in their Maſters account, 
yet that little Faith awakened him in 
a Storm, and herelieved them. Unbes 
lief only doth diſcourage God from 
ſhewing his power in taking our parts. 
Every one will walk in the name of his 
God, and we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever aud ever, Micah 


33r 


4. 5. Heathens will truſt in their Idols, 


and ſha}l not we in that God that lives 
for ever? Have we any reaſon to have 
a leſs eſteem of our confidence 1n God, 
than Heathens had of, and in their Idols? 
We ſhould do our duty, which is Faith 


and Hope, ani leave God to do his 


work, which is mercy and kindneſs. 
By unbelief we deny his providence, 


diſparage his Wildom, and ſtrip him of 


his power. We have none clſe to truſt, 
no creature can order any thing for the 
Churches good without Gods Commil- 
fton and direction. What ſhould we 
truſt him for? For that wherein his glos 
ry is concerned, which 1s more worth 
to him than all the World beſides. Truſt 
him moſt when jn{iruments fail. God 
takes them off ſometimes, to ſhew that 
he neecs not ally, and to have our con- 
dence 
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fidence rightly placed on him , which 
ſtaggered before between him and the 
Creature. | 

1. All the Godly formerly did a&® Faith on 
a leſs foundation. The Godly Patriarchs 
who lived eight or nine hundred years, 
depended upon providence that Jong 
time; and ſha]l not we for ſeventy years, . 
the uſual term of mans life ! They bad 
Promiles to ſupport them, we have not 
only the ſame Promiſe but the Perfor- 
mances of them too. They had Pro- 
vidences; we have the ſame and more, 
all upon Recordin Scripture, all ſince 
the Canon of Scripture was cloſed, what- 
{oever God hath remarkably done for 
his people in all ages. Adam had but 
one promiſe, and but Jittle experierce 
of Gods Providence, yet no doubt truſt- 
ed in him. Woe have a multitude of 
Promiſes not only pronounced, but ſea]- 
ed, confirmed by many repetitions, 
which are freſh obligations laid by God 
upon himſcl® The experience of all 
the Providences of God towards his 
Church for above five thouſand years 
and ſhall our Faith ſtigger when upon 


us are come the ends of the World ? 
doth 
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doth it become us to have our Obligati- 


ons to Faith fo ſtrong, and our Exerciſe 
of it ſo weak? The Promiſe of Chriſt * *1@7 14. 


that a Virgin ſhould bring forth a Son, 


was thought by God a ſufficient ſecurity 


to ſupport their confidence in him again(t 
the fury of their enemies ; It being a 
greater wonder that a Virgin without loſs 
of her Virginity ſhould bring forth a Soo, 
than the routing of an Hoſt of Enemies. 
Is nct then the performance of this, Gods 
aftual ſending his Son to us through the 


Womb of a Virgio, a. higher ground of 
confidence for the Churches ſucceſs in e- * 


very thing <lſe, than barely the Promiſe 
could be? All creatures 1n danger have a 
natural confidence in God, He 7s the con 
fidence of all the ends of the Earth z but the 
Churches confidence way be mcre firmly 
placed in him, becauſe he ts particularly 
the God of their Salvation, P/al. 65. 5. 
By terrible things, in Righteonſneſs, wilt 
thou anſwer us, 0) God of our Salvation, 
who ait the cenfiderce of all the ends of the 
Earth. 


2. 'Tis your only way to have mercy f.r 
ite (lurch and for your ſelves, 
If 
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If he take pleaſure in them that hope 
in his mercy, as it is in Pſal. 147. 11. 
He will take pleaſure to relieve them, 
He will ſtrengthen the bars of their gates, 
verſe 13. It he take pleaſure in them 
that hope in his mercy, then the ſtrong- 
er and more lively their hope 1s, the 
more intenſe is -Gods pleaſure 1a them, 
If they do not hope''in his Mercy, he 
hath no pleaſure in them, and no delight 
to them. He hath a goodneſs latd up 
for them that fear him, and he will lay 
1t out too for them that truſt in him. 
Pſal. 31.15. O how great is thy good- 
#e (s which thou haft laid up for them that 
fear thee, which thou kaStf wrought for 
them that truſt iu thee before the ſons of 
men 2 T's laid up for all that fear him, 
but it 1s wrought for them that truſt in 
him. It is manifeſted upon ſpecial acts 
of truſt and reliance, and wrought be- 
fore the ſons of men. Thoſe that own 
God publickly in a way of reliance, 
God will own them publickly 1m-a way 


__ of kindneſs, Faich is the key that une 


locks the Cabinet of ſpecial Providence. 
Thoſe eyes which move about all the 


World, are fixed upon thoſe that truſt 1n 
him, 
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him, Pal. 33. 18. The «ye of the Lord 
is upon them that hope in his Mercy. 

The fixth Duty, Wait upon God in 
the way of his Providexce. Wait upon 
him as he: is a faithful Creator *; much 
more ſince the ti:le of betng our Re- 
deemer 1s added to that of our Crea- 
tor, which ſtrengthens his Relation to 
us. 
bounds his power, or refle&s upon his 
Wiſdom : as if he had ftript himſelf of 
his immenſe goodneſs, and forgot both 
his Promite and his People ; as it he had 
cancelled the Covenant, and given up his 
whole intereſt to the Luſts of men. 
Wait in the ſaddeſt appearances. The 
Hour of Chriſts death was diſmal in the 
World, an1 darkneſs was upon the Earth; 
a miraculous Eclipſe of the Sun, taken 
notice of by the very Heathens ; yet 
were we never rearerto happineſs than 
in that dreadful time when our Saviour 
was molt dyed in his own Blood. The 
Sanguine Completion of the Evening- 
*ky is a preſage of a fair ſucceeding 
Morning; ſo, many times is the red Ves 
{ture of the Church. : 


Cc 1. Wait 


*1 Pe 4 
I9, 


Not to wait, diſparageth his care, - 
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I. Wait upon hin obedientially. 
Commit your ſouls to God, but 3» wel 

doing *. Uſe no indire-means ; a con- 

tempt of the precept cannot conſiſt with 

Faith in either Promiſe or Providence. 

The obeying part 1s ours, the govern- 


1ng part 1s Gods, Prov. 23. 17. Let 


z:0t thine heart envy ſinners, but be thou 
3n the fear of the Lord all the day long, 
for ſurely there 3s an end, and thine ex- 
peGation ſhall not be cut off God will 
govern all the day, but we muſt fear 
him all the day: When fear on our part, 
attends Government on Gods part, 
there will be an end of our carnal fears, 
and a good ifſue of our hopes. The 
greateſt deliverances of his Church 
have been when his People has ſtood 
ſtill. Exod. 14. 13. As that deliverance 
wa” atype of all futureones, and a ground 
of Faith, ſo the carriage God enjoyned 
Was a rule to his people 1n all future 
ſtraights. 'Tis againlt the Laws of 
Gols Government for thoſe liſted in his 
Service to ſtir without order. The 
Law is our ſtanding Rule of Duty. 
Providence cannot be a ſtanding viſible 


, Rule, becaule of the variety and ſcem- 


ing 
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lag croſneſs of it ſometimes to our ap- 


prehenfions. Do not preſume to lead 
God, but be led by him : "Tis our ſafety 


to follow him, *cts our fin and danger to 


preſume to be his Directors. We may 
loſe our feives when we are our own 


blind guides, and fall into a ditch 4 but: 


when we follow God, he hath wiſdom 
| to iorelſee the Precipices we may ſtum- 
ble into, and goodneſs to divert us from 
them. By interpoling carnal devices, 
men may perhaps have their ends, but 
with little comfort, perhaps much bit- 
terneſs : to themſelves. Jacob by his 
haſty uſing his' own and his mothers fin- 
ful project for the Bleſſing, got it in- 
deed, but a croſs too, for he was a man 
of Sorrows all his days. By waiting in 
Gods way, we ſhall have our ends with 
more {weetneſs, b-cauſe purely a fruit of 

Gods care and ooodnels. 
2. Wait patiently. How often are 
our Spirits troubl-d about future events, 
aud affraid of the evil which threa- 
tens us, as-if we were in pain for God, 
and in doubt of his wiſe Condudt. Think 
not Gods time roo long. He waits as 
much for a fit opportunity to thew his 
Cc2 Mercy 
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by 
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Mercy as you can wait for the enjoy- 
ment of it, Iſa. 13. 18. Therefore will 
the Lord wait that he may be gracious 
unto yu; bleſſed are all they that "wait 
for him. 'Tis a part of our bleſledneſs 
to Wait for God, fince it is a part of 


Gods kindneſs to wait for a fit ſeaſon to 


be graciovs to us. Tis not for us to 
preſcribe Rules to God, but follow the 
Rules he preſcribes to us. He hath 
freely made his Promiſe, let kim be 
Maſter of his own time to make it 
good. He will ſhew as much Wiſdom 
10 accompliſhing, as he did mercy in de- 
claring it. God can do' things in a mo+» 
ment, but jt is his wiſdom to take time, 
that | his people may have time to exer- 
ciſe their trult, their hope, and their pa- 
tience, He will take time in the ways 
of his providence as well as he did 1n 


the works of Creation. He allotted 


fix days to that which he could have 
framed in a minute. He is. Judge of 
what. /is needful for us, and when 
it is needful for us. If God ſhould 
give us that, which is a mercy 1n its 
own nature, many times when we de- | 
fire it, it might not be a mercy. If we 


will truſt che $kill of his Wiſdom for _ 
£ 
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beſt ſeaſon, it: cannot but be a mercy, 
for he will give it us with his onwglo- 
ry and grace wrapt up in it, -which will 
make it ſweeter to himſe!f when his 
Wiſdom is honoured, and ſweeter to 
us when our good. is promoted. Gods 
methods appear in the end both wilcr 
and better than our frames. Infinite 
goodneſs aims more at our: welfare, 
than our ſhallow ſelf-love ; and infinite 
wiſdom can condutt things to our wel- 
fare better than our ſhort-fighted kill 
He that knows all the moments of time, 
knows beſt how to time his ations. As 
God ſtaid for a fulneſs of time to bring 
the great Redemption by Chriſt into 
the World ; ſo he ſtays for a fulneſs of 
time to bring all the great conſequences 
and appendices of it unto his Church, 
Every thing is beautiful in his time, In 
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1:s own time, in Gods time, not iN *® Fcelef 
curs *. | 3-11, 


2. Wait conflanily. Though the 


Wheels of providence ſeem ſo.tetimes , 
' to ſtand ſtill *, and God ſeems'to put, x; 


a-period to the care of his Church; yt 
let not us neglett our cuty. Wait a 
while, and the Wheels will bz put upcn 
CC42 their 


Ezek, 


A Diſcourſe of 
their former roliing. Some particular 
paſſages of Providence may trouble us. 
for a while, but in the iſſue God may an- 
ſwer our d:fires above our expeCtations, 
and thereby confutc our fears, His 
Providences are ſometimes like Rivers 
that run under ground, out of {ight ; 
but will riſe again with a delightful 
| Stream, with ſome new Medicinal qua- 
lity, contrated from the Earth by the 
way. Joſeph, a Priſoner ,. waits upon 
God for his Liberty, and God gives him 
freedom with preferment. God can. 
bring about his Peoples ſafety by unex- 
peed ways. Who would have ima- 
gined before, that his own Dream 
ſhould make him a Captive, and Pha- 
raohs Dream make him a Favourite ? 
The chief Butler remembers him not, 
till Pharaoh was 1n an exigency, and the 
diviniog kill of the Wiſe men of Egypt 
confounded. Joſeph lolt nothing by 
waiting upon God; who made ſo many, 
circumſtances | concur to promote his 
Honour. ' Wait therefore upon him 
in the ſoreſt affliftions. The Church is 
only afflicted in Mercy, but the Ene- 
mies of 1 it are prey up by the roots, 


Je: 


r. JO. II. 7 am with thee to ſave thees 
though I make a full end of the Nations 
whither IT have ſcattered thee, yet T will 
not make a full end of thee, but I will cor- 
red thee in meaſure, God deals with his 
People as a Father, who corrects to re- 
form, nor to deſtroy ; but with his ene- 
mies he deals as a Judge. God's Provi- 


dence, like Moſes's Rod, may ſeem. 


ſometimes a devouring Serpent, but it is 
to convince the Egyptians, and deliver the 
Ijraclites. | 

4. Wait iz #he uſe of lawful means for 
preſervation. Not to uſe means, is to 
flight his Providence, not to truſt ir. 
It ſeems not to conſiſt with the wiſdom 


of God to order things always ſo as to. 


be neceſſitated to put forth an extraor- 
dinary power 1a things which his crea- 
tures by a common Providence can 
naturally accompliſh. God ſaves by 
natural meansz when they will not 
' ſerve the turn, he will fave by ſuper- 
natural. . God choſe an Ark to preſerve 
Noah in. He did not want ſupernatu- 
ral means for his preſervation. He might 
have catched him up in a Cloud, and 
_ continued him there till the drying up 


W 
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* Matt, 2. ith the Child *. 


13> 


SPzek x. dinary tracts * 


19. 


ie. } 


= the Churches 


rov. 19. 
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_ of the waters. Noab doth not diſpute 
the buſineſs with God, but prepares an 
Ark according to his order, and he 
was righteous 1n his obedience, as well as. 
in his truſt. God would not preſerve our 
Saviour by a Miracle, -wheo ordinary 
means would fcrve the turn. He com: 
mands Joſephby his Angel to flee intoÞg ypt 
Joſeph delires not God 
to preſerve him by an extraordinary pow- 
er, to ſave his pains of travelling z he ſub- 
t:5:0 Godsorder, and God quickly clears 
the way for his return. Indeed ſometimes 
the wheels of Providence are lifted up 
from the Earth, and do not go in the or- 
; but Miracles muſt be 
left to Gods Pleaſure i 3 for us to defire 
them , is to tempt our great Gover- 
ROUT. 


The Seyenth Daty. 
Church. 
'Tis an encouragement that our Suit 1n 
this caſe will not be denied. The deſire of 
welfare is conforma- 
ble to his Coanſ(e!, wt ich ſhall ſtand 
notwithſtanding the Devices of men, 
His counſc] in particular concerns of 
men 


Pray for the 
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men -{ha]l ſtand, much more is the ſta- 
bility of his counſel for the church, 
He is a God hearing Prayer in a way 
of common Providence, and a God 
hearing Prayer in a way of ſpecial at- 
tention, Pſal. 61. Hear my cry, O 
God, attend unto oa.  Projer; David 
deſires that God would hear him, as 
more particularly concerned in his caſe. 
He is ſo in the concerns of. his Church. 
Will he hear an [-»rael crying for him- 
ſelf, and young Lyons roaring for their 
Prey 3 and ſtop his Ears to the voice 
of his own Spirit in his People, plead- 
ing for the Church, dearer to him than 
the whole maſs of Nature ? We have 
greater Arguments to uſe, than in any 
other caſe. The Relation the Church 
| hath to God; The affc&ion God 
hath to the Church, Lazarus whom thou 
love? is fith, Was Martha's argUmene 
to Chrilt. What greater encourage- 


ment to'our Petitions , than Gods affe- 


Aion, than Gods Relation ? God loves 
to have our aff.ftion comply with his. 
God loves others the better for ſoliciting 
its welfare. Moſes had the greateſt 


manifeſtation of Gods Love her xr 
ba 
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| *Exod. he had prayed for the 1/raelites *, though 
553% in a caſe of fin; and preſently after in 
Exod. 33. 11. God ſpeaks with him 
face to face, as a man ſpeaks to his friend 3 
and in the ſame.chapter, and the begin- 
ning of Exod. 34. God ſhews him bis 
glory as much as he was capable to bear. 
* Dan 9. O49fel was a great Petitioner for the 
3,21. Church *. He was Gods great favourite 
Dan. 19. ypon that account, and had the cleareſt 
22 3 and higheſt Revelations made to him of 
the courſe of Providence 1n the World. 


The eighth Duty. When you receive 
any mercy for the church in anſwer of pray- 
er, give God the glory of it. 

Pal1gg.s The variety of his Providences gives 
mY us matter for new ſongs and compoſitions. 
What Volleys of joyful ſhouts! What 
Hallelujahs to God do we find upon the 

- Ruin of Antichriſt ! Rev. 19. 1, 2, 3. God 

calls for Praiſe out of the Throne, ». 5. 

and the Church returns it, 2. 6, 7. *Tis' 

God rides upon the Cherub, 'tis God that 

Pſal.18 19 fits upon the wings of the Wind, 'tis God 
| who is io all Inſtruments toquicken their 
motions, and direct them to their ſcope. 


The 
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The Ninth Duty. Imitate God it his 
affetion to the Church. 


'* Chriſt did what he did for the good. 


of his Church : God doth what he doth 
for the advantage of the Church. Let 
the ſame mind bein us that was in Chriſts 
let the ſame end be ours which is the end 
of God. Thus we ſhall be like ourCreator, 
thus we ſhall be like our Governour , 
thus we | ſhall be like our Re- 
deemer. Men take it kindly from others 
that love thoſe they have a reſpeC for. 
God loves all that love his people, and 
bleſſes them that bleſs them, Gez. 12. 3. 
I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe 
them that curſe thee. 
The Tenth Duty. Look after ſincerity 
before God. | 
'Tis for the ſecurity of ſuch that God 
ſhews himſelf ſtrong. No man that 
fully believes and underſtands this Do- 
arine, but ſhould be glad to be of that 
happy Society, that Aſſembly of the 
firſt-born, who are under the care of 
a watcatul eye, and the mighty power 
of the God of the whole Earth. When 
God choſe 1/rael , the very ſtrangers 
inould for theic own Intereſt joyn _ 
| ES | LNEm 
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'Wa.14.1them *. And to ſuch as take hold of bis 
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Covenant he Promiſes to give a name in 


 *Ia.g6, his houſe that ſhall not be cut off *. Yea, 


even to the Sons of the Strangers that 
ſhould joyn themfelves to the Lord. v. 6. 
Let this encourage us to Chriſtianity. 
God never encouraged men to be Chri- 
ſtians by promiſes of Worldly great- 
neſs, but by Promiſes of a' conſtant care 
of them for their happineſs, by Pro- 
miſes of making all things work toge- 
theg for their good, If God will ſhew 
himſelf ſtrong for thoſe that are per- 
fe>t in heart towards him, then he 
hath no-ſtrength for thoſe that are un- 
ſound and falſe in heart towards hitn. 
No man hath an intereſt in his ſpecial 
Providence without Faith. The Pow- 
er, Knowledg, Wiſdom, of Gad, are al] 
ſet againſt him. Though the whole 
World be in commotions, the earth be 
removed, and the Mountains caſt into 
the depths of the Sea, there 1s ho 
ground of fear to Faith 5 but what 
Buckler againſt them hath Unbelief 
and Hypocrifie ? What ſecurity againſt 
Wrath can Riches give you 2 What de- 
fence againſt his power can your Pot- 


ſherd 
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ſherd ſtrength afford you ? It was not 
for Jobs wealth that God made his 
boaſts of him , but for his ſincerity , 
Fob 1. 8. Hat thou conſidered my Ser- 
want Job, that thereis none like him in 
the earth, aperfe® and an pres man? 
And for the want of this, he: loaths a 
World, Labour therefore for fincerity 
towards God 3 beg it of God. Getthe 
evidence of it, and preſerve it. 
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H E Works of the late learned divine Stepher: 
| Charnock, B. D. being ſeveral diſcourſes 

upon the Exiſtence and Attributes of God. Vol. 1: 
to which is Added his Diſcourſe of Divine Provi- 
dence, Fol. 

The Works of the late learned Divine Stephen 
Charnock. B. D. being ſeveral diſcourſes upon 
various Divine ſubje&s. vol. 2. Fol. 

Some Priſon Meditations and direQions on 
ſeveracl ſubjeRs. viz. on the fall of Man, The ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, Repentance and Faith, Reprof 
andCounicl, The holy Scriptures, Prayer,Love r0 
Mankind, ſincerity, the vanity of the World, 
the benefit of afflitions, Hezven and Hell. By 
Samuel Young, Minifter of the Gofpel.Small 8yo, 

The Morning Exerciſe at Cripplegate of ſeveral 
Caſes of Conſcience, praftically retolved by ſun- 
dry Miniſters, in Cuarto. A Supplement to the 
Morning Exerciſe ac Criplegatr, or ſeveral more. 
Caſes of Contcience , praftically refolved by fur- 
dry Miniſters, in 4 ro fm 

Speculum Theolegia in Chriſto : or a View of ſome 
Divine Truths, whch are cither praRiically exem- 
plified in Jeſus Chrift, tet forth in the Goſpel, or 
may bereaſonably deduced from thence ; by Ed- 
ward Polhil of Burwaſh in Suſſex, Elqz in 4to. 
a Preciehs 


Precious Faith conſidered, in its nature working 
and growth ; by Edward Polhil, Eſquire, &c. in, 
470- 
The Court of the Gentiles, in four parts, by 
' Theophilus Gale, in 4to. | 
Geography Reftified : or a Deſcription of the 
World, in all its Kingdoms, Provinces, Cities, 
Towns, Seas; Rivers, Bays, Capes, Forts; Their 
Ancient and preſent Names, Inhabitants, Situa- 
tions, Hiſtories, Cuſtoms, Governments , &c. 
And alſo their Commodities, Coins, Weights and 
Meaſures, cowpared with thoſe of Londer : 1llu- 


. * ſtrated with above Sixty new Maps. The whole 


work performed according to the accurate Dil- 
coveries of Modern Authors, in 4to. 

The right uſe of an Eſtate briefly direqed and 
urged in a Sermon lately preached toa Perſon of 
Quality, upon his coming to Age, by The. 
Dorrington, 1n 4t0, ny 

Chriſtusin Corde : Or the Myſtical Union be- 
tween Chriſt and Believers conſidered in its Re. 
{emblances Bonds, Seals, Priviledges and Marks, 
by Edward Polhil, Eſquire, in Octave. 

De cauſa Dei : Qr a Vindication of the Com- 
mon Do&trine of the.Proteſtant Divines, concern- 
ing Predetermination (s. e.)) the intereſt of God, 
as the firſt Cauſe, in all Aions, as Iuch, of all 
Rational creatures) from the invidious conſe. 
quences with which it is burthened by Mr, Fohn 
How,ina late Letter of poſtſcript cf God*s Preſci- 
ence, in 8vo. 

Th? Spiritu | Remembrancer : ora brief Dil- 
courſco t theſe who attend upon Preaching the 
Golpel,by Samxel W-lls,in Sv 0, Poeſews 


*  Poeſeus Grace Medulla |, in qua co::tinentur ta.” 
fignioris Poetarum Gracorum gnome » ver ſus Pro- 


3 erbiales , & Epigrammata quedam ſeletta, & in 
._  wemorie /ubſedium Alphabetice-diſpoſita \cum ver- 


frone latira in uſum Scholzrum;per Johannem Lang- 
ſton, in 80s. | Is LY 
Poems in two Parts ; firſt, an Iaterlocutory Dil- 
courſe concerning the Creation, Fall, and Reco- 
very of Man. S:conely,a Djalogue betweeg Faith 
and a Doubting Soul , by Sammuel Slater, in 
890. | EE. | 
A Renunciation of ſeveral Popiſh' De&rines, 
. * becauſe contrary to the D..Arine- of Faith of the 
Church 'o! England, by R-R.B Ds in 890,” 
"Armatura Dei ;'Or a Preparation for ſuff:ring 
in an evil day: thewing how Chriſtians are to beat 
ſoffering,and whaiGraces are requiſite therevnt: ; 
| ſuited” for all good ' Chriftians in this preſenc 
time, by Edward Polhil, of Burwaſh in Suſſex, 
Eſquire, in 80. Ree, | | 
A Praftical Gammar : Or the eafieft and ſhort- 
eft way t9 initiate young Children in the Latin 
tongu:,by the h-lp whereof, a Childof ſeven years 
old may learn more of the Grounds of that Lan. 
guagein thrze Months,than is ordinariiy learnt in 
' a years fpace by thoſe of a greater age in a Com- 
mon Grammar School. Publiſhed for the. uſe of 
thoſe that love not to be tedious. To which are 
added Tables of Mr.?Valker's Particles ; by the af- 
ſiftance whereof, young Scholars may be better 
enabled to peruſe that excelletit and moſt uſeful 
Treatiſe,hy F.Philomath, Maſter of a Freeſchool, 


in$v0. 
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